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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE   
This past year was particularly exciting after a major facelift to 
the interior of the Honors House. All of our rooms, including 
offices, the classroom, library, hallway, computer room, and 
lounges, were painted, re-carpeted, and outfitted with furniture 
befitting a world-class honors program. When our students 
returned to campus, they were thrilled by the renovation, which 
provided additional study and relaxation space. We couldn’t be 
happier with the changes that were made and the impression 
that it leaves on potential students and visitors. I extend special 
appreciation to Anne Price who single-handedly packed up 
everything in the House prior to the summer renovation and 
subsequently arranged to have us moved back prior to the start 
of the semester.

We began the year with a new format for our New Student 
Orientation that we plan to continue into the future. During 
a delicious breakfast at the Illini Union, our new students had an opportunity to become acquainted 
with each other and the requirements of the Campus Honors Program while participating in round 
table discussions facilitated by returning student leaders. Dr. Steve Petruzzello, faculty member in the 
Honors Program treated students to a welcome lecture where they also heard from staff and members 
of the Honors Student Council. Later that evening they returned to the Honors House for a tour of 
the facility and a light dinner with music, popcorn, and cotton candy where they bonded with other 
students and faculty.

We had another successful year of events that included a special film premiere of As Far As the Eye Can 
See which was directed by former alumnus, David Franklin, who also provided students with a personal 
glimpse into the world of movie-making. Our annual Keith Kelroy Convocation Lecture featured Sonia 
Manzano, author of Becoming Maria: Love and Chaos in the South Bronx and actress who played Maria 
on Sesame Street for 44 years where she received 15 Emmy Awards as a writer.

Our Honors Living Learning Community continued to provide honors students with outstanding 
programming throughout the year, and several students participated in a trip to Rome which is high-
lighted in a special feature in the Annual. Given its popularity, we hope that we will be able to provide 
additional beds for incoming students in the future.

We recently returned from a trip to Peru where students, accompanied by Professor Helaine 
Silverman, Anne Price, and me, visited the ancient city of Cusco, climbed the stone terraces in 
Ollantaytambo, toured the city of Lima, and were treated to the spectacular beauty of Machu Picchu. 
Our students shared many laughs and made new memories while eating delightful Peruvian meals, 
riding on the bus from one location to another, and learning about the culture and history of the 
country from Dr. Silverman. 

I was pleased that Anne Price agreed to assume the important role of Assistant Director. She has 
already done an amazing job of advising students, guiding the Honors Student Council, and meeting 
with new faculty. We welcome our new Office Manager, Tami Fazio, who has proven to be a quick 
study and wonderful addition to our amazing staff. Sadly, we will be saying farewell to Margaret 
Cupps who will be retiring after 23 years of service to the program. We congratulate Margaret on 
this transition but will deeply miss her friendly smile, sense of humor, dedication to the position, and 
institutional memory that is impossible to replace.

I look forward to another exciting year and invite you to visit the Honors House frequently.  

Best wishes.

 

Kim C. Graber, Ed.D. 
Director, Campus Honors Progra 
Professor, Kinesiology and Community Health
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We are very proud of the students 
featured in the 2018CHP Annual, 
though there are other equally deserv-
ing Chancellor’s Scholars whom we 
couldn’t recognize here. 

All CHP graduating seniors are 
profiled in our 2017 CHP Yearbook, 
available upon request.

Dr. Kim Graber 
Director of the Campus Honors 
Program

Elizabeth Rockman 
Associate Director  
and Editor of the CHP Annual

Anne Price 
Assistant Director

Margaret Cupps 
Office Support Specialist

Brian Moffitt  
Director of the Honors  
Living-Learning Community

Please send all future updates to 
Annual Editor Elizabeth Rockman at 
rockman@illinois.edu.

CAMPUS 
HONORS 
PROGRAM 
1205 West Oregon 
St.  
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217) 244-0922

Clear, sunny skies and shadows cast by a circle of 
mountain peaks, the valleys of Peru are beautiful 
cradles of nature and architecture. On May 14, 2018 
a group of 19 honors students and 3 faculty and staff 
set out for an experience of a lifetime. Directed by 
DR. HELAINE SILVERMAN, a professor of Anthropol-
ogy at University of Illinois, they travelled to Cuzco, 
Machu Picchu, and Lima. All of these are UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites which draw over a million tourists 
each year. Through the course of the trip the students 
learned firsthand about the influence of tourism on the 
socioeconomic climate of Peru. 

Inca and Spanish architecture welds together to form 
the wide streets and cut-stone buildings of Cuzco. “In 
Cuzco, the main town square, the Plaza del Armas, 
had a KFC and McDonalds in it because of how many 
Americans travel to the city”, said GARRET WATER-

STRADT, one of the Chancellor’s Scholars on the trip. 
In order to cater to the needs of foreign tourists, Peru 
offers many such ‘luxuries’ from McDonalds to 5-star 
branded hotels, a complete replica of their American 
or European counterparts. However out of place 
some of these may seem, they provide the means to 
maintain heritage sites like Machu Picchu. “The ruins 
are surprisingly well-kept, and it is just amazing to 
think that people lived there a few hundred years ago,” 
said Garret.

The Peruvian culture and history is on exhibition for 
all the visitors, celebrating ancient traditions and 
customs to recreate the charm of the Inca Empire. 

2018 PERU INTERCULTURAL STUDY TOUR
by Mrunmayi Deshmukh (ENG Electrical Engineering)

Quite a few of these customs are still followed in to-
day’s society. “We had the opportunity to visit several 
ancient Incan ruin sites and learn more about how the 
Incans lived and how much of Incan culture is present 
in Peru today,” said ANUSHA THOTAKURA, another 
Chancellor’s Scholar on the trip. 

DR. KIM GRABER (CHP Director, and Kinesiology and 
Community Health), and CHP Assistant Director ANNE 

PRICE co-led the trip with Dr. Helaine Silverman, and 
other highlights of the trip included flying over snow-
capped Andes mountains, travelling on one of the 
most scenic train rides in the world, seeing beautiful 
colonial churches built by the Spanish conquerors 
in Cuzco, learning about the politics and policies of 
tourism and heritage management that promote 
economic development in this stunning highland 
region, a special tour of the UNESCO-designated 
historic center and a full day at a restored hacienda, 
and ending in Lima with students continuing exploring 
the heritage and economic development of the pre-
Columbian, colonial and modern city.

Students’ preparation for Peru began on campus with 
the preparatory mini-course designed to provide the 
historical and cultural background knowledge neces-
sary to make the most of their Peru experience. The 
educational adventure continued in Peru after finals 
and graduation.

For more information on the 2018 Intercultural Study 
Tour to Peru, please see the ICST website at http://
honors.illinois.edu/files/peru2017/index.html.
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CHP’S FIRST ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
MATTHEW RODRIGUEZ (5/99 alumnus, LAS Physics and Math-
ematics) endowed the first scholarship for a Chancellor’s 
Scholar who is majoring in mathematics, the E. Graham 
Evans, Jr. Scholarship, in honor of long-time retired faculty 
member in the CHP.  Matthew graduated with a B.S. in 
Mathematics and Physics from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign in 1999, with an M.A. in Mathematics 
and an M.F.E. in Financial Engineering at the University 
of California, Berkeley in 2002 and 2004, respectively.  
Matthew is currently a Managing Director for BlackRock in 
New York, and serves as a Board Member for Quill.org and 
an Advisory Board Member for the Department of Math-
ematics.  In his spare time, he enjoys running, reading, 
and traveling with his family.  We recently asked him a few 
questions about why he endowed this scholarship.

Matthew notes that his motivations to give back stem from 
the fact that “admission to CHP was, for me, the deciding 
factor when choosing to attend UIUC – the quality of the 
programs and opportunities as well as belonging to a small community within a much larger 
campus were appealing. Then, when I think of formative experiences as an undergraduate, 
my summer research opportunities with Professors (Emeriti) Stephanie Alexander and Graham 
Evans come foremost to mind. Prof. Evans was particularly influential in my decision to attend 
graduate school (and where), which opened doors to a whole new set of opportunities. I have 
felt that mathematics is under-appreciated relative to its more glamorous academic cousins like 
computer science, engineering or physics, but I have always valued the rigor of mathematical 
thinking and would like to encourage more students to pursue it – at Illinois.”

Matthew enjoyed his experiences at CHP, and he says he “spent a good amount of time at HoHo, 
in the computer lab and attending the honors courses. And I loved attending Krannert dress 
rehearsals, familiarizing myself operas I would later see at the Met. But, most of all, I credit my first 
semester course on Sociology of Religion with Prof. Jones as awakening me to the challenge of real 

FULBRIGHTS
THOMAS ROADCAP (2017 alumnus, ENG Civil Engineering) 
received a Fulbright Scholarship to support his project 
“Elastic Railroad Fastening Systems: Load Environment 
Study and Development” at the Technical University of 
Munich with Professor Stephan Freudenstein from February 
to November 2019. After graduation in 2017, he began 
graduate school here at UI, where he has been active with 
the American Railroad Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way 
Association (AREMA) since 2013, and served as their Presi-
dent. Thomas was an Undergraduate Research Assistant 
and REU Participant in the Rail Transportation and Engineer-
ing Center at UI since 2015, he was an Engineering Field 
Intern at the Canadian National Railway (CN) in Summer 
2016, and he studied at the Technical University of Munich 
(TUM) in Spring and Summer 2015.

RACHEL ARYN JACOBY (2018 alumna, BUS Accountancy 
and Supply Chain Management) has been selected for a 
Fulbright Teaching Assistantship to teach English in Ma-
laysia for ten months beginning in January 2019. While on 
campus, she served as President and Vice President of Act 
Green, and was President of the Gies College of Business 
Dean’s Student Advisory Board. Rachel was a Financial 
Consultant for Global Business Brigades in Panama and 
Honduras, and she studied at the Universidad Pontificia 
Comillas ICADE in Madrid, Spain for a semester. She was a 
Research Assistant for Business Sustainability and Technol-
ogy Education, and she was a Business Honors Teaching 
Assistant. Rachel had summer internships with Deloitte 
Consulting, Tesla, and Shell Oil Company, and she studied 
abroad in Malaysia for a week after her freshman year.

MICHAEL MITCHELL (BUS Curriculum Unassigned) was 
selected for a U.K. Fulbright Summer Institute to study at 
the University of Westminster in London. As per the 6/4/18 
press release, he “will participate in courses, seminars, 
lectures and study tours around London, including study-
ing at the University of Westminster. The program exam-
ines and challenges student approaches to intercultural 
competencies needed in the professional world, as well as 
leadership effectiveness and development. ‘As a Fulbright 
Summer Institute participant, I will be exposed to extraordi-
nary environments for self-growth and intellectual stimula-
tion and be able to make connections with other students 
who share my passion for learning and adventure,’ Mitchell 
said. ‘I am excited to enhance my global classroom learning 
experience and explore London firsthand in order to truly 
appreciate its history, culture and beauty.’”

SHYAM SALADI (2014 alumnus, LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology) was a finalist for a Fulbright Scholarship. 

The Fulbright Program is the flagship international educa-
tional exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government 
and is designed to build international relations to solve global 
challenges, and the Office of National and International Schol-
arships administers the Fulbright Program at Illinois.

ALAYNA JOHNSON (LAS Chemistry and ENG Materi-
als Science and Engineering) was awarded a Barry 
M. Goldwater Scholarship for the 2018 – 2019 and 
2019 – 2020 academic years. As excerpted from the 
UI news release, she “aspires to explore the physics 
and chemistry behind organic materials, polymers 
and catalysts to investigate how various properties of 
these materials influence their usefulness in labora-
tory and industrial settings. In particular, Johnson is 
interested in optimizing materials used in industrial pro-
cesses to reduce their environmental impact. Johnson 
joined a chemical and biomolecular engineering lab 
where she works on catalysis and materials chemistry. 
Johnson has served as a teaching assistant and is 
currently a computer science course developer. She 
volunteers to teach science to K-5 students, and has 
shared her lesson plans for elementary school-aged 
enrichment programs throughout the state of Illinois, 
earning her recognition as a co-recipient of the Illinois 
PTA Volunteer of the Year award.”

WESLEY TUNG (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) 
earned honorable mention from the Barry M. Goldwa-
ter Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program.

The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence 
in Education Program was established by Congress 
in 1986 to honor Barry M. Goldwater, who served 
30 years in the U.S. Senate. The program provides a 
continuing source of highly qualified scientists, math-
ematicians and engineers by awarding scholarships to 
sophomores and juniors from the U.S. who intend to 
pursue doctorates. The Goldwater Scholarship, is the 
premier undergraduate award of its type in these fields.

CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLARS 
RECEIVE NSF-GRF’S
The National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate 
Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) provides 
three years of support toward advanced research-
based degrees. More Chancellor’s Scholars 
(alumni and recent graduates) than ever before 
at one time were awarded National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research 
Fellowships providing three years of support 
toward advanced research-based degrees): ANISH 
BHATTACHARYA (2018 alumnus, ENG Electrical 
Engineering), AMANDA ELIZABETH COWFER (2018 
alumna, LAS Chemistry and MCB), MICHAEL PAUL 

GAPINSKE (2016 alumnus, ENG Bioengineering), 
ELIJAH BENJAMIN KARVELIS (2018 alumnus, ENG 
Bioengineering), ALEXANDRA LAMTYUGINA (2018 
alumnus, LAS Chemistry), and RACHEL EMMA 

CLARKE SMITH (2018 alumnus, LAS Physics). Anish 
Bhattacharya will be attending Carnegie Mellon 
University, Amanda Cowfer and Elijah Karvelis are 
heading to MIT, Alexandra Lamtyugina is going to 
University of Chicago, and Rachel Smith will be at 
Stanford University; Michael Gapinske has stayed 
at the University of Illinois.

CHP alums received an NSF Graduate  
Research Fellowship honorable mention:  
ITAMAR JACOB ALLALI (2018 alumnus, LAS 
Physics and Astronomy) and ROBERT GREGORY 
ANDREWS (2017 alumnus, LAS Mathematics and 
ENG Computer Science).

Matthew Rodriguez

Continued, Page 10

EXCITING NEW HONORS HOUSE 
RENOVATIONS
In Summer 2017, we were able to remodel the interior of 
the Honors House after receiving funding from campus. The 
Campus Honors Program is located in an aging building, and 
the interior of the Honors House was in desperate need of a 
facelift. In addition to new carpeting and fresh coats of paint 
throughout the building, we added a second lounge on the 
third floor in order to encourage our hard-working students 
to take time during the week to relax. Donations helped 
purchase a gaming system for that room and some new 
furniture throughout the Honors House that has created a very 
welcoming environment. 

Based on student input related to sustainability, we purchased an 
energy efficient fountain to refill water bottles. In addition, office 
spaces were upgraded, and important repairs, such as asbes-
tos removal and ceiling leakage, were undertaken. As noted on 
page 15, we continued with our donor-supported art project, for 
which our talented students are provided with art supplies to help 
provide the Honors House with beautiful paintings.

GOLDWATER RECIPIENT
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SARAH ELIZABETH ACKENHUSEN (LAS Chemistry): “I’ll be getting my doctorate 
at University of Michigan Ann Arbor, for chemical biology. I received their Life 
Sciences Institute Fellowship to work there starting this summer.”

ITAMAR JACOB ALLALI (LAS Physics and Astronomy): “I will be attending Tufts 
University next fall to pursue a Ph.D. in Physics! Very excited.”

VIKRAM SRIRAM ANJUR (ENG Computer Engineering): “I will be continuing at 
UIUC to pursue an M.S. in Computer Engineering.”

MELANIE ANN BERG (BUS Finance and 
Accountancy): Full time associate KPMG 
Chicago

NATHAN CHARLES BEAUCHAMP (ENG Electrical 
Engineering): “After graduation in December 
[2017], I plan to relax and travel for a few 
months before beginning a full-time job at 
Microsoft in Redmond, Washington. I do not 
yet have an exact start date for my job, but I will 
most likely begin work sometime in Spring 
2018.”

NICOLE GRACE BERTRAND (MED Advertising): “Since I graduated in December 
[2017], I have since gotten a job as a Staffing Services Associate with Google 
and moved to Austin, Texas.”

ANISH BHATTACHARYA (ENG Electrical Engineering): “I will be attending 
Carnegie Mellon University this fall, in their Masters in Robotics Program at 
the Robotics Institute. I have been lucky enough to receive the NSF Graduate 
Research Fellowship (GRFP) and will be funded through that. Additionally, 
this summer, I will be interning at the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics 
Laboratory.”

HANNAH ELIZABETH BOHN (EDUC Middle Grades Education): “I will spend three 
more semesters at the University of Illinois as I pursue a Master of Human 
Resources and Industrial Relations.”

ALEX MATTHEW BRAUMAN (ACES Agricultural and Biological Engineering): “I will 
be starting a position in the Engineering Rotational Development Program 
with Caterpillar in June.”

HALEY ELIZABETH BROWN (LAS Chemical Engineering): “I will be working as a 
manufacturing and engineering associate for General Mills. I am also applying 
to deferred admission programs for business school at Harvard and Stanford.”

CASEY CARL BUNGE (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): Medical school

ANQI CHEN (BUS Finance and Accountancy): “I’ll pursue a Master’s in Computer 
Science Degree at Northeastern University, Silicon Valley Campus.”

JENNIFER ZHU CHENG (LAS Biochemistry): “I plan on pursuing a PhD at 
Northwestern University through the Driskill Graduate Program.”

POST-GRADUATION PLANS 
OF RECENT GRADUATES

AAKASH MILIND CHOUBAL (ENG Mechanical Engineering): “I plan to pursue a 
PhD in mechanical engineering with a focus on nanofabrication.”

CHARLOTTE JACKLENE COLLINS (MED Journalism): TBD

ERIC JOHN CONNELLY (ENG Engineering Physics): “I’m currently seeking a job in 
Data Science.”

SPENCER NINA COPELAND (BUS Accountancy; 
and Information Systems and Information 
Technology): Finance rotation at Microsoft 
Corporation

JAMES EDWARD COSTIN (ENG Civil Engineering): 
“I will be attending graduate school for struc-
tural engineering at the University of Illinois.”

JACK THOMAS COUTRE (ENG Computer 
Engineering): Working as a Software Engineer at 
JP Morgan Chase & Co.

AMANDA ELIZABETH COWFER (LAS Chemistry 
and Molecular and Cellular Biology):  
“I will be attending graduate school at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. In addition, I have had the great honor of receiving the National 
Science Foundation’s Graduate Research Fellowship and will start my career as 
a NSF Graduate Research Fellow.”

MRUNMAYI MILIND DESHMUKH (ENG Electrical Engineering): “I will be attending 
Carnegie Mellon University to pursue my Masters in ECE this Fall.”

STEVEN JAMES DONNEWALD (BUS Finance and Accountancy): Deal Advisory 
Associate at KPMG, Chicago

LUCIA SUZANNE DUNDERMAN (ACES Agricultural and Biological Engineering): 
Global Graduate Supply Program at Diageo, starting in July 2018

ANDREW THOMAS EBERLEIN (LAS Mathematics and Physics): “I am officially 
going to Texas A&M University to pursue a PhD in physics. I have been 
awarded a Texas A&M University/Association of Former Students Graduate 
Merit Fellowship through the university and the Philip and Doris Moses 
Fellowship through the department of Physics and Astronomy.”

SAMANTHA PAIGE ELIZONDO (LAS Anthropology): Find a job in a museum 
(subject to change)

GRAHAM BEALL ELLINGHAUSEN (ENG Computer Engineering): “I’ll be working as 
a software developer at Optiver, a finance company in Chicago.”

ALEXANDER JOEL ERWIN (LAS Atmospheric Sciences): “I’ll be attending graduate 
school at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln beginning in late May. I’ll be a 
part of Professor Adam Houston’s Severe Storms Research Group.”

ELAINA MARIE FRANKOS (ENG Mechanical Engineering): Working as an Associate 
Engineer at United Conveyor Corporation in Waukegan, Illinois

LAUREN GABRA (LAS Chemistry and Molecular and Cellular Biology): “I plan to 
work in Chicago next year at a law firm.”

SOFIA GARFIAS-YI (LAS Sociology and Communication): “I recently got an 
internship for Business Communication Operations at Zebra Technologies. I 
will be doing that internship in the summer starting in June. After that it’s back 
to the job search/possibly applying to graduate school – depending on where 
the world takes me!”

ANDREW DAVID GELDEAN (ENG Computer 
Engineering): Software Engineer at Capital One

JOHN FITZPATRICK GRAFT (ENG Electrical 
Engineering): “I will be working as an Electrical 
Engineer for ExxonMobil in the Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana refinery.”

TRISTAN MERLE GURTLER (ENG Computer 
Science): “I will be attending the University of 
Waterloo for graduate studies, focusing on 
information privacy and computer security. 
I am pursuing an M.Math. with intention to 
continue on through a Ph.D. there. I also plan on investing in a nice winter 
coat.”

YAN HAN (ENG Computer Science): MPhil in computer science at University of 
Cambridge, United Kingdom

MORGAN ROSE HAVEL (EDUC Special Education): “I will be graduating with 
a Professional Educator License with a Learning Behavior Specialist I 
endorsement. Following graduation, I will be continuing my passion for 
teaching as a Special Education teacher.”

RACHEL BREANN HAWK (ACES Agricultural and Consumer Economics): “I’ll be 
working in Human Resources at Farm Credit Illinois based in Mahomet, 
Illinois.”

MIRIAM JULIET HORSLEY (LAS Linguistics and East Asian Languages and Cultures): 
“I plan to be an English teacher in Japan through the JET Program.”

GEORGE ADEL IBRAHIM (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): Medical school

RACHEL ARYN JACOBY (BUS Accountancy and Supply Chain Management): “I 
recently found out I was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to teach English in 
Malaysia. I will be serving as an English Teaching Assistant in Malaysia.”

ISABELLA ROSE JACKSON (LAS Political Science): “I’ll be continuing at the 
University of Illinois getting a Masters in Human Resources and Industrial 
Relations.”

CASSANDRA RENEE JENSEN (ENG Bioengineering): “I will be working in Chicago 
with Kraft Heinz Company as a member of their Corporate Management 
Trainee Program starting in June.”

HAMED ASIF KADIANI (BUS Accountancy): Planning on spending one more year 
on campus in the Masters of Accounting Sciences program

CHRISTOS S. KAPSALIS (LAS History): “I will be staying here at U of I as I will 
attend the Illinois College of Law starting in the Fall.”

ELIJAH BENJAMIN KARVELIS (LAS Chemical 
Engineering): “I will attend MIT to pursue a 
Ph.D. in Biological Engineering.”

ROBERT BRUCE KAUFMAN (ENG Electrical 
Engineering): “After I graduate, I plan to try 
and find a Summer internship for 2018 before 
hopefully attending graduate school in the Fall 
to continue studying Electrical Engineering.”

YEE JI SARAH KIM (BUS Accountancy): “I will be 
taking CPA exams next semester, and I will 
start working full-time as a Business Advisory 
Consultant for EY in New York City, NY beginning in January 2019.”

JULIE (FOERTSCH) KLEIN (ACES Animal Sciences): Attend University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine to pursue a DVM to become a mixed practice veterinarian

PAIGE MACKENZIE KORDAS (ENG Computer Science): “After graduation, I’ll be 
taking the summer off to hopefully do some traveling before moving to Seattle. 
I’ve accepted a position as a software engineer for Facebook.”

FANTING KUNG (LAS Psychology and AHS Speech and Hearing Science): “I’ll be 
pursuing a PhD in Psychology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.”

GRACE KURCAB (ACES Agricultural and Biological Engineering): Working as a 
water resource engineer at CMT in Springfield, Illinois

ALEXANDRA “SASHA” LAMTYUGINA (LAS Chemistry): “I will be attending a Ph.D. 
program to study theoretical chemistry at the University of Chicago.”

DOMINIC D. LE (ENG Computer Science): 
Computer Security Software Engineer at 
Relativity in Chicago, Illinois

GA EUN JACKIE LEE (AHS Interdisciplinary Health 
Sciences): “I’ll be taking a gap year to prepare 
for both Korean med schools and other grad 
schools abroad.”

SAMUEL PAUL LEROY (BUS Marketing and 
Management): “I accepted my offer to the 
University of Michigan Ford School of Public 
Policy! I’ll be a Masters of Public Policy Student, 
class of 2020.”

Melanie Berg

Spencer Copeland

Andrew Geldean

Elijah Karvelis

Dominic Le
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MONIKA ANNA LISZKA (ACES Animal Sciences): Doctor of Veterinary Medicine at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

KELLSI NICHOLE (EDWARDS) LITWILLER (LAS Psychology): “I am planning to 
find a psychology/social work-related position for January of 2018, and I am 
applying to the University of Illinois MSW program, which begins in the 
summer of 2018.”

THOMAS LIU (ENG Computer Science): Work at Microsoft

DANIEL PARKER MARGULIS (ACES Food Science and Human Nutrition): R&D 
Associate Scientist at PepsiCo

SILVIA MANNING MARTIN (LAS Spanish and AHS Speech and Hearing Science): 
“First off, over the summer lots of traveling! Then, I’ll be pursuing my masters 
in speech-language pathology at UT Austin where I received a grant to help 
prepare me to work with preschool children from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds.”

CRISTINA XOCHIKETZAL MENCHACA (LAS Chemistry): “I’m currently back 
in Chicago interviewing at a few consulting firms, and enjoying some time 
volunteering for a local nonprofit.”

ANDREW HEHNER MIRANTI (ENG Computer Science): Continuing on with 
graduate school

BRANDON TYLER MURCHISON (ENG Aerospace 
Engineering): “I’ll be coming back to the 
University of Illinois for grad school in the fall.”

ALEXA MARIA NELSON (MED Advertising): “I will 
hopefully be working at an advertising agency 
in Chicago!”

NORA MARGARET O’BRIEN (BUS Supply Chain 
Management; and Marketing): Operations 
management Rotational program at Navistar

KEVIN JOHN O’NEALL (BUS Supply Chain 
Management; and Information Systems and 
Information Technology): Working in the Risk Advisory practice at Ernst and 
Young in Chicago

AASHAY DINESHKUMAR PATEL (ENG Bioengineering): Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mt. Sinai in NYC

CODY ROBERT LEE PECKHAM (ENG Aerospace Engineering): “In January 2018 
I will be working in a full time position with Rockwell Collins, an avionics 
company in Cedar Rapids Iowa. I am excited to move to Iowa and use the 
knowledge I have gained from this university to help develop avionics and make 
pilots jobs easier.”

LINDSAY ANN PERKINS (EDUC Middle Grades Education): “I was offered a job to 
work at River Trails Middle School in Mt. Prospect. I will be teaching 8th grade 
science!”

MATTHEW ERIC POSEN (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): Medical School at 
Midwestern University Chicago College of Medicine

VELVIZHI RATHINAVELU (BUS Marketing; and Information Systems and Information 
Technology): “I will travel in Asia, and be a technology consultant at Protiviti 
full-time in the city in Chicago.”

MARGARET RICHARDS (ACES Animal Sciences): “I will be attending UC Davis 
School of Veterinary Medicine!”

GRANT ELLIS RICHARDSON (LAS Global Studies): Teach For America, Houston

ANNALISA MARIE RONCONE (LAS Economics): 
Masters in Human Resources and Industrial 
Relations at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign School of Labor and Employment 
Relations

MEGAN MARGARET ROOME (AHS Speech and 
Hearing Science): “I plan to attend the University 
of Iowa to pursue a master’s degree and clinical 
certification in speech-language pathology.”

LAUREN ELIZABETH SCHATZ (LAS 
Communication): “I will be working at Golin, a 
Communications and Public Relations Agency, 
in their Chicago location.”

LAURA VALERIE SCHULTZ (LAS Earth, Society, and Environmental Sustainability, 
minor in Ecology and Conservation Biology): “I plan on staying in Urbana for the 
next year to work at the Institute of Sustainability, Energy, and Environment, 
and then attending graduate school to become an environmental journalist.”

Madeline Ann Schulze (ENG Industrial Engineering): Manufacturing Services 
Leadership Development Program, Rockwell Automation

SAMANTHA ANN SHAFFER (ACES Crop Sciences): “University of Illinois Chicago 
College of Medicine at Peoria. Also hoping to find a juggling club in Peoria.”

ALEX EDWARD SHEN (ENG Computer Engineering): “I will be moving to Chicago 
to work for Citadel as a Software Engineer.”

CATHERINE SHI (BUS Finance): “I will explore 
Peru with CHP and spend time at home 
(California). In July, I will move to Chicago and 
start as an Associate Consultant for Bain & 
Company!”

NIKHIL SHIVA (ENG Bioengineering): MPhil in 
Bioscience Enterprise at Cambridge University

CODY ROBERT SIMPSON (ENG Civil Engineering): 
“I have accepted a position to work with 
Morley Architects, Engineers, and Surveyors in 
Newburgh, Indiana.”

DIVYA SINGH (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): Attending UIC (Chicago 
Campus) for Medical School

CALLAHAN MORGAN SKILES (ENG Industrial Engineering): “I will be working 
full-time for Amazon in Kenosha, Wisconsin starting this summer.”

PARRISH GEORGIANNA SMITH (ACES Crop Sciences): “Post-graduation I will be 
interning with KWS at their wheat-breeding facility. I will get to work with a 
new robotics program they are designing to help take phenotypic data.”

RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH (LAS Physics): “Next year, I will begin a PhD in 
high energy particle physics at Stanford University. I will be funded by an NSF 
(National Science Foundation) research fellowship and a two-year Stanford 
physics department fellowship.”

SAMUEL BENJAMIN SMITHSON (ACES Food Science and Human Nutrition): “I will 
be working for Boka Restaurant Group in Chicago, starting with an 8 week 
internship between Girl and the Goat, The Little Goat Diner, and Duck Duck 
Goat.”

LAUREN IRENE SOLBERG (LAS Economics and Spanish): “Beginning in January 
2018, I will study abroad in Barcelona, Spain to complete my Spanish major 
and an internship. When I return in June, I hope to work at a consulting firm 
in Chicago.”

JUSTIN MINCHUL SONG (ENG Aerospace Engineering): “I’ll be working for The 
Boeing Company in Everett, Washington.”

MADELINE ROSE SPONHOLTZ (LAS Biochemistry): Neurochemistry PhD at 
University of Texas, Austin

KEVIN GERALD STANISZEWSKI (ENG Mechanical Engineering): Working at B&R 
Automation

SAMUEL CONNER STEPHENS (ENG Computer Science): “I plan to work at Echelon 
Consulting in Chicago.”

ISAAC NATHAN STRAIN (LAS Chemical Engineering): Upcoming job at SpaceX 
and involvement in non-profits

ANUSHA THOTAKURA (LAS Political Science and 
Economics): Teach for America in San Jose, 
California

VICTORIA KELSEY WALLACE (LAS Integrative 
Biology and Global Studies): “This summer I’ll be 
interning for the Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant, 
helping to develop research on perceptions of 
community revitalization in places undergoing 
restoration through the Great Lakes Legacy Act.”

HANWAY WANG (ENG Bioengineering): Moving to 
industry job at Cymer

ALEC STEPHEN WASOWICZ (ENG Electrical Engineering): Master’s in Electrical 
Engineering at University of Illinois

GARRET LEE WATERSTRADT (AHS Kinesiology): University of Illinois Chicago 
Medical School, Peoria campus

BRENDAN ARTHUR WEIBEL (ENG Computer Engineering): “After graduating in 
December [2017], I spent January and February in Europe before heading 
back to Champaign to spend the last few months of senior year with friends. 
After walking in May, I will begin working as a Software Engineer at Belvedere 
Trading in Chicago.”

KRISTA DAWN (TEMPLE) WIEBENGA (ACES Agricultural Communications): “I 
graduated in December [2017] and at the beginning of January [2018], I got 
married and moved to Lake Forest, Illinois. In February I started working 
as the SEO Specialist for Scranton Gillette Communications in Arlington 
Heights, Illinois. I just got a job offer to be the Marketing Communications 
Specialist for Precision Laboratories, LLC in Waukegan, IL and I’m really 
excited about this opportunity!”

TRISTAN PAUL WILLEY (LAS Physics): “From January 2018 on I’ll be seeing how 
things sort out with respect to continuing onto grad school in physics (with 
plans on studying condensed matter), which will be the main thing I’ll be 
doing in the near future.”

LORALEE JANE WILSON (ACES Animal Sciences): “I will be going to grad school at 
U of I for a master’s in Animal Biology.”

EZRA PAUL WINTER-NELSON (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): Lab Manager 
at Beckman

CHRISTOPHER JASON YAO (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): Gap Year, to 
pursue research and volunteer then hopefully onto medical school

LYNN SEUNG-WON YEOM (BUS Accountancy; and Information Systems and 
Information Technology): FSO Audit Associate at EY

HWANJUN YOO (BUS Marketing; and Information Systems and Information 
Technology): “I will be working at Quill!”

ERICA YU (FAA Architectural Studies): “I am hoping to work full time at an 
Architectural firm in the Chicago area.”

CHU ZHANG (ENG Computer Science): “First I will spend some time with my 
family back in China and travel around, then start full-time work as a Software 
Engineer at Pure Storage in the fall.”

SEAN FREDERICK ZWICKY (AHS Kinesiology and LAS Economics): “I will be 
attending medical school in Chicago at the University of Illinois College of 
Medicine.”

POST-GRADUATION PLANS OF RECENT 
GRADUATES CONTINUED

Brandon Murchison

Cody Simpson

Annalisa Roncone

Anusha Thotakura
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JENNA BAKER (ACES Agricultural Leadership and Science Education): Summer Study Tour 2018, ACES in Italy  
    Leadership Study Tour
GIULIA BARBIERI (ENG Civil Engineering): Academic Year 2018 – 2019, Engineering in Japan - Nagoya
SHI-YUN STEPHANIE CHEN (LAS Linguistics): Summer 2018, IAGE Lorenzo de Medici - Florence, Italy
JULIA CHILLON (BUS Finance): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Honors - Brazil/Argentina
SAVANNAH CORNEJO GARCIA (LAS Political Science): Summer 2018, LAS Faculty-Led Program PS 199/GLBL 298  
    Human Rights, Political Culture and Politics in Argentina
NATHAN GAERTNER (BUS Accountancy): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)
LUKE HANSELMAN (ENG Civil Engineering): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)
RACHEL HAWK (ACES Agricultural and Consumer Economics): Summer Study Tour 2018, ACES in Italy Leadership Study Tour
VICTORIA HEREDIA-FERRAN (LAS Psychology): Academic Year 2018 – 2019, LAS: S&P Study Abroad in Barcelona
DOHUN JEONG (ENG Electrical Engineering): Academic Year 2018 – 2019, Engineering in Switzerland - Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL)
ANNE JOHNSON (FAA Music Education): Fall Semester 2018, IAGE Exchange: Uppsala University
BRIANNA JORDAN (BUS Marketing): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Honors - Brazil/Argentina
DEVKI KASTURE (BUS Finance): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Honors - Brazil/Argentina
KEVIN MAXSON (BUS Finance): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)
REGINA MILLER (BUS Curriculum Unassigned): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Honors - Brazil/Argentina 
MICHAEL MITCHELL (BUS Curriculum Unassigned): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Honors - Brazil/Argentina 
DARIO PANICI (ENG Nuclear, Plasma, Radiologic Engineering): Fall Semester 2018, Engineering in the United Kingdom - London
KEVIN PERALTA (ENG Mechanical Engineering): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)
COLTON RAINEY (ENG Mechanical Engineering): Summer 2018, Engineering: Summer in Spain-Madrid
MARY RHODE (ENG Bioengineering): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)
RACHEL ROSA (BUS Operations Management): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Honors - Brazil/Argentina 
JACOB ROSENBERG (LAS Economics): Fall Semester 2018, LAS - ECON in Italy
SANJANA SHAH (LAS Chemical Engineering): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)
ABISHEK VENKIT (ENG Electrical Engineering): Summer 2018, Engineering: Summer in Singapore - (Nanyang)
JOSEPH ZABINSKI (ENG Computer Engineering): Summer Study Tour 2018, BUS Technology & Management (China)

KATHERINE BOKENKAMP (2016 alumna, FAA Voice) is the Lead Vocalist, Lyricist, 
and Composer for a symphonic metal band, Beira, which had its first perfor-
mance in Urbana in June 2018. The band has performed in the Chicago area in 
the preceding year, and recorded Living Room Sessions in May 2018.

KATHLEEN DOWNES (2015 alumna, AHS Community Health) wrote about her 
volunteering experience in a post entitled “From a Volunteer: Kathleen’s Story” 
for the 8/17 Crisis Nursery electronic newsletter: “[Volunteering at Crisis 
Nursery] was a memorable part of my college experience and a wonderful 
complement to my coursework as a Community Health major, [where] we learn 
in class that a truly healthy community requires strong families. As a person with 
a severe physical disability, I am often on the ‘receiving end’ of help, so it was 
very rewarding to be able to give back to others. I am a firm believer in the idea 
that ‘everyone can serve’ in his or her own way. I am thankful to Crisis Nursery 
for giving me that opportunity and for being accommodating. I especially thank 
the children who were not only accommodating, but able to see my disability 
through a lens of love rather than fear. I particularly remember one little boy 
asking what my wheelchair was, and when I explained it, he just said ‘Oh. I like 
that’ and moved on. People say often that kids ‘don’t see differences.’ I have to 
disagree. Kids see differences all the time. But when they see differences, they 
accept them. That is a gift for which the whole world should wish!  As I pursue 
my Master’s degree in social work, I will count on my experiences with them to 
guide me.” – Kathleen Downes, Volunteer from February 2012 to present

ANVITA HARIHARAN (AHS Community Health) 
served on the 2017-2018 Applied Health Sciences 
Student Council.

CHP Professor GRACE GIORGIO was featured 
in LAS News story: “Helping future engineers 
share ideas effectively Collaboration between 
the Department of Communication and 
ECE Illinois produces success” on 5/29/18. As 
noted in the piece, this “unique collaboration 
between ECE ILLINOIS and the Department 
of Communication, called Skills for Presenting 
Engineering and Applied Knowledge 
(SPEAK)…is helping future engineers succeed 
at one of the biggest presentations of their undergraduate careers for their senior 
design class. This issue led to the pursuit of a Strategic Innovative Instructional 
Program (SIIP) grant along with help from multiple stakeholders. With Giorgio 
on board as course director, they soon received the grant, and Engineers SPEAK 
became a funded program.”  The story is found at http://www.las.illinois.edu/
news/article/?id=24955&/news//news/2018/ececommpartnership18/.

The Champaign Urbana News-Gazette asked UI alumni to help celebrate the 
University of Illinois’ 150th birthday, and on 8/8/17 featured an A to Z list: “G 
is for Japan House [and CHP Professor] Emeritus Kimiko Gunji, who had a 
lasting impact on Centennial Charger-turned-Google Culture Evangelist CLIFF 
REDEKER [2004 alumnus, LAS French, History, and Psychology]. ‘Together with 
the Campus Honors Program, Professor Gunji’s lessons have led me to a Rotary 
Goodwill Ambassadorship in Yanai, Japan, a lunch with Senator John Glenn, and 
a career building goodwill and kokoro for Google’s invited speakers, clients and 
guests. To this day, I still seek out the astringent taste of fine matcha in the Google 
microkitchens.’”

ERIKA HAROLD (2001 alumna, LAS Political Science) is the Republican nominee 
for Illinois Attorney General in the 2018 election. As per her Wikipedia page, 

Erika “graduated from the University of Illinois, Phi Beta Kappa with a B.A. 
in political science and was a Chancellor’s Scholar. In 2007, she received her 
J.D. from Harvard Law School. She worked in Chicago, Illinois, as an associate 
attorney at Sidley Austin LLP, at Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, and at 
Meyer Capel law firm in Champaign, Illinois.”  Erika was Miss Illinois 2002 and 
Miss America 2003.

MADISON KAUFMAN (AHS Interdisciplinary Health Sciences) served on the 2017-
2018 I-HEAL Executive Board as Secretary.

PHILIP KOCHERIL (LAS Chemistry) had a first-author paper accepted to the 
Journal of Quantitative Spectroscopy and Radiative Transfer with research funded 
by the CHP Summer Research Grant he received last summer.

ALEEZA LEDER MACEK (LAS Integrative Biology) was the Assistant Director for 
Heathers: The Musical (adapted from the 80s film) shown in Lincoln Hall in April 
2018.

MATT MACOMBER (2014 alumnus, LAS Atmospheric Sciences) started writing 
for Smile Politely (www.smilepolitely.com) in March 2018. His posts included 
“The gifts of Geschenk,”  “A food vacation to Caribbean Grill,” “Time to try TK’s 
Cheesesteaks,” “A taste of the 13th Annual Edible Book Festival,” “Finding fusion 
at Signature Grill,” and “Breaking in Breaking Taco.”

DANISH MAJID (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) has been volunteering on 
the Interpretation Team at the Avicenna Community Health Center, a free health 
clinic in Champaign, and is Secretary of the Pakistani Students Association.

CHP Professor STEVE MARSHAK went to Hawaii during the volcanic eruptions 
in June 2018, which was chronicled in the Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette at 
http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2018-06-09/heat-moment-decision-
ui-geology-prof-gets-firsthand-look-hawaiian-volcano.html. He also wrote 
an essay that was featured at http://www.news-gazette.com/opinion/guest-
commentary/2018-06-09/guest-commentary-see-eruption-hawaii-2018.html.

AASHAY PATEL (2018 alumnus, ENG 
Bioengineering) was featured in “Vitrix Health 
takes home Cozad grand prize” at https://
engineering.illinois.edu/news/article/24804 on 
4/30/18: “A startup specializing in affordable 
medical screening is the big winner in the 19th 
Annual Cozad New Venture Competition hosted 
by the UI Technology Entrepreneur Center. 
Vitrix Health, a year-old startup, which is using 
optical technology and machine learning to 
screen for oral cancer, won the grand prize of 
$25,000 at this year’s competition held April 25 at 
the I-Hotel and Convention Center. Co-founders 
Ayush Kumar (Senior in Computer Engineering) and Aashay Patel have been 
collaborating on the project for about a year after it was discovered that each were 
working on similar projects independently. In addition to the top honor, Vitrix 
Health was awarded the $10,000 DR. PAUL MAGELLI Innovation Prize presented 
by Illinois Ventures, a great honor for both since they both started out as Magelli 
students. Patel plans to return to India next month for further product implemen-
tation. ‘We are hoping we can use similar technologies to address other diseases 
such as cervical and skin cancer with hopes of moving toward launching of our first 
product after FDA approval,’ Patel said.”

CHP Professor JULIAN PALMORE was quoted in “Chicago Bears’ Winning Streak 
Advances to 14 … Coin Flips” in a Chicago Tonight WTTW item on 9/29/17, 

Chancellor’s Scholar  
Anvita Hariharan

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Briana Jordan

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Kevin Patel

IN THE NEWS

CHP graduate  
Aashay Patel

The following Chancellor’s Scholars participated in or are participating in study abroad in Academic Year 
2018 - 2019. The sponsoring units are in parentheses. The list does not include recipients of CHP travel 
awards, who appear on page 20 of this newsletter.

academic performance and the need to learn how 
to write well – hearing my mid-term gibberish read 
was terrifying but set me straight, turning a weak-
ness into a strength.” He feels strongly that “good 
writing generates ideas, influences people, and 
develops critical thinking,” and while he is working 
in a quantitative field, he says “it is the traditional 
writing assignments (research, presentation and 
documentation) where I feel I continue to learn 
and contribute most.”

Matthew’s experiences in CHP impacted his 
professional directions in other ways, since 
he feels meeting other Chancellor’s Scholars 
“helped me calibrate my expectations – the top 
graduates here compete with the top gradu-
ates from anywhere in the world. The individu-
alized attention the CHP and other academic 

programs could provide helped me make use 
of the vast resources.”  He adds that, “although 
I fully intended to pursue an academic career 
during my time, one of my roommates was a 
die-hard accounting/finance guy and talking 
to him about markets always left me curious 
about the field – investing, in particular. When I 
realized that I would not enjoy academic life, it 
was easy to know what to do.”  

Matthew says he credits his “Illinois CHP experi-
ence with giving me direction and cultivating 
opportunities and financial considerations were a 
component of that,” which led him to believe that 
“being able to provide a scholarship for someone 
similar – as both recognition and a nudge – would 
be useful. An endowment, however modest, was 
important in providing a lasting impact:  a small 

step toward helping show students that Illinois 
has the resources, commitment, and opportuni-
ties to guide their success.”  

The first recipient of this scholarship is KATE-

LYN HELMOLD (LAS Mathematics), of Sycamore, 
Illinois, who just finished her first year at UI and 
in CHP.  She noted after meeting Matthew at 
lunch last spring that, in addition to the honor 
of meeting the donor who endowed this schol-
arship, she enjoyed getting to “meet someone 
who has been successful after being a Chancel-
lor’s Scholar and [has sat] in some of the same 
buildings and classes I have.”  She added that 
she also enjoyed “meeting Professor Evans 
during the luncheon and later him and his wife. 
It was very kind of him to offer to answer ques-
tions I had and discuss math-related things.”

CHP’S FIRST ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

FREQUENT FLYERS
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While housed in the UI Research Park, Trala engaged in the NSF I-Corps 
program which led them to conduct over 300 interviews with violinists, teachers, 
and pedagogues in order to learn about ways that technology may enhance 
music education. Since moving to Chicago, Trala became the Top #50 top-
grossing Education app on the App Store in April 2018. Additionally, Sam and 
Trala have been featured on WCIA-3 in August 2017, on Chase Bonhag’s Twitch 
stream, Entrepreneurship Live in September 2017, on WGN-Radio in November 
2017, and in the Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette in December 2017.

CHP Professor CRAIG WILLIAMS was profiled on 12/14/17 in “Six Illinois 
faculty members awarded NEH Fellowships” at https://news.illinois.edu/
view/6367/589303  – the third year in the last four that the Urbana campus has 
garnered more fellowship awards than any other single institution: “Williams 
book ‘Orpheus Crosses the Atlantic: Native American Knowledge of Ancient 
Greece and Rome’ will tell the hitherto untold story of the ways in which Native 
American writers have displayed and deployed their knowledge of the languages, 
literatures and cultures of ancient Greece and Rome as they write about them-
selves and their people, making use of European antiquity to a variety of effects 
and transforming it in the process – [expanding] our knowledge both of the 
long-term history of the reception and cultural significance of European classical 
antiquity and of the rich complexities of Native American writing.”

KEVIN WOLZ (2013 alumnus, ENG Civil Engineering and LAS Integrative Biology) 
was featured in the 7/25/17 LAS News story “Undergraduates improve plant 
carbon-cycle models: With help from professor, students tackle problem 
overlooked by experts for 30 years” (http://www.las.illinois.edu/news/
article/?id=23339&/news//news/2017/carboncycle17/) on 7/25/17: “In the 
summer of 2012, two undergraduate students tackled a problem that plant 
ecology experts overlooked for 30 years. The students’ data boosted the 
accuracy of mathematical models of carbon and water fluxes through plant 
leaves by 30 to 60 percent... At the time of the study, Wolz was majoring in 
biology and civil and environmental engineering, [giving] him insight into 
both the complexity of the natural world and the simplicity and power of 
mathematical models.”

The JAPAN HOUSE electronic newsletter noted on 12/5/17: “Campus Honors 
class ARTD 209: Chado, the Way of Tea culminates in a kaiseki, or traditional 
multi-course Japanese dinner. The meals brings together the Zen aesthetics 
and principles the students have learned throughout the semester. This year the 
guest of honor was DR. TIM KORITZ, the chairman of the Board of Trustees for 
the University of Illinois, and his wife, JULIE KORITZ. Our Japan House interns 

IN THE NEWS CONTINUED

found at https://chicagotonight.wttw.com/2017/09/29/chicago-bears-winning-
streak-advances-14-coin-flips, after the Chicago Bears won a 14th coin toss 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers the previous Thursday night. According to experts 
interviewed about the phenomenon, “the likelihood of getting the same result 
from 14 coin tosses in a row is 1 in 16,384.”  The article interviewed Palmore in 
addition to Harvard and MIT mathematics faculty: “University of Illinois math-
ematics professor Julian Palmore also downplays the significance of the streak. ‘I’d 
say it isn’t winning the lottery. It’s unusual, but not that unusual. For example, if 
you go to Las Vegas, you can see lots of peculiarities. Sometimes someone gets on 
a winning streak. Sometimes they get on a losing streak. These things happen.’”  
The article notes that the coin toss streak did not contribute substantially to the 
overall outcome of the games in question, and the Chicago Bears broke their 
streak at the next game on 10/9/17.

MARK RIVERA (2011 alumnus, MED Broadcast Journalism) was featured in the 
Illinois Alumni Association story “Alumni Cheryl Burton, Rob Elgas, Judy 
Hsu, Eric Horng and Mark Rivera help keep ABC7 Eyewitness News No. 1 in 
Chicago” on 2/20/18. The article, found at https://illinoisalumni.org/2018/02/20/
sevens-illini/ details that “Mark Rivera, the new face at the weekend anchor 
desk, knew he wanted to be in broadcasting early…  He majored in broadcast 
journalism at Illinois and found it ‘an incredible experience. Everything I learned 
there set me up for success.’ Rivera was reporting for an AM radio station [after 
graduation] when a friend tipped him to an opening in TV news in Decatur, 
Illinois. Following Decatur, Rivera decamped for Florida to a CBS affiliate in 
Tampa and reported on stories ranging from Hurricane Irma to covering the 
Florida presidential campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. His 
interest in politics, says Rivera, made the move to Chicago a lot smoother. ‘Politics 
[in Chicago] is huge. [This year’s gubernatorial election] is probably going to be 
the most expensive in history. I’m excited.’”

KEVIN ROCKMANN (1999 alumnus, BUS Business Administration) gave a talk on 
11/10/17 entitled “Token Cooperation: Understanding Cooperative Behavior 
in Portfolios of Organizational Social Dilemmas” at the Business Instructional 
Facility (BIF). Kevin is a Professor of Management at the George Mason 
University School of Business. 

CHP Professor MARA WADE was interviewed for the Champaign Urbana 
News-Gazette on 5/11/18 for “Office Hours with Aldo: Mara Wade” about being 
awarded a Getty Residential Scholar Grant to work on her book “Politics of 
Culture: Public Monuments in the Free Imperial City, Nuernberg 1521-1620” 
at the Getty Research Institute. The article notes that this “this year’s [theme], 
‘monumentality,’ looks at the fundamental questions of size and scale in art 
and architecture. [Wade’s] focus will be on a manuscript she found at Chicago’s 
Newberry Library written by Georg Rem in the 17th century that tells the story 
of the city – modern-day Nuremberg, Germany – through its public monu-
ments.”  The article, found at http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2018-
05-11/office-hours-with-aldo-mara-wade.html details Wade’s discovery of a 1613 
manuscript, and how that discovery about public art provides greater context 
about iconography. 

SAM WALDER, founder of Trala (his application for learning and playing violin 
that was first advertised in April 2017), has detailed many accomplishments 
this year, in addition to refining Trala’s payment model, gaining endorsements 
from key influencers, securing licensing deals to increase their accessible works, 
upgrading to Version 2.0, and adding several new employees (including CHP 
alums ALEX NODDINGS, 2017 alumnus, LAS Physics, and LAUREN SOLBERG, 2018 
alumna, LAS Economics and Spanish). 

helped prepare and serve, and after the dinner, all were served a bowl of matcha 
tea and a sweet. It was an honor to welcome Dr. and Mrs. Koritz to Japan House, 
and to share our students, and Japanese culture, with them.”

HANWAY WANG (ENG Bioengineering) graduated in the first cohort of Cancer 
Scholars (more info at http://cancer.illinois.edu/cancer-scholars-program). LILY 

BENIG, MICHAEL GLEASON, and ERIN TEVONIAN (all ENG Bioengineering) are in 
the 2nd cohort, and KATHERINE DOUGLAS (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) 
and DOHUN JEONG (ENG Electrical Engineering) are in the 3rd cohort.

MATTHEW NIEWIARA (ACES Agricultural and Biological Engineering), MIKE 
ROTTER (EDU Special Education), and RYAN WATKINS (BUS Curriculum 
Unassigned) participated in Illini 4000 in Summer 2018, cycling from New York 
to San Francisco. Illini 4000’s mission (as written on http://illini4000.org) is: “The 
Illini 4000 is a non-profit organization dedicated to documenting the American 
cancer experience through The Portraits Project, raising funds for cancer research 
and patient support services, as well as spreading awareness for the fight against 
cancer through annual cross-country bike rides.”  

Students were elected to Illinois Student Government (ISG) and related roles in 
Spring 2018: FERNANDO ARIAS (LAS Political Science) is the Chief Justice of the 
ISG Judiciary, and LYDIA WALSH-ROCK (LAS Physics) is the ISG Communications 
Director.

CHANCELLOR ROBERT JONES visited the Honors House on 3/7/18, meeting for 
lunch with a small group of Chancellor’s Scholars to talk about important campus 
and societal issues.

KEVIN CHENG (LAS Chemistry) is outgoing Vice President of Volunteer Illini 
Projects (VIP), and will serve as VIP President this academic year. DAVID CAO 
(LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) is the VIP Environmental Director.

The 11th Undergraduate Re-
search Symposium (URS) and 
Illinois Scholars Undergradu-
ate Research Symposium 
(ISUR) took place on Undergradu-
ate Research Week from April 
15 - 21, 2018 in the Illini Union 
and other locations. Below are 
the Chancellor’s Scholars who 
presented or co-presented their 
research at these events. For 
more information on student 
presentations, go to http://
undergradresearch.illinois.edu/
researchweek.html

JORDAN BARRY, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
DAVID CAO, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
KATHERINE DOUGLAS, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
VIRAAT GOEL, ENG Bioengineering
SHEHANI GUNAWARDENA, LAS Biology
DANISH MAJID, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
HALEY PENKALA, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
BROOKE POLAK, ENG Engineering Physics
ELLEN RECKAMP, EDU Middle Grades Education
MATTHEW RICE, LAS Political Science
MARGARET RICHARDS, ACES Animal Sciences
MEGAN ROOME, AHS Speech and Hearing Science

MICHAEL ROTTER, EDU Special Education
ELIZABETH SCHINDLER, LAS English
MADELINE SPONHOLTZ, LAS Biochemistry
WESLEY TUNG, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
LORALEE WILSON, ACES Animal Sciences
TIANMING YOU, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
DANIEL ZOU, ENG Computer Science

Illinois Scholars Undergraduate Research  
Symposium (ISUR) presenter:

ROBERT STAVINS, ENG Mechanical Engineering

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM (URS) AND URS WEEK PRESENTERS:

Chancellor’s Scholars Niewiara, Rotter, and Watkins

CHP Art 199 welcomes Dr. and Mrs. Koritz
Chancellor’s Scholar Viraat Goel shows his researchChancellor’s Scholar Elena Wilson with her research image

IN THE NEWS CONTINUED
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HONORS STUDENT COUNCIL 
by Joey Bryant (LAS Physics)

Thanks to all the contributing members of the Honors Student 
Council (HSC), and the efforts of the outgoing HSC Executive Board 
(JOEY BRYANT, VIRAAT GOEL, JUSTIN TIAO, and CONNOR REARDON), 
many events were planned, including Power Lunches (with JAMES 
HANSEN and PAUL STANTON), a Halloween Party, Coffee Crawl, and 
board game days. In addition, these students and other individuals 
served as Student Leaders during Orientation.

Tours and visits included Curtis Orchard, Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch, 
and the Midway of Madness. Food adventures included forays to 
Cracked, Kofusion, and Portillos. Regression Day, which included 
gaming and childhood snacks, drinks and television, was again a 
hit before Fall 2017 finals. In April 2018, HSC continued with the 
tradition of hosting CHProm at the University YMCA, with a theme 
of 1893 Chicago World’s Fair.

HSC once again hosted the student presentation series FRED Talks, 
and topics included “A Short Look Into Alcoholism”, “That’s So Four 
Score and Seven Years Ago”, a presentation about the Emancipation 
Proclamation, “How to Teach People to Play Board Games”, and “Tea 
Time”, a presentation about the origins and proper preparation of tea.

The HSC was made formally a part of CHP at the end of the 2017 
– 2018 academic year. In light of this, changes were made to HSC’s 
organizational hierarchy. HSC welcomes its new executive board 
members:  JAMES TIAO (President), JUSTIN TIAO (Vice President, 
Academic Engagement), TAYLOR FALCONER (Co-Vice President, 
Social Engagement), ROBERT VITEK (Co-Vice President, Social 
Engagement), ETHAN FROBISH (Vice President, Publications), 
TRENNEDY KLECZEWSKI (Vice President, Arts and Community 
Engagement), and MADYSON LOCKE (Secretary).

Notices will be sent out about HSC meetings near the beginning of  
the semester. All are welcome to attend! 

CONVOCATION 2018
This year’s guest author was SONIA MANZANO 
– Sesame Street actress and author of several 
books, including this year’s convocation selection 
of Becoming Maria: Love and Chaos in the South 
Bronx. Convocation 2018 was held on Wednesday, 
April 11, 2018 from 5:15 – 8:30 p.m., with a book 
signing following. This opportunity was offered 
in partnership with the Honors Living Learning 
Community.

A special dinner with Sonia Manzano prior to 
the talk was open to Chancellor’s Scholars, and 
the talk was attended by Chancellor’s Scholars, 
Honors Living Learning Community members, 
and members of the campus and local community.

Sonia Manzano is best known for playing Maria on Sesame Street 
for 44 years, where she won 15 Emmy Awards as a writer. She 
was born in New Jersey, raised in the South Bronx, and attended 
Carnegie Mellon University. She has performed in Godspell, The 
Vagina Monologues, The Exonerated, and Love, Loss and What I 
Wore. She is very engaged in the community, having served on the 
Board of the March of Dimes, Board of the George Foster Peabody 
Awards, and Board of Symphony Space, a New York City theatrical 
institution. She is also a prolific writer and has received awards 

Sonia Manzano speaks to  
Chancellor’s Scholars

Chancellor’s Scholars enjoy the Convocation Dinner

Chancellor’s Scholars Justin and James Tiao at 2017 Orientation Picnic

2017 Halloween

The Campus Honors House is more than a house; it is a 
home full of intellectuals, friendships, and immense creativ-
ity. A wonderful way to express these attributes of CHP is 
through art. Art has the power to invite new conversations, 
spread joy, and make any house feel more like a home. 

In the recent academic year, there have been a few artistic 
additions to CHP. Thanks to the leadership and initiative of 
Chancellor’s Scholar ARMANDO SANCHEZ-MONSIVAIS, a group 
of students joined together for five months to create unique 
pieces of art. These students volunteered their free time 

Student artists display their work at the Honors House

STUDENT ART 
PROJECT:  
THE CAMPUS 
HONORS HOUSE 
IS MORE THAN  
A HOUSE 
by Trennedy Kleczewski  
(BUS Management)

to collaborate ideas with one another and work on 
individual projects such as canvas paintings, crochet 
designs, and photography. Their completed artworks 
are currently displayed throughout the Campus Hon-
ors House for the entire honors community to enjoy.

Artists include: Kate Bruns, Trennedy Kleczewski, 
Ally Merrett, Armando Sanchez-Monsivais, Alexandra 
Schneeberger, Lucas Simes, and Carson Wang. 

from the Association of Hispanic Arts, the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus, and the National Association of Latina 
Leaders. In 2016 she received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the Annual Daytime Emmys, and in 2005 she received an 
honorary doctorate from the University of Notre Dame. 

This annual event is in honor of Keith Kelroy, a Chancellor’s 
Scholar who passed away unexpectedly while attending the 
university. It is made possible by the generosity of his parents 
and other donors, many of whom are former honors students 
or faculty. Without their contributions, this event would not 
be possible.
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND HONORS

American Chemical Society (ACS) Division of 
Physical Chemistry Undergraduate Award (national)

PHILIP KOCHERIL, LAS Chemistry

Fulbright Grant (national, all expense for one 
year of graduate study or research abroad)

RACHEL JACOBY, BUS Accountancy and Supply 
Chain Management
THOMAS ROADCAP, 2017 alumnus, ENG Civil 
Engineering

Fulbright U.K. Summer Institutes (national, for 
undergraduates)

MICHAEL MITCHELL, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship (national 
award for juniors and seniors with outstanding 
research potential in mathematics, science, and 
engineering)

ALAYNA JOHNSON, LAS Chemistry and ENG 
Materials Science and Engineering

National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate 
Research Fellowship (three years of support 
toward advanced research-based degrees)

ANISH BHATTACHARYA, ENG Electrical Engineering
AMANDA COWFER, LAS Chemistry and Molecular 
and Cellular Biology
MICHAEL PAUL GAPINSKE, 2016 alumnus, ENG 
Bioengineering
ELIJAH KARVELIS, ENG Bioengineering
ALEXANDRA LAMTYUGINA, LAS Chemistry
RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH, LAS Physics

FINALISTS IN NATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Computing Research Association Outstanding 
Undergraduate Researcher Award (honorable 
mention)

KELLY MACK, ENG Computer Science

Fulbright Grant (finalist)

SHYAM SALADI, 2015 alumnus, LAS Molecular 
and Cellular Biology

Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship (honorable 
mention)

WESLEY TUNG, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM  
AWARD WINNERS 2017-18 

National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate 
Research Fellowship (honorable mention)

ITAMAR JACOB ALLALI, LAS Physics and Astronomy
ROBERT GREGORY ANDREWS, 2017 alumnus, LAS 
Mathematics and ENG Computer Science

REGIONAL, 
STATE, AND 
ALL-CAMPUS 
AWARDS
Bronze Tablet 
(University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, 
awarded to the top 
3% of each college’s 
graduating class)

CASEY BUNGE, LAS 
Molecular and Cellular 
Biology
SOFIA GARFIAS-YI, 
LAS Sociology and 
Communication
TRISTAN GURTLER, ENG 
Computer Science
MIRIAM HORSLEY, LAS 
Linguistics and East Asian 
Languages and Cultures
ISABELLA JACKSON, 
12/17 alumna, LAS Political Science
ELIJAH KARVELIS, LAS Chemical Engineering
JULIE (FOERTSCH) KLEIN, ACES Animal Sciences
PAIGE KORDAS, ENG Computer Science
ANDREW MIRANTI, ENG Computer Science
ALEXA NELSON, MED Advertising
AASHAY PATEL, ENG Bioengineering
MARGARET RICHARDS, ACES Animal Sciences
MEGAN ROOME, AHS Speech and Hearing Science
LAUREN SCHATZ, LAS Communication
ALEX SHEN, ENG Computer Engineering
CODY SIMPSON, ENG Civil Engineering
DIVYA SINGH, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology

PARRISH SMITH, senior, ACES Crop Sciences
RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH, LAS Physics
JUSTIN SONG, ENG Aerospace Engineering
KRISTA (TEMPLE) WIEBENGA, 12/17 alumna, ACES 
Agricultural Communications
VICTORIA WALLACE, LAS Integrative Biology and 
Global Studies
MATTHEW WELCH, 8/17 alumnus, LAS Actuarial 
Science and Statistics
SEAN ZWICKY, AHS Kinesiology

Beckman Undergraduate Research Fellowship

LOTANNA EZENEKWE, LAS Molecular and 
Cellular Biology

Cozad New Venture Competition (Technology 
Entrepreneur Center)

AASHAY PATEL, ENG Bioengineering, co-winner, 
for Vitrix Health

Melinda Dorsey Memorial Study Abroad 
Scholarship (Illinois International Programs)

KATHERINE CARROLL, ENG Aerospace Engineering

Environmental Writing Certificate (Institute for 
Sustainability, Energy, and Environment)

LAURA SCHULTZ, LAS Earth, Society, and 
Environmental Sustainability

Hoeft Technology and Management Program 
(graduating seniors, minor for engineering and 
business students)

CASSANDRA JENSEN, ENG Bioengineering
SARAH YEE JI KIM, BUS Accountancy
AASHAY PATEL, ENG Bioengineering
MADELINE SCHULZE, ENG Industrial Engineering
CATHERINE SHI, BUS Finance

International 
Development Studies 
Certificate (Center for 
Global Studies)

GRANT RICHARDSON, 
LAS Global Studies

James Newton 
Matthews Scholarship 
(a four-year renewable 
campus-level award, 
graduating seniors)

MELANIE BERG, BUS Finance and Accountancy
HANNAH BOHN, EDU Middle Grades Education
VELVIZHI RATHINAVELU, BUS Marketing and 
Information Systems and Information Technology

ALEX SHEN, ENG Computer Engineering
NIKHIL SHIVA, ENG Bioengineering
LYNN YEOM, BUS Accountancy and Information 
Systems and Information Technology

Mayo Clinic Summer Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship (Mayo-Illinois Alliance)

ALEEZA LEDER MACEK, LAS Integrative Biology 
and Chemistry

Outstanding Leadership Award (Office of 
Volunteer Programs)

ALAYNA JOHNSON, LAS Chemistry and ENG 
Materials Science and Engineering

Outstanding Service in Education Award 
(Office of Volunteer Programs)

SILVIA MARTIN, LAS Spanish and AHS Speech 
and Hearing Science

President’s Award Program (University of Illinois, 
graduating seniors)

HALEY BROWN, LAS Chemical Engineering
GEORGE IBRAHIM, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
BRANDON MURCHISON, LAS Astronomy

Provost Scholarship (Office of the Provost, 
graduating seniors)  

CODY SIMPSON, ENG Civil Engineering

Senior 100 Honorary (all-campus, top seniors 
based on academic standing and involvement, 
initiative, and 
leadership in campus 
and community 
activities)

HANNAH BOHN, EDU 
Middle Grades Education
HALEY BROWN, LAS 
Chemical Engineering
RACHEL JACOBY, BUS 
Accountancy and Supply 
Chain Management
SAM LEROY, BUS 
Marketing and Management
SILVIA MARTIN, LAS Spanish and AHS Speech and 
Hearing Science
LAURA SCHULTZ, LAS Earth, Society, and 
Environmental Sustainability
MEGAN ROOME, AHS Speech and Hearing Science
NIKHIL SHIVA, ENG Bioengineering
DIVYA SINGH, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
PARRISH SMITH, ACES Crop Sciences
JUSTIN SONG, ENG Aerospace Engineering

Stamps Scholarship (graduating seniors, Stamps 
Family Charitable Foundation, Inc.)

ANISH BHATTACHARYA, ENG Electrical Engineering
ELIJAH KARVELIS, LAS Chemical Engineering
MADELINE SCHULZE, ENG Industrial Engineering
RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH, LAS Physics
ANUSHA THOTAKURA, LAS Political Science and 
Economics
GARRET WATERSTRADT, AHS Kinesiology

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
King Broadrick-Allen Award for Excellence in 
Honors Teaching (Campus Honors Program)

MARK S. MICALE, History

Calvin Ke Memorial Student Leadership Award 
(Campus Honors Program, graduating seniors)

AMANDA COWFER, LAS Chemistry and Molecular 
and Cellular Biology
SAM LEROY, BUS Marketing and Management
PARRISH SMITH, ACES Crop Sciences

CHP Honors Student Council Executive Officers 
for 2017 – 2018 (elected by their peers)

JOSEPH BRYANT, LAS Physics (President)
VIRAAT GOEL, ENG Bioengineering (Treasurer)
CONNOR REARDON, ENG Computer Science (Publicity)
JUSTIN TIAO, ENG Bioengineering (Secretary)

CHP Honors Student Council Executive Board 
for 2018-19

TAYLOR FALCONER, ENG Mechanical Engineering 
(Co-Vice President, Social Engagement)
ETHAN FROBISH, LAS English (Vice President, 
Publications)
TRENNEDY KLECZEWSKI, BUS Management (Vice 
President, Arts and Community Engagement)
MADYSON LOCKE, AHS Kinesiology (Secretary)
JAMES TIAO, BUS Accountancy (President)

JUSTIN TIAO, ENG Bioengineering (Vice President, 
Academic Engagement)
ROBERT VITEK, ENG Electrical Engineering 
(Co-Vice President, Social Engagement)

CHP Intercultural Study Tour to Peru (Spring 
2018, led by Professor Helaine Silverman)

JACOB ANDERSON, ENG Engineering Physics
GIULIA BARBIERI, ENG Civil Engineering
ANISH BHATTACHARYA, ENG Electrical Engineering
DAVID CAO, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
DOUGLAS CHAN, LAS Chemistry
DEBORAH CHANG, BUS Accountancy
CRYSTAL CHEN, ENG Industrial Design
AMANDA COWFER, LAS Chemistry and Molecular 
and Cellular Biology
ZACK FISHMAN, ENG Engineering Physics
ETHAN FROBISH, LAS English
ELIJAH KARVELIS, LAS Chemical Engineering
ALLISON NEGGERS, LAS Psychology
GRACE OBERG, EDU Special Education
LAURA OLANDER, Animal Science
MADELINE SCHULZE, ENG Industrial Engineering
SAMANTHA SHAFFER, ACES Crop Sciences
CATHERINE SHI, BUS Finance
ANUSHA THOTAKURA, LAS Political Science
GARRET WATERSTRADT, AHS Kinesiology

CHP Outstanding Senior Award (19 seniors, for 
academic excellence and CHP participation)

NATHAN BEAUCHAMP, 12/17 alumnus, ENG Electrical 
Engineering
CASEY BUNGE, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
ERICK CONNELLY, ENG Engineering Physics
TRISTAN GURTLER, ENG Computer Science
MIRIAM HORSLEY, LAS 
Linguistics and EALSC
ISABELLA JACKSON, 12/17 
alumna, LAS Political 
Science
PAIGE KORDAS, LAS 
Computer Science
ANDREW MIRANTI, ENG 
Computer Science
AASHAY PATEL, ENG 
Bioengineering
MEGAN ROOME, AHS 
Speech and Hearing Science
LAUREN SCHATZ, LAS Communication
ALEX SHEN, ENG Computer Engineering
NIKHIL SHIVA, ENG Bioengineering

Chancellor’s Scholar Wesley Tung shows his research

CHP graduate  
Tristan Gurtler

CHP graduate  
Alexa Nelson

CHP graduate  
Grant Richardson

CHP graduate  
Lauren Schatz

CHP graduate  
Sam Leroy

Stamps Scholars at CHP Graduation Ceremony

continued, pg 20
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THANKS TO THESE GENEROUS DONORS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT TO THE CHP
July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018

 
With these gifts we can continue to offer quality programming to Chancellor’s Scholars.  
 (All donors marked with an asterisk have given previously.)

*Professor Richard W. (Emeritus CHP Director and CHP faculty member) and  
  Jayne A. Burkhardt, Jr. – Calvin Ke Memorial Fund and Keith Kelroy Convocation Fund
*Tracy M. Butler (2006 alumna)
*Craig R. (1990 alumnus) and Caryn B. Caffarelli
*Dr. Christian M. Carrico (1992 alumnus) and Elizabeth Gipson
*Jessica L. Eggert (2006 alumna) and Jeff Waxman
*Daniel and Kelly A. (Paulini, 2004 alumna) Conroe
*Cara S. (Blonz, 1991 alumna) and Michael W. DeGraff
*Allison C. Dehnel (2010 alumna)
*Alex T. (2002 alumnus) and Holly S. Edwin
*Michael S. Eichner (2013 alumnus, matched by PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP)
*Samuel B. Emmons (1993 alumnus) and Robin B. Ritter
*David A. Fike (2001 alumnus)
*Johanna M. Gemperline (2011 alumna)
*Nathan R. Gerby (2011 alumnus)
*Dr. Grace A. Giorgio (CHP faculty member) and Jeffrey M. Harshberger
*Professor Kim C. Graber (CHP Director and CHP faculty)
*Professor Kimiko Y. Gunji (Emeritus CHP faculty member)
*Emily M. (Bloemer, 1995 alumna) and Kirk Hartke
*Dr. Christine E. Heitsch (1994 alumna) and Stephen Chenney
*Professor Hans Heinrich Hock (CHP faculty member) and Dr. Zarina M. Hock
*James J. Jay (2002 alumnus)
  Dr. James Jeng and Wen-Shiuan Jeng
*Michael A. Jorda (1997 alumnus)
  Bina R. Joshi (2004 alumna)
  Susan L. Kalis and Jeffrey A. Butts
*Karen L. Kelroy and Frederick R. Kelroy – Keith Kelroy Convocation Fund
*Seema P. Kini (2005 alumna)
*Smita P. Kini (2001 alumna)
*Keith S. Labedz (2001 alumnus)
*Dennis K. (1990 alumnus) and Gloria Lee
*David J. Luedtke (2010 alumnus)
*Lindsay G. (Gehrig, 2006 alumna) and Jorge Martinez

  Benjamin T. Montet (2011 alumnus) and Laura D. Klein (2011 alumna)
*Joanne L. Pearlman (1997 alumna)
*Robert A. Petersen (1998 alumnus)
*Carl M. (2007 alumnus) and Erin Press
*Maureen V. Reagan (1991 alumna) and Bruce A. Zimmerman
  Julie C. and Dr. Gregory D. Reckamp
  Vikram T. Reddy (2015 alumnus)
*Michael W. Roberson (1993 alumnus)
*Martin and Dr. Erin E. (McFarland, 1997 alumna) Schutte
*Jeffrey S. (1990 alumnus) and Hope W. Shamberg
*Alejandro D. Soejarto (1992 alumnus)
*Kenneth M. Shaevel (2015 alumnus, matched by GE Foundation)
*Julie M. and Andrew R. Tucker (matched by The Boeing Company)
  Dr. Neena Tripathy (1994 alumnus)
  Grant E. Ullrich (2004 alumnus)
*James C. Vary, Jr. (1993 alumnus)
*Kent A. (1993 alumnus) and Aimee Willetts
*Ashley A. and Steve B. Wooden (2001 alumnus)
*Professor Thomas S. (CHP faculty member) and Julia B. Ulen
*Dr. Eric R. Weeks (1992 alumnus) 
  Chun Yang (2012 alumnus, matched by Salesforce, Inc.)
*Dr. Peter M. and Rittchell A. Yau
*John C. Zeman (2008 alumnus) and Kathleen M. Lenzini (2008 alumna)
*Dr. Michael Zielinski (1994 alumnus)

$1-99 ~ Scholars Level
  Dr. Lauren M. Allegretti (2010 alumna)
*Sarah E. Losh Bakker (2009 alumna)
*David E. Beckman (1992 alumnus)
  Dr. Jerry F. Benzl
*Katrina A. Bromann (2006 alumna) and Artillery G. Riewaldt
*Jessica Chen (2014 alumna)

*Dr. Caroline E. Cvetkovic (2011 alumna) and Douglas A. Litteken
*Kimberly A. Daul (2012 alumna)
*Dr. Carl L. Dohrman (2002 alumnus)
  Christopher A. (1999 alumnus) and Cynthia Francisco
*Neal K. Groothuis (2002 alumnus) and Emily Dewan
*Julie E. (Guzman, 2013 alumna) and David Libonate
*Roxana Hadad (1999 alumna)
*Christopher D. and Whitney J. (Werich, 2001 alumna) Heard
*Edward R. (1991 alumnus) and Amy S. Hulina
*Terrie and Harold Kallal 
*Dr. Darrel (Emeritus CHP faculty member) and Cheryl Kesler
*Sophia J. Lee (2008 alumna) and Theron Halsey
*Roxanne A. Moore (2007 alumna)
*Megan (O’Connell) McFarlane (2008 alumna)
  David V. McGuire (1991 alumnus)
*Marie A. Mayer (2007 alumna)
*Ryan M. and Jennifer (Cutts, 2004 alumna) Mokos 
*Alexander and Deborah (1995 alumna) Plager
 Dr. Thomas T. (1995 alumnus) and Heather A. Pleune
*Robert and Mary A. Rivas
*Karen S. Roll-Gardener (1990 alumna) and Brian B. Gardener (1992 alumnus)
 Katherine E. Rossie
 Cheryl A (Stevenson, 2004 alumna) and Phillip T. Connelley
*Xiaorong J. Wu (2007 alumna)
*Whitney B. Wyckoff (2009 alumna)

If there are any errors, please inform Elizabeth Rockman (rockman@illinois.edu) immediately so a 
correction can be made. In order to adequately acknowledge the generosity of our donors, we plan 
to begin including a list of donors’ names on our website. If you would prefer not to have your name 
included on the list, please inform Elizabeth Rockman.

$2,500 and up ~ Director’s Level
*Jean Q. He (2005 alumna) and Dr. Michael A. Munie (2004 alumnus)
*Jeof R. McAllister (1994 alumnus)

$1000-2,499 ~ Highest Honors Level
*Christopher R. Eichenseer (1996 alumnus)
*Jeanne M. Gatto (2006 alumna, matched by Baxter International, Inc.)
*Thomas A. Insel (1995 alumnus)
*Dr. J. Michael and Barbara Jane Moore (matched by ExxonMobil Foundation)

$500-999 ~ High Honors Level
*Seth T. Gammon (2000 alumnus)
*Daniel Graesser (2004 alumnus) and Gillian K. Weiss (2006 alumna)
*Hsiang Lan Ke and Jeng Shyong Ke – Calvin Ke Memorial Fund
*Kristine (Klinger, 2010 alumna) and David Kijowski (2010 alumnus)
*David P. O’Connor (2001 alumnus) and Caroline West
*Dr. Jeremy R. Nighohossian (2006 alumnus)
*Root and Nathan and Elysia Y. (Jiang, 1999 alumna) Root
*Julie K. and Stephen P. Shaffer
*Amanda K. (Leonard, 2000 alumna) Benjamin H. Shanbaum (2001 alumnus)
*Sergei S. (2008 alumnus) and Hayley Shevlyagin  (matched by Allstate Foundation)
*Dr. B. Joseph (CHP faculty member) and Mary P. White

$100-499 ~ Honors Level
*Miguel A. Aleman (2008 alumnus) and Alison Levy
*Timothy J. Allison (2001 alumnus)
*Eric A. and Denese L. Anderson (matched by Motorola Solutions, Inc.)
*Dr. Eugene E. and Antonia A. Beiriger
*Roderick C. and Julie (Nochumson, 1991 alumna) Berthold
  Aaron J. Bishop (1998 alumnus)

HP alums Laura Klein and Ben Montet Katelyn Helmold, Matthew Rodriguez,  
E. Graham Evans, and Kim Graber

Chancellor’s Scholars enjoy new popcorn 
machine in renovated lounge

WHAT YOU SUPPORTED

Donors enable the Campus Honors Program to provide many special events and op-
portunities for students that might not otherwise be possible. We use funds to support 
such things as student research and travel abroad, power lunches, the continuation 
of our student art project, new equipment, and other activities that positively facilitate 
the student experience in honors.

We thank all our donors for this significant help to the Campus Honors Program!

ALUMNI RESPONSES TO “WHY I GIVE”

CHRISTOPHER R. EICHENSEER: “I 
graduated from the Honors Program in 1996 
and feel much gratitude for my excellent 
education.”

AARON J. BISHOP: “The UofI and the 
Campus Honors Program set me on a path 
of success. I often reflect on the years I spent 
in Urbana-Champaign, even when I’m working 
half-way around the world in Madagascar!”

JULIE K. SHAFFER and STEVEN P. SHAFFER: 
“U of I has given so many fantastic opportunities 
to our children, Samantha and Annabelle Shaf-
fer. We would like to pay it forward.”

SETH T. GAMMON: “CHP classes were some of 
the most important classes that I attended, and my 
time at the house will always be remembered.”

SMITA P. KINI: “I am an alumna and want to 
support my undergrad institution.”

DR. CAROLINE E. CVETKOVIC: “My husband 
(Douglas A. Litteken) and I are proud alumni of 
the College of Engineering at the University of 
Illinois (5 degrees combined between the two of 
us!). We both benefitted from scholarships. I also 
was a member of Campus Honors Program.”

KAREN S. ROLL-GARDENER and MR. 
BRIAN B. GARDENER: “My husband and I 
were part of the Campus Honors Program.”

ROXANA HADAD: “Both CHP and the Japan 
House were formative for me.”

KENNETH M. SHAEVEL: “I am proud to give 
back to the Illinois institutions that most shaped 
my personal and professional growth to where 
I am today.”

BENJAMIN T. MONTET and LAURA 
KLEIN: “CHP was such a great part of our 
experience at Illinois; we want to make sure it’s 
around for the next generation of students.”

Special thanks are extended to MATTHEW 
J. RODRIGUEZ (5/99 alumnus, LAS Physics 
and Mathematics) of Larchmont, New York 
for his continued pledge to support the cre-
ation of the E. Graham Evans Scholarship, 

that was awarded for the first time to 
KATELYN HELMOLD (LAS Mathematics). 
We were delighted that Matthew, Katelyn, 
and E. Graham Evans were able to meet 
at an 11/10/18 lunch.

APPRECIATION OF NEW ENDOWMENT/SCHOLARSHIP   

If you are interested in sup-
porting the Campus Honors 
Program in our mission to sup-
port undergraduate students, 
please see https://www.hon-
ors.illinois.edu/Help%20Sup-
port%20the%20Campus%20
Honors%20Program.shtml for 
giving opportunities. We ap-
preciate any help that furthers 
innovation and learning.

HOW TO HELP  

Chancellor Jones at lunch with Chancellor’s Scholars
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2018 CHP OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARD 
Continued

CODY SIMPSON, ENG Civil Engineering
PARRISH SMITH, ACES Crop Sciences
RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH, LAS Physics
JUSTIN SONG, ENG Aerospace Engineering
KRISTA (TEMPLE) WIEBENGA, 12/17 alumna, ACES 
Agricultural Communications
SEAN ZWICKY, AHS Kinesiology and LAS Economics

CHP Special Merit Scholarship (graduating 
seniors, awarded to an average of two entering 
Chancellor’s Scholars annually)

CASEY BUNGE, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology

2018 CHP SUMMER RESEARCH AWARDS

BENJAMIN DAVID, ENG Bioengineering, Oxygen 
Encapsulating Nanoparticles with Professor Joseph 
Irudayaraj
DENNIS RICH, ENG Electrical Engineering, Controlled 
Spalling in Lithium Niobate with Professor Can Bayram
LUIE SIGEL, ENG Bioengineering, Effect of Selenium 
with Professor Marcello Rubessa

2018 CHP SUMMER TRAVEL AWARDS

AUSTIN BORN, ENG Computer Engineering, Nagoya, 
Japan (IPENG)
EMMA ERICKSON, ENG Electrical Engineering, 
Ostfildern, Germany (Internship)
TAYLOR FALCONER, ENG Mechanical Engineering, 
Pisa, Italy (IPENG)
ANDREW MILLER, ENG Electrical Engineering, 
Madrid, Spain (IPENG)
PARTH PATEL, BUS Finance, New York, NY (Internship)
ZOE REPLINGER, FAA Theatre, Iowa (Summer stock)
HOLLY STALLARD, ACES Food Science and 
Human Nutrition, Greece (ACES)

E. Graham Evans, Jr. Scholarship (endowed 
scholarship given to first-year Chancellor’s 
Scholar majoring in 
Mathematics)

KATELYN HELMOLD, 
LAS Mathematics

CHP/Yanai Rotary Club 
Good-Will Ambassador 
to Japan

FEDERICO HERNANDEZ-
NATER, FAA Music

COLLEGE AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS, 
AND RECOGNITIONS

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Bentley, Orville G., Award for Excellence 
in Undergraduate Research (College of 
Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental 
Sciences)

CASSIDY DONNELLY, ACES Animal Sciences

Richard C. and Helen Coddington Design 
Team Award (Department of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering)

ALEX BRAUMAN, ENG Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering

John Deere Award 
(Department of 
Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering)

KARA BROCKAMP, 
ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering

Larry and Lola 
Huggins Scholarship 
(Department of 
Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering)

JORDAN BLAKE BANKS, ENG Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering

Bernard C. Mathews/Mathews Company 
Scholarship (Department of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering)

ALEX BROCKAMP, ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering

Jean Stubblefield Memorial Animal Science 
Scholarship (IAA Foundation of the Illinois Farm 
Bureau)

MACKENZIE WELLS, ACES Animal Sciences

Jonathan Baldwin Turner (JBT) Scholars (College 
of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental 
Sciences, graduating seniors)

ALEX BRAUMAN, ACES Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering
LUCIA DUNDERMAN, ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering
MONIKA LISZKA, ACES Animal Sciences

DANIEL MARGULIS, ACES Food Science and Human 
Nutrition
SAM SMITHSON, ACES Food Science and Human 
Nutrition

COLLEGE OF APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

Pamela Borelli and Family Achievement Award 
(Division of Disability Resources and Educational 
Services)

AMANDA COWFER, LAS Chemistry and Molecular 
and Cellular Biology

Barbara Williams Hodson Scholarship 
(Department of Speech and Hearing Science)

MEGAN ROOME, AHS Speech and Hearing Science

Rising Star Award (Department of 
Interdisciplinary Health Sciences)

PETER WALKER, AHS Interdisciplinary Health 
Sciences

GIES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Mary Sparks Alley Scholarship (Department of 
Business Administration)

CARLY MARCHAL, BUS Finance

Business Honors Program (graduating seniors, 
40 students per year in the College of Business)

MELANIE BERG, BUS Finance and Accountancy
RACHEL JACOBY, BUS Accountancy and Supply 
Chain Management

John Deere Supply Chain Management 
Scholarship (Gies College of Business)

NORA O’BRIEN, BUS Supply Chain Management and 
Marketing
KEVIN O’NEALL, BUS Supply Chain Management and 
Information Systems and Information Technology

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM  
AWARD WINNERS 2017-18 CONTINUED

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Federico Hernandez-Nater

CHP graduates Miriam Horsley and Megan Roome at 
Bronze Tablet receptionChancellor’s Scholar 

Kara Brockamp

Ernsteen Family Centennial Scholarship  
(Gies College of Business)

BRIANNA JORDAN, BUS Marketing

Lawrence I. and Barbara Field Scholarship 
(College of Business)

MICHAEL MITCHELL, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

Gies College of Business Scholarship

DEVKI KASTURE, BUS Curriculum Unassigned
ANNIE WU, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

Leiby S. Hall Scholarship (College of Business, 
to juniors and seniors for academic merit, 
leadership activities, and community 
involvement)

TRENNEDY KLECZEWSKI, BUS Management

George and Amanda Hanley Scholarship  
(Gies College of Business)

CATHERINE SHI, BUS Finance

Dawn and David Lehmann Scholarship (Gies 
College of Business)

ELIZABETH JASZKA, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

Bruce Lundstrom International Study Abroad 
Scholarship (Gies College of Business)

KEVIN MAXSON, BUS Finance

H. Keith McVicker Scholarship (Gies College of 
Business)

RACHEL JACOBY, BUS Accountancy
ETHAN SIMMONS, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

Stein Scholarship for Excellence (Gies College  
of Business)

LYNNETTE LU, BUS Finance

Alfred and Mildred Vondenbosch Scholarship 
(Gies College of Business)

REGINA MILLER, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

William Chandler Bagley Scholarship (College of 
Education)

GRACE LIU, EDU 
Elementary Education

Katherine Colman 
Scholarship (College of 
Education)

GRACE LIU, EDU 
Elementary Education

COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING

AIAA Scholastic Achievement Award 
(Department of Aerospace Engineering, for 
highest GPA of a graduating senior)

JUSTIN SONG, ENG Aerospace Engineering

ASME Junior Leadership Award (Department of 
Mechanical Science and Engineering)

MAYA D’SOUZA, Mechanical Science and 
Engineering

George and Cynthia Anner Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

EMMA ERICKSON, ENG 
Electrical Engineering

Roy A. Axford 
Undergraduate 
Scholarship 
(Department of 
Nuclear, Plasma, 
and Radiological 
Engineering)

WILLIAM 
BROCKSCHMIDT, ENG Nuclear, Plasma, and 
Radiological Engineering

Louis R. Berner Scholarship (Department of 
Materials Science and Engineering)

COLLIN ANDERSON, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

Boeing Scholarship (Department of Aerospace 
Engineering)

NATALIE PFISTER, ENG Aerospace Engineering
AMY STRAUCH, ENG Aerospace Engineering

Bei Tse and May Chao Scholarship (Department 
of Mechanical Science and Engineering)

AAKASH CHOUBAL, ENG Mechanical Engineering

Louis R. Berner Scholarship (Department of 
Materials Science and Engineering)

COLLIN ANDERSON, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

CEEAA Undergraduate Service Leadership 
Scholarship (Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering)

LAUREN EXCELL, ENG Civil Engineering

Dunn Family Scholarship (Department of 
Computer Science)

AUSTIN BROWN, ENG Computer Science

A. Epstein Award in Civil Engineering 
(Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, graduate with highest GPA)

CODY SIMPSON, ENG Civil Engineering

Patrick B. and Janet A. Flanagan ASME Senior 
Leadership Award (Department of Mechanical 
Science and Engineering)

IAN BASHOR, ENG Mechanical Engineering

Harold and Ruth Hayward/Tau Beta Pi 
Scholarship (College of Engineering)

LILY BENIG, ENG Bioengineering
AUSTIN BROWN, ENG Computer Science
PAIGE KORDAS, ENG 
Computer Science
ANDREW MIRANTI, ENG 
Computer Science

ISE Service Award 
(Department of 
Industrial and 
Enterprise Systems 
Engineering)

EMILY STANFIELD, ENG 
Industrial Engineering

Donald R. and Arline D. Jeschke Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

LUIS ARAGON, ENG Electrical Engineering

Chancellor’s Scholar Trennedy Kleczewski 
shows her artwork

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Grace Liu

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Emma Erickson

CHP graduate  
Paige Kordas
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Ernest A. Tolli Memorial Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

ROBERT KAUFMAN, ENG Electrical Engineering

H. L. Wakeland 
Undergraduate 
Leadership Award 
(College of Engineering, 
for a junior or senior 
who has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership)

LUCIA DUNDERMAN, 
ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering

George A. and Ina M. 
Zehr Scholarship (Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering)

BENJAMIN SCHREIBER, ENG Computer 
Engineering

COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS

Division Achievement Award (School of Music)

WALTER KASMER, FAA Music Composition

Franz Joseph Haydn Scholarship in Music 
Performance (School of Music)

MATTHEW REEDER, FAA Music Composition

Susan Starett Scholarship (School of Music)

LEAH HAYNES, FAA Instrumental Music

Robert E. Thomas 
Award in Music 
Education (School of 
Music)

ANNE JOHNSON, FAA 
Music Education

COLLEGE OF 
LIBERAL ARTS AND 
SCIENCES

Robert H. Bierma Scholarship (College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences)

ISABELLA JACKSON, 12/17 alumna, LAS Political 
Science

CHP graduate  
Charlotte Collins

CHP graduate  
John Graft

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Anne Johnson CHP graduate  

Isaac Strain

CHP graduate  
Amand Cowfer

CHP graduate  
Mrunmayi Deshmukh

CHP graduate  
Lucia Dunderman

CHP graduate  
Sasha Lamtyugina

Knights of St. Patrick 
(College of Engineering, 
highest honor for 
leadership, character, 
and contribution to the 
college)

MRUNMAYI DESHMUKH, 
ENG Electrical 
Engineering
LUCIA DUNDERMAN, 
ENG Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering
KEVIN PERALTA, ENG Mechanical Engineering

Koch Scholarship in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering (Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering)

ABIGAIL IUORIO, ENG Civil Engineering

Henry O. Koehler Merit Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

DOHUN JEONG, ENG Electrical Engineering

Robert E. and Karen Martin Luetje Scholarship 
(Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering)

SIMON EGNER, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

Robert C. MacClinchie Scholarship (Department 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering, to one 
outstanding junior for scholastic excellence and 
leadership in outside activities)

ALEX SHEN, ENG Computer Engineering

M. Metzger Memorial Scholarship (Department 
of Materials Science and Engineering)

ALLEN GUO, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

George H. Miley LENR Undergraduate 
Scholarship (Department of Nuclear, Plasma, 
and Radiological Engineering)

DARIO PANICI, ENG Nuclear, Plasma, and 
Radiological Engineering

Frank C. Mock 
Scholarship 
(Department of 
Electrical and 
Computer Engineering)

JOHN GRAFT, ENG 
Electrical Engineering

Bernard Delbert 
Murphy Scholarship 
(Department of Civil 
and Environmental 
Engineering)

LUKE HANSELMAN, ENG Civil Engineering
Michael E. Napier Memorial Award 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

DENNIS RICH, ENG Electrical

Harriet and Robert Perry Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

HYUNMIN PAUL JEONG, ENG Computer 
Engineering

Rothmuller Award (Department of Computer 
Science)

PATRICK GALLAGHER, ENG Computer Science

William R. Schowalter Award (College of 
Engineering)

VIRAAT GOEL, ENG Bioengineering

Frederick Secor Memorial Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

ROBERT VITEK, ENG Electrical Engineering

Grant W. Shaw Memorial Scholarship 
(Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering)

KYLE BATHGATE, ENG Civil Engineering

Robert A. Stein Scholarship (Department of 
Physics)

GIOVANNI DIAZ, ENG Engineering Physics

Texas Instruments Women STEM Stars 
Scholarship (Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering)

APARAJITHA ADIRAJU, ENG Computer Engineering
JI YEON IN, ENG Electrical Engineering
JESSICA SALMI, ENG Computer Engineering

Franklin A. Boyle Scholarship (School of 
Chemical Sciences)

ELIJAH KARVELIS, LAS Chemical Engineering

ESES Outstanding Senior (Department of Earth, 
Society, and Environmental Sustainability)

LAURA SCHULTZ, LAS Earth, Society, and 
Environmental Sustainability

Economics Service Award (Department of 
Economics)

KEVIN CHENG, LAS Chemistry

GIS Certificate (Department of Geography and 
Geographic Information Science)

SAMANTHA ELIZONDO, LAS Geography

Clarence G. Gerhold Memorial Scholarship 
(School of Chemical Sciences)

MICHELLE BROWN, LAS Chemical Engineering

Vincent O. Greene Scholarship in Mathematics 
(Department of Mathematics)

ROBERT LOU, LAS Mathematics

Herbert S. Gutowsky Scholarship (School of 
Chemical Sciences)

REBECCA HAIGHT, LAS Chemistry

Chester W. Hannum Scholarship (School of 
Chemical Sciences)

ALISHBA REHMAN, LAS Chemical Engineering
ISAAC STRAIN, LAS Chemical Engineering

Robert E. Hetrick 
Undergraduate 
Research Award 
(Department of 
Physics)

ITAMAR ALLALI, LAS 
Physics

Integrative Biology 
Honors Junior 
Achievement Award 
(Department of 
Integrative Biology)

ALEEZA LEDER MACEK, LAS Integrative Biology and 
Chemistry

Lubrizol Scholarship 
(School of Chemical 
Sciences)

AMANDA COWFER, 
LAS Chemistry and 
Molecular and Cellular 
Biology

Ernest Lyman Prize 
(Department of Physics, 
for outstanding senior)

RACHEL EMMA CLARKE 
SMITH, LAS Physics

Peter C. and Gretchen Miller Markunas 
Scholarship (School of Chemical Sciences)

KEVIN CHENG, LAS Chemistry
PHILIP KOCHERIL, LAS Chemistry

MCB Certificate in Neuroscience (Department 
of Molecular and Cellular Biology)

MADELINE SPONHOLTZ, LAS Biochemistry
EZRA WINTER-NELSON, LAS Molecular and 
Cellular Biology

Ogura Award for Outstanding Senior in 
Atmospheric Sciences 

ALEXANDER ERWIN, LAS Atmospheric Sciences

Outstanding Undergraduate Student in 
Linguistics (Department of Linguistics)

MIRIAM HORSLEY, LAS Linguistics and East Asian 
Languages and Cultures

Phi Beta Kappa 
(Liberal Arts and 
Sciences Honorary, top 
1% of junior class or 
top 3% of senior class)

RACHEL BRIONES, 2017 
alumna, LAS Psychology
DAVID CAO, LAS 
Molecular and Cellular 
Biology
ANDREW EBERLEIN, LAS 
Physics
JING KAI GOH, LAS Actuarial Science and Statistics
MIRIAM HORSLEY, LAS Linguistics
ELIJAH KARVELIS, LAS Chemical Engineering
ALEXANDRA LAMTYUGINA, LAS Chemistry
ALEEZA LEDER MACEK, LAS Integrative Biology and 
Chemistry
KELLY MACK, ENG Computer Science

MATTHEW RICE, LAS Political Science
MARGARET RICHARDS, ACES Animal Sciences
NICHOLAS RUBLE, 2017 alumnus, LAS English
NIKHIL SHIVA, ENG Bioengineering
VICTORIA WALLACE, LAS Integrative Biology
SEAN ZWICKY, AHS Kinesiology

Jeremiah D. Sullivan Undergraduate Research 
Award (Department of Physics)

HANNAH MANETSCH, LAS Physics

Ralph S. Tyler Award for Best in Japanese 
Language Study (Department of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures)

MIRIAM HORSLEY, LAS Linguistics and East Asian 
Languages and Cultures

Glenn Rhodes Wilson Scholarship (School of 
Chemical Sciences)

MINGKANG QI, LAS Chemistry

COLLEGE OF MEDIA

C&U Poster Advertising Company Scholarship 
(College of Media, for a senior in advertising)

ALEXA NELSON, MED Advertising

Eleanor Garm Hemminger Scholarship (College 
of Media)

ARMANDO SANCHEZ-MONSIVAIS, MED Advertising

Marilyn Miller Kaytor 
Scholarship (College 
of Media, for students 
studying journalism)

CHARLOTTE COLLINS, 
MED Journalism

Media Alumni Award 
(College of Media)

NICOLE BERTRAND, 
12/17 alumna, MED 
Advertising

Lulu Kelly Nardine Award (Department of 
Journalism)

KRISTA (TEMPLE) WIEBENGA, ACES Agricultural 
Communications

Harold E. and Dorothy Johnson Sortor 
Journalism Scholarship (College of Media)

MATTHEW RICE, LAS Political ScienceParrish Smith, 
ACES Crop Sciences

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM  
AWARD WINNERS 2017-18 CONTINUED
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The Honors Living-Learning Community (LLC), 
located at Nugent Hall in Champaign, welcomed its 
second student class in August 2017. The average 
Grade Point Average of a student living in the 
Honors LLC is more than a 3.6 on a 4.0 scale. In 
Academic Year 2017 – 2018, the Honors LLC had 
236 beds filled, and for the 2018 – 2019 Academic 
Year, 48% of the residents planning to return. The 
Honors LLC averages more than 650 applications to 
live in the LLC annually. The students this past year 
were involved in research, academic co-curricular 
activities, and community service through the 
mandatory Honors LLC course, with eight courses 
offered this year. In 2017 the Honors LLC established 
an Honors Abroad component, this year students 
explored the connections between Culture, Society, 
and Food in Italy.

The Honors LLC has established solid partnerships 
on campus to create a well-rounded experience 
for residents, including collaborations with the 
Campus Honors Program, the Office of Inclusion 
and Intercultural Relations, the Illinois Program for 

KDR AND SAS 
UPDATES

CHP presented some returning favorite programs and several new and exciting ones in 2017 – 2018!  Please 
see https://honors.illinois.edu/Krannert%20Dress%20Rehearsal%20Series.shtml for the Krannert Dress 
Rehearsal listings, and https://honors.illinois.edu/Scholar%20Adventure%20Series.shtml for the Scholar 
Adventurers Series programming. 

Elizabeth Rockman (rockman@illinois.edu) coordinates these events, and welcomes ideas for new programs.

HONORS  
LIVING-LEARNING  

COMMUNITY

In light of the Black Lives Matter movement and increased 
publicity of police shootings and their aftermaths, many 
conversations are being had across the country about polic-
ing policies. This SAS provided a unique opportunity for many 
Chancellor’s Scholars to talk directly with officers on campus 
and in the greater community about their efforts to limit 
excess use of police force in our area. In our conversation 

with DR. MIKE SCHLOSSER who is the director 
of the University of Illinois Police Training 
Institute and LIEUTENANT JOAN FIESTA who 
coordinates training and crime prevention for 
the University of Illinois Police Department 
many of the students learned what communi-
ty policing is and what local efforts are being 
made particularly in police training to prevent 
more of these incidents. 

Community policing is a strategy of policing 
that involves putting police officers into the 

community in non-threatening situations to allow the commu-
nity to build ties with the officers to proactively address the 
immediate conditions that give rise to public safety issues. 
Local efforts include not only having officers out and about in 
the community but also de-escalation techniques being taught 
in the training stages of police education. Dr. Schlosser and 
Lt. Fiesta discussed their research involving techniques to 
prevent the discharging of a weapon by the use of de-
escalation scripts taught during their training. Many students, 
myself included, had no idea what efforts were being made 
by the local force to prevent the incidents that we hear on the 
news. Although many of us mostly attended this SAS to learn, 
this SAS was ultimately a discussion, and one that many of us 
hope to continue in the future. Through continued discussions 
between police and community members about the efforts 
and perceptions on both sides of the issue, we can continue 
to improve the community-police relationships locally, with 
potential national reform as a goal. 

CHANCELLOR’S 
SCHOLAR ON 
“COMMUNITY 

POLICING IN THE 
TRUMP ERA” SAS 

– by Aleeza Leder Macek  

(LAS) Integrative Biology

Public Safety SAS with Lt. Fiesta  
and Dr. Schlosser

Chancellor’s Scholars participated in a special preview on 2/3/18 of 
a film directed by DAVID FRANKLIN (1992 alumnus, LAS Humanities), 
As Far As The Eye Can See – which was released in February 2018. 
He introduced the film on his national tour and took questions after 
the screening.

From publicity information: “In the tradition of Tender Mercies and Five Easy 
Pieces, As Far As The Eye Can See tells the story of Jack Ridge (Jason 
London, Dazed and Confused), a former piano prodigy once mentored by the 
renowned pianist Van Cliburn, who has retreated to his family’s farmland in 
north Texas. His wife (Jenni Tooley, Boyhood) has left him, and the week of the 
annual county piano competition, he punches his fist into a wall, threatening to 
derail his first public performance in years and burn his last remaining bridge 
to the town he grew up in. As Far As The Eye Can See was named “Best 
Texas Film” at the Lone Star Film Festival, and our star, Jason London, was 
named “Best Actor” at the Hill Country Film Festival.”  The film David Franklin 
has been working on for five years was released by Gravitas Ventures on 
VOD, DVD and Blu-ray disc, and there is more information about the film at 
www.asfarasmovie.com.

Many Chancellor’s Scholars enjoyed the movie alongside students from 
the College of Media (along with free popcorn and other movie snacks!), 
and the movie received rave reviews from our students:

“I enjoyed it much more than I thought I would – I came into the event think-
ing that it would be great; however, the film was beyond great, it was amaz-
ing! I definitely would enjoy more events like this and very much enjoyed 

meeting the director and the discussion that followed the 
film.” – FEDERICO HERNANDEZ-NATER (FAA Music)

“I thought the film was very good. I do not normally 
enjoy independently-made films as much as I do 
big-budget films, but this film kept me captivated and 
entertained the entire time. I also thought that David 
did a great job of answering questions and providing 
us interesting details about the film. I would definitely 
be interested in more SAS opportunities like this one.” 
– BENJAMIN LAWYER (LAS Actuarial Science)

“I thought this SAS was excellent because the CHP 
not only supported an alumnus of the school and 
organization, but also shared with us a fantastic 
movie about life, time, and moving on. Would recommend to any-
one.” – BRUCE CRABTREE (ENG Engineering Physics) 

David Franklin let us know later: “It’s been a bit of a whirlwind these 
past few weeks, but coming back to CHP after 25 years and screen-
ing for such a wonderfully receptive and engaged audience was a 
real highlight for me.”  In addition to directing, producing, and editing 
this film, David Franklin has worked for shows 48 Hours and CBS 
News Sunday Morning. He used winnings from his appearances on 
Jeopardy! to finance Contestant, his short about a man about to ap-
pear on a game show. While on campus, David Franklin was a writer 
for the Daily Illini.

CHP ALUMNUS DAVID FRANKLIN SAS PREVIEWS “AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE” ON 2/13/18

“As Far As the Eye Can See” 
poster

As a freshman Chancellor’s Scholar/James Scholar, the Honors 
Living Learning Community has been an absolute blessing. This 
year, Program Director DR. BRIAN MOFFITT selected mass incar-
ceration as the theme for CHP 199, the LLC’s required orientation 
class. We read Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, a nonfiction novel 
depicting Stevenson’s experiences as a lawyer dealing with social 
justice. We learned how mass incarceration permeates our lives 
more than we realize and how we can make the necessary changes 
in society to eliminate mass incarceration. 

Also new this year, the LLC started an Ambassador program. This 
year, there were eight ambassadors. They served as representatives 
for the LLC both inside and out of LLC contexts. The ambassadors 
organized and ran the new student orientation, planned events in 

the Honors Lounge (including events entitled A Night With The 
Deans), and served as a resource for all Honors LLC students. This 
program will continue on during the 2018-2019 year to provide 
both the Ambassadors with valuable leadership experience and the 
LLC students with encouraging peer resources.

The Honors Lounge also received a few upgrades this year as 
well. Thanks to a partnership with the College of Engineering, 
the LLC was able to install a flat screen TV/computer as well as a 
high-tech projector. These upgrades have not only revolutionized 
the studying experience available to Honors LLC students but also 
turned the Honors Lounge into a place where students want to 
relax and unwind with friends. 

HONORS LLC 
UPDATES 
by Lauren Gherna  
(LAS English)

Honors LLC students at the Colosseum

  The Campus Honors Program and the Honors Living-Learning 
Community at Nugent are not new to study-abroad. Honors 
students tend to travel globally during their time at the University 
of Illinois. The most recent trip sponsored by these two interwoven 
programs was an 8-week credit class and a ten day in-country visit 
to Rome, Italy over spring break. The class, CHP 199: Food, Culture, 
and Society, aimed to engage students in learning about the Italian 
culture and Roman life through engaging experiences abroad, 
typically involving food consumption and preparation. I was lucky 
enough to be a part of this eye-opening experience, and make 
some new friends along the way.

HONORS 
LLC TRIP TO 
ROME 
by Andy Sima  
(LAS English)

The class itself was split into two parts; the 8-week class portion 
hosted on campus, and the ten day travel adventure in Rome, 
hosted by the UI study abroad offices and partner, GustoLab 
International. The 8-week part of the class that remained in the 
United States involved field trips and hands-on class periods 
nearly every week leading up to the actual trip abroad, including 
but not limited to a pig butchery lab, a Japanese tea ceremony, a 
coffee roastery tasting, a tour of UI’s food testing facilities, and a 
final project that saw students broken up into groups to prepare a 
traditional meal from a region across the globe. These experiences 
would have made any class worth joining, as they were unique 

Research in the Humanities, and the Study Abroad 
Office. Most importantly UI Honors Deans have 
been engaged with Honors LLC residents through a 
series of “A Night with the Deans” programs. 

Designed exclusively for James Scholars and 
Chancellor’s Scholars, the Honors Living-Learning 

Community offers special interdisciplinary courses, 
allowing Honors LLC residents greater interaction 
with Honors faculty.  Curricular and co-curricular 
aspects of the LLC are designed around the LLC’s 
three pillars:  Inquiry, Civic Engagement, and 
Leadership.  For more information about this 
community, please visit:  housing.illinois.edu/honors.

continued, pg 34
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NICOLE ALEXANDER (2007 
alumna, AHS Kinesiology) in 
9/17: “I hope the CHP family is 
doing well! I’m now a clinical 
professor for University of 
Florida and working full time 
as an academic obstetrician 
gynecologist. I love the wide 
variety of patients I get to take 
care of and have my dream job. 
My husband and I also have 
a 20 month old daughter who is probably the cutest kid in the world, but I’m 
likely biased. Thank you so much for all of your support and help while I was an 
undergrad! I wouldn’t be where I was without a ton of support from CHP!”

PARAS BAXI (2006 alumnus, ENG Electrical Engineering) in 4/18: “I’m moving 
back to the New York Area in August [2018]. We’re going to be living in Jersey 
City. Anu got an attending position in Newark so it’s halfway for us.”  Paras is a 
Vice President with Goldman Sachs.

ERIKA BONGEN (2013 alumna, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) in 1/18: “I’m 
in my 5th year of the Immunology PhD program at Stanford University. Last fall, I 
did an internship at 23andMe, a genetics company, and I loved it! After I graduate I 
plan to work at a biotech company. I’m enjoying living the San Francisco Bay area!” 

DAVIS BORN (2015 alumnus, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering) in 5/18: “My sister, Beth, recently 
accepted her admissions offer from UIUC, and I 
just found out she’s in CHP too. I’m really excited 
for her as CHP was my favorite part of my career at 
UIUC.”  Davis just finished his M.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering at Stanford University.

JIM BRUCE (2014 alumnus, LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology) in 3/18: “I just wanted to reach out and 
thank [my CHP friends and mentors] for being such 
an integral part of helping me to where I am today. 
After going through ‘The Match’, I will officially be training as a Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgeon with the team at SIU in Springfield, IL for the next 6 years!! 
I hope to be a reconstructive surgeon specializing in burns and hand recon-
struction; SIU has an excellent tissue regeneration lab for me to be involved in, not 
to mention a program with a long history of commitment to educational research. 
As usual, the future is bright, full of excitement, and clearly without limits.”

GREG CRIMMINS (2002 alumnus, LAS Cellular and Structural Biology) updated in 
5/18: “In the last quarter, Remedy Plan raised $2.1 million (!) from internal investors 
and a new investment partner, Schooner Capital. While 
we are certainly celebrating this tremendous success, 
we’ll likely need to raise a total of close to $13 million 
over the next couple years to fund our research through 
a Phase I clinical trial. So we’re high-fiving each other... 
and then getting back to work!”

VICTORIA CROSS (2015 alumna, LAS Individual Plans 
of Study) in 10/17: “I finished my Master’s of Science 
in Public Health at Johns Hopkins in May [2017]! 
I just moved to the Bay Area in California (about 
15 minutes North of Berkeley). I’ve been working 

ALUMNI NEWS

remotely for my boss in Baltimore but our funding is about to run out so I’m 
officially job hunting here, I’m looking into jobs in advocacy or policy areas 
including LGBTQ health, women’s health, lead poisoning, poverty, and other 
social justice areas.”

CAROLINE CVETKOVIC (2011 alumna, ENG Bioengineering) in 2/18: “I am 
currently a postdoctoral fellow at Houston Methodist Research Institute 
(Houston, Texas) in the Center for Neuroregeneration.”

KATHLEEN DOWNES (2015 alumna, AHS Community Health) helped lead the 
4/8/18 Diversity & Leadership Summit, which featured Cecilia Suarez and 
provided virtual attendance options in addition to disability accommodations. 
She graduated with her Master’s in Social Work in May 2018, and was the School 
of Social Work’s featured graduation speaker.

MAXIMILIAN EVERS (2014 alumnus, Molecular and Cellular Biology) graduated 
from University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine. He “matched” into an 
Interventional Radiology program at the University of Texas and began his six 
year residency in San Antonio on July 1, 2018. 

ALLEN HOOVER (1990 alumnus, LAS Chemical Engineering) is a Senior Partner for 
Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery LLP in Chicago.

TOM INSEL (1995 alumnus, LAS Mathematics) stopped 
by the Honors House in November 2017 from 
California.

LAURA KLEIN (2011 alumna, LAS Integrative Biology) 
and BEN MONTET (2011 alumnus, LAS Physics 
and Astronomy) stopped by the Honors House in 
November 2017. After working on PhD’s (in Human 
Evolutionary Biology at Harvard University and in 
Astrophysics at CalTech, respectively) on opposite 
coasts, they have now settled in Chicago.

ALEX KORDAS (2015 alumnus, ENG Computer 
Engineering) in 4/18: “SANJIT [DUTTA, 2016 alumnus, ENG Mechanical Engineering] 
and I will be in Japan in July.”

BRITTANY KOTELES (2011 alumna, LAS Individual Plans of Study) in 7/17: 
“Alt*Div just got $50K in funding from On Being, Krista Tippett’s big podcast/
radio show. Crazy stuff – pretty mind-blowing that we are part of something so 
special, timely, and seemingly magnetic for a lot of people who’ve been wanting 
something like this. We launch the second cohort in August, and meanwhile I 
still work full-time at Ashoka!”

MICHAEL LAMA (2007 alumnus, FAA Architectural Studies) in 2/18: “I’ll be 
celebrating five years in Seattle this spring. Life in the northwest has been kind. 
There’s lots of opportunity up here professionally and for great adventures. I’ve 
been working as a designer for a large architecture firm in town, and spend the 
first three years here working on large, apartment building from initial sketches 
through final construction. It’s neat to be part of this booming city and helping 
to build neighborhoods almost from scratch. I’ve been rowing with a master’s 
team for a couple years now and love having the opportunity to do something 
I never had time for in school. I like it here and took a big plunge this summer 
purchasing a small townhouse near the International District this spring. I am 
looking forward to making Seattle home for the foreseeable future.”

MEGAN LINDGREN (2015 alumna, LAS Economics and Statistics) in 4/18: “I’ll be in 
DC this summer interning at the Treasury Department.”

 CHP alum Nicole Alexander and family

CHP alum Davis Born

CHP alum Victoria 
Cross

CHP alum Tom Insel

MATT MACOMBER (2014 alumnus, LAS Atmospheric Sciences) in 4/18: “I just 
received and accepted an offer from AITS at U of I for a fulltime QA Engineer 
position!”

EMILY MALAMUD (2013 alumna, EDU Music Education) in 1/18: “Since graduating 
in 2013 with a degree in Music Education, I have worked as a band director and 
private clarinet instructor while also working as the program support specialist 
for the Illinois Promise and UIUC Stamps Scholars programs. However, my 
current career plans have actually gone in a completely different direction!  As 
of July 2018, I will be enrolled in the MD program at the Wake Forest School of 
Medicine in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.”

RISHABH MARYA (2015 alumnus, ENG Computer Science) in 4/18: “Since gradu-
ation, I’ve been working as a software engineer at Facebook. I used to be on the 
Facebook platform team (developers.facebook.com) and have now moved onto 
our marketing technologies team.”

SARA (GIBBS) MEHTA (2008 alumna, LAS International Studies) in 11/17: “I just 
accepted a new job at University of Chicago, supporting graduate students with 
external fellowship funding (like the Fulbright, etc.). I had been in my role at 
UIC for four years and was ready for something new, and it seemed like a good 
opportunity for growth and change. I’ll be starting mid-December [2017].”

LYNSEE MELCHI (2003 alumna, ACES Animal 
Science), as excerpted from a 9/17 press release, 
“graduated from the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine with a Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine degree on May 12, 2017. Dr. Melchi and her 
fellow graduates in the Class of 2017 were educated 
under an innovative veterinary curriculum pioneered 
at Illinois, [which] focuses on integrating the clinical 
skills and basic sciences relevant to veterinary practice 
throughout the four-year doctoral degree program. 
While at the College of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. 
Melchi was active in the Veterinary Students as One 
in Culture and Ethnicity club, won top honors in the 2016 Intercollegiate Animal 
Welfare Judging competition at the American Veterinary Medical Association, 
and work blogs for the college website.”  Lynsee let us know in 10/17: “I’m going to 
be graduating in 2018 from UIC with a Master’s in Public Health as part of a joint 
degree programme offered through the UIUC College of Veterinary Medicine and 
UIC School of Public Health.”  And in 7/18: “I just moved to California and am 
starting my first veterinary job with the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service 
next week!”

ANDREA PECK MOELLER (1996 alumna, AHS Food Science) in 1/18: “I still reside 
in the Minneapolis, Minnesota area. This spring, I will celebrate 18 years working 
at the same company doing what I enjoy: food science. I work for Cargill, a global 
food company, and I moved to our corporate food applications bakery group a year 
and a half ago. On the personal side, I met and married Steen Moeller, a naturalized 
US citizen, raised in Denmark. He is a professor at the University of Minnesota 
who works with MRI scanning technology. We are pleased to have brought two 
delightful children into this world. Ted is now 3 and we welcomed Sienna in April 
of 2017. This summer, we look forward to visiting family in Denmark and Illinois.”

JENNIFER (CUTTS) MOKOS (2004 alumna, LAS Physics) in 10/17: “My life has 
taken some interesting turns lately. My husband Ryan and I are still in town. I 
recently started a small business called FertilityCare Services of Champaign-

Urbana. As a Certified FertilityCare Practitioner, I teach the Creighton Model 
System, which is a standardized system of fertility charting that networks family 
planning with reproductive health. I work closely with couples who are trying to 
achieve, avoid, or space pregnancy, with single women dealing with reproductive 
health issues, and with specially trained physicians who use the fertility charts as 
a “road map” to guide medical evaluation and treatment. I love this line of work 
and am very passionate about it. It puts my scientific background and teaching 
skills to good use. I [also] stay busy by homeschooling my gifted kindergartner. 
I am also musically active in the Champaign community, playing violin in the 
Parkland Community Orchestra and occasionally in pit orchestras for musicals 
put on by the Champaign-Urbana Theater Company.”

ANDY MOLLO (2010 alumnus, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) in 1/18: “I’m 
currently living in Chicago. I work for a spice company in the corporate quality/
food safety group. My job involves traveling the globe and working directly with 
our spice suppliers to ensure that their product can comply with our requirements. 
I’ll be in China at the beginning of February and Mexico at the end of February.”

RICHARD MOY (2010 alumnus, LAS Mathematics) in 5/18: “I wanted to update 
CHP that I have accepted a tenure-track job as a mathematics professor at Lee 
University in Cleveland, TN. I will begin there this coming August [2018]. I 
always enjoy receiving the periodic news from CHP! I look forward to receiving 
the next issue.”

STEFANIE PANSCH (2013 alumna, LAS Germanic Languages and Literatures and 
Atmospheric Sciences) in 8/17: “I recently started working as a GIS Technician 
with Sangamon County.”

RAJASI RASTOGI (2017 alumna, FAA 
Industrial Design) in 12/17: “I hope things 
are going great at the Ho Ho... I am going 
to be interning for Ashoka.org’s Building 
Empathy team in Washington D.C 
starting in January [2018].”

CLIFF REDEKER (2004 alumnus, LAS 
French, History, and Psychology) in 8/17: 
“I retired from Talks at Google, though 
I still influence the team. I just started a 
Sales Evangelist program at Google, where 
I deliver strategic/goodwill speeches to visiting top clients, [including] the CEO of 
Alaska Airlines and the Taiwanese Vice Minister for Economic Advancement.”  

HANNAH RICKEY (2015 alumna, LAS Spanish and Anthropology) in 11/17: “I spent 
some time in my Ohio-home this past weekend, and I finally got the chance to 
look at the CHP Annual, so I just wanted to say hi! Things are going well here in 
Wisconsin. I’m still enjoying work (I’ve been at my job for almost a year, which 
seems crazy), I finally feel settled into Madison, and I also joined an adult skating 
team this season, so I’m pretty happy with things.”  And in 12/17: “I’m glad to get 
together with other CHP-ers in Madison! I’ve been able to meet up with ROCK 
[ZHANG, 2017 alumnus, ENG Bioengineering] a couple of times since he moved 
up here, and it’s always fun to share some HoHo memories. :)” Hannah is a RISE 
Bilingual Legal Assistant at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin.

BRETT RUMMINGER (1995 alumnus, LAS East Asian Languages and Cultures 
and ENG Electrical Engineering) in 2/18: “Since 2006 I’ve been working as the 
Director of The Study Abroad Foundation (SAF) Japan Office. SAF is a US-based 
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ALUMNI NEWS CONTINUED

Non-Profit Organization, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, and in 2017 SAF 
officially merged with IES Abroad, based in Chicago. As the Director of 
the Japan Office, I work with 15+ Japanese staff to provide study abroad 
opportunities and support to over 350 Japanese university students each year 
to study at universities in the US, Canada, UK, Ireland, France, Germany, 
Spain, Australia and New Zealand. We currently work with a network of 
approximately 25 Japanese universities, and have plans to expand further in 
2018 and beyond.”

DANIEL SHEEHAN (2017 alumnus, ENG Computer Engineering) in 4/18: “I 
[was] accepted into the Master’s program for computer science at Purdue.”

LINDSEY STIREK (2012 alumna, LAS East Asian Languages and Cultures) as 
of 1/18 “is studying Japanese Literature at The Ohio State University. She is 
pursuing her Ph.D. and specializes in representations of predmodern literature 
such as Genji Monogatari in manga. She also teaches Japanese language and on 
weekends she practices Chado with a community group she established.”

MARK TICE (1995 alumnus, LAS Sociology) in 1/18: “I am now a VP and 
Assistant General Counsel at JPMorgan Chase here in NYC. I left my law 
firm after Thanksgiving to take this new position.” 

SAM WALDER (2017 alumnus, ENG Computer Engineering) in 1/18: “I am 
currently in Chicago running Trala, the world’s first Juilliard-approved app to 
teach violin.”

FELIX WANG (2011 alumna, ENG Electrical Engineering) finished his PhD in 
Artificial Intelligence at Illinois in May 2018, and accepted a position in neural 
computing at Sandia National Laboratories in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

RYAN WESTROM (2001 alumnus, ENG Civil Engineering and FAA Urban 
Planning) in 7/17: “We’re no longer in DC... I have just begun a new job at 
Ford Smart Mobility in Palo Alto, CA. So, as always, we’re on the move.”

NICHOLAS WISSEMAN (5/03 alumnus, LAS Anthropology and History) 
continues to write book reviews on a monthly basis, found at https://www.
nickwisseman.com/. These book reviews include Redshirts by John Scalizi; I 
Am Not a Serial Killer by Dan Wells; Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman; The Last 
Kingdom by Bernard Cornwell; Now I Rise by Kiersten White; The Girl with 
Ghost Eyes by M.H. Boroson; Steal the Stars by Tor Lab; Assassin’s Apprentice 
by Robin Hobbs; and The Dark Tower, Song of Susannah, and Wolves of 
the Calla by Stephen King. Nick also participates in events such as the 50th 
anniversary Gen Con, and his novellas The Battle Dancer and The Ascenders 
were released in 2018.

KEVIN WOLZ (2013 alumnus, ENG Civil Engineering and LAS Integrative 
Biology) in 10/17: “Well, it’s official – my dissertation has been deposited, and 
everything is all done now. Just in time for arriving in France tomorrow.”  
Kevin received his PhD in Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology, 
and his dissertation was entitled “Frontiers in Alley Cropping: Transformative 
Solutions for Temperate Agriculture.”  He is a Post-Doctoral Researcher 
for the French National Institute for Agricultural Research, and serves as 
Co-Executive Director for the Savanna Institute, which he co-created in 2013.

WHITNEY WYCKOFF (2009 alumna, MED News-Editorial) in 2/18: “Currently, 
I’m an editor at U.S. News and World Report and live in Washington, D.C. I also just 
finished a historical young adult novel, which I’m shopping with literary agents.”

Please continue to forward updates to rockman@illinois.edu so your news 
can be included in future newsletters.

3 QUESTIONS WITH SUPRIYA HOBBS 
(2014 ALUMNUS, LAS CHEMICAL ENGINEERING)

You were a co-creator of the first Miss Possible doll, Madame Curie, de-
signed to empower girls to seek STEM careers, which you crowd-funded 
and produced in 2017. How did your experience at UI provide you tools 
and motivation to do this, and will other dolls be created?

I wouldn’t have considered launching Miss Possible if it weren’t for my experienc-
es at U of I. From my first introduction to entrepreneurship through the Innovation 
LLC Living/Learning Community, to the inspiring week of the Silicon Valley Work-
shop organized by the Technology Entrepreneur Center, to the community and 
energy I found in the Society of Women Engineers on campus, my interests and 
passions were meaningfully shaped by my surroundings. I found my co-founder, 
teammates, mentors, and biggest supporters within the U of I community! We 
wrapped up the project after delivering the Marie Curie dolls, but it was an incred-
ible experience and I learned a great deal about myself in the process.

You’ve recently finished an MBA at Stanford – what are your future plans?

 I decided to stay on the West Coast for a while and move from the Bay Area 
to Seattle! I’ll be joining the Boston Consulting Group doing management 
consulting from their Seattle office. I’m hoping to work with clients across 
healthcare and industrials. I see those industries as a great way to leverage 
my engineering background from U of I with my new business knowledge.

How did the CHP impact you in your goals, and what advice would 
you give to current Chancellor’s Scholars?

While I was on campus, CHP courses helped me intellectually engage with 
subjects very different from my major, which has proven very useful as I’ve 
moved from engineering to business. That experience in CHP prompted me 
to pursue more opportunities outside of my area of expertise, which led me 
7,000+ miles away to an internship for UNICEF in Malawi last summer! The 
piece of advice I’d offer is to take advantage of the range of experiences 
available at U of I. One of the benefits of such a big campus is the incred-
ible diversity of experiences available to students. Try things out, and seek 
the experiences that stretch you the most!

3 QUESTIONS WITH CLIFF REDEKER 
(2004 ALUMNUS, LAS FRENCH, HISTORY, AND PSYCHOLOGY)

You have been at Google for 10 years in two very different roles. 
What has engaged you most in each opportunity?

Both of my treasured roles at Google have focused on storytelling. For 
Talks, it was all about bringing creative minds to campus: shaping our 
conversation and sharing it with the world. I was fascinated by ever-
more-elaborate events, from Jimmy Buffett or the Beach Boys to Cirque 
du Soleil and Hillary Clinton. Each offered technical challenge, but also 
the pride of making memories for my coworkers.

 My current role as a Culture 
Evangelist combines my love of 
public speaking with an institutional 
knowledge of Google. Here, we’re 
advising brands and influencers 
about how Google’s creativity can 
be applied outside the Googleplex. 
It’s a mindset, not a jar of M&Ms. 
Once again, the thrill comes from 
finding common ground with inter-
esting people, from the C-Suite of 
Alaska Airlines, to the CMO of KFC, 
to the Governor of the Sichuan 
Province. 

You were very involved in all 
things CHP-related while on 
campus. What are a couple of your most notable memories of 
the Campus Honors Program, and which aspects of the CHP do 
you feel most shaped your undergraduate development?

I loved being part of the early development of the Honors Student Council: 
the power lunches, the behind-the-scenes tours of Krannert, and the apple 
tasting labs. The most transformative experiences I had were in Profes-
sor Gunji’s Japanese aesthetics class. It gave me a new perspective on 
beauty and life, which I got to see firsthand in Yanai. The experiences most 
relevant to my job at Google were the convocation speakers and conver-
sations. I wanted to remake Talks at Google to be just like that!

What advice would you give to current and future Chancellor’s 
Scholars?

Subscribe and filter lists with reckless abandon. You never know what 
chance coincidence or quirky opportunity will arise. Some of my most 
meaningful experiences from the CHP started with curiosity by saying “I 
had no idea! That sounds amazing!”

3 QUESTIONS WITH WHITNEY WYCKOFF 
(2009 ALUMNUS, MED NEWS-EDITORIAL)

After graduating from UI, you worked in various editorial roles for 
National Public Radio, Scoop News Group and now at U.S. News 
and World Report, as well as freelancing for organizations that 
include the Washington Post, SmithsonianMag.Com, and Chicago 
Public Radio. As an undergraduate, what strengthened your inter-
ests and shaped your aspirations?

I always knew I wanted to work in journal-
ism, so as a college student, I made sure I 
did things that would put me on that path. 
I worked for the Daily Illini, made time 
for journalism internships and majored in 
journalism. At the same time, it’s important 
to pursue noncareer-related interests, so 
for me, that meant joining a sorority and 
singing in the Women’s Glee Club. 

How do you see the world of journalism 
and media evolving, and what do you 
want to contribute to that evolution?

There will always be a need for great 
journalism, but if media organizations don’t 
continue to innovate, they’ll be left behind. 
Nearly 10 years ago, my company discon-
tinued its print publication and focused on becoming a cutting-edge digital 
media company, emphasizing our service journalism and well-regarded 
ranking lists. Today, U.S. News & World Report is thriving, even as its 
traditional competitors are struggling. 

My aim is to continue to help find new ways to reach people so we can 
provide them with the information they need to make important decisions. 

How did the Campus Honors Program impact your experience at 
UI, and what advice would you give to current and future Chan-
cellor’s Scholars?

CHP’s Yanai Goodwill Ambassador Program is one of the best things I’ve 
ever done — in college and after. I’m still amazed when I think about all the 
special experiences I had in Japan. Overall, though, I loved having the oppor-
tunity to take great CHP classes and learn from all the amazing Chancellor’s 
Scholars. The CHP staff was also really supportive, from day one. 

 My advice to Chancellor’s Scholars: You have to be your own advocate. 
Look around for the opportunities that are going to put you on the right 
path, and take calculated risks to pursue them. Also, don’t be afraid to 
take advantage of interesting opportunities that aren’t directly related to 
your career. You never know how they’ll help you in the long run. 

For those of you interested in a media career, keep in mind that an in-
ternship doesn’t put you ahead of the competition — it puts you at pace 
with it. Multiple internships are essential if you want a job out of college.

ALUMNI PROFILES 
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STEVEN PETRUZZELLO (Kinesiology and 
Community Health) received the College 
of Applied Health Sciences Phyllis J. Hill 
James Scholar Award for Exemplary 
Mentoring in 2018, he was nominated and 
elected as Fellow in the National Academy 
of Kinesiology, and he was invited to serve 
as Consultant to the Brain Health subcom-
mittee for the 2018 Federal Physical Activity 
Guidelines Committee. He also had three 
book chapters and one journal article 
published and/or accepted for publication. 

HELAINE SILVERMAN (Anthropology) 
presented the talk “Lessons from Ground 
Zero” at the UNESCO Experts Meeting 
on the reconstruction of the Bamiyan 
Buddhas, held in Tokyo in September 
2017. In May 2018 she delivered the Inaugural Lecture, “Change and Continuity 
in the Plaza de Armas of Cuzco, Peru”, at the Cambridge Heritage Research 
Centre at the University of Cambridge, England. Professor Silverman co-edited 
the volume, Heritage of Death, with her Stockholm University colleague, Mattias 
Frihammar (Routledge, 2018). She took 19 CHP students to Peru in May, accom-
panied by Director KIM GRABER and Assistant Director ANNE PRICE. This is her 
third CHP trip to Peru, and she notes “It is always such a pleasure to be with these 
inquisitive and engaged students.”

ARIANA TRAILL (Classics) was named a Lynn R. Martin Professorial Scholar 
effective January 2018, and she was elected Vice President for Education in 
her field’s national association, The Society for Classical Studies. Ariana says 
about “the pleasure of teaching CLCV 220 through CHP this year. In general, 
I value the lively intellectual curiosity of CHP students and their high level of 
engagement with material I love to talk about. Having such creative, smart and 
engaged students lets me test new material, assignments and approaches to 
teaching, so I feel I learn as much from them as they do from me.”

FACULTY NEWS

MOHAMED BOUBEKRI (Architecture) is serving as the Chair of 
the PhD Program in Architecture and Landscape Architecture 
(2018-2020), and he has received grants from the National 
Institutes of Health and the Jim H. McClung Lighting 
Research Foundation for his work on Daylighting. His work 
has appeared in the Journal of Engineering and Architecture 
and Energy and Building, and he has given presentations 
and papers at the World Academy of Science’s Engineering 
& Technology Conference, the 3rd International Conference 
on Researches in Science and Technology, the 2018 Orlando 
International Multidisciplinary Academic Conference, and the 
ASHRAE and IBPSA-USA Conference.  

GLEN DAVIES (Art and Design) authored an article for the 
British magazine Raw Vision on the self-taught artist, Robert 
Bannister, which was published in the Winter 2018 edition. 
This article is a further examination of Robert Bannister, who 
had lived in downtown Champaign, and his art following 
the exhibition “Cosmic Consciousness: The Works of Robert 
Bannister” that Glen Davies curated for the Krannert Art 
Museum in 2006. Glenn Davies has a one-person exhibition 
of his paintings and collage works scheduled to open in 
November 2018 at the Contemporary Art Center of Peoria; the 
show will run from November 9 - December 21, 2018. 

GRACE GIORGIO (Communication) 
co-authored with Abenschein, Roth, 
Whalen, “Engaging Students in the Basic 
Course by Asking Big Questions” in Basic 
Communication Course Annual in Winter 
2018, and she published an autoethnog-
raphy, “A Love Letter to Our Past and 
Future” in Qualitative Inquiry, Special 
Edition in June 2018. Her Communications 
and Engineering team SPEAK (Skills 
for Presenting Engineering and Applied 
Knowledge) received an extension of 
their Strategic Instructional Innovations 
Program (SIIP) grant from the College of 
Engineering to teach public speaking skills 

to Engineering students. Grace Giorgio also ran two successful 
competitions for the basic course she directs, CMN 111/112; 
with the funding support of two separate departmental donors 
a PechaKucha competition took place in Fall 2017 and debaters 
competed in Spring 2018 – all done with the assistance of two 
Chancellor’s Scholars who served as teaching interns: FANTING 
KUNG (LAS Psychology and AHS Speech and Hearing Science) 
and MATTHEW RICE (LAS Political Science). 

Excerpted from 6/13/18 Chancellor message about GIOCONDA 
GUERRA PEREZ (La Casa Cultural Latina):  
“We are pleased to announce that Dr. Gioconda Guerra Perez 
has been selected as Assistant Chancellor for Diversity and 
Academic Inclusive Excellence. In this new role, Dr. Guerra 

Perez will serve in the Office of the Chancellor and in the new 
Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, 
where she will be a liaison to the Office of the Provost, the 
colleges and the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 
concerning outreach, recruitment, retention and graduation. 
“Dr. Guerra Perez’s portfolio will include developing, 
implementing and assessing bold and imaginative initia-
tives to foster undergraduate academic inclusive excellence, 
especially among underrepresented racial/ethnic minority 
students, including transfer students at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. She will promote a culture in which 
all students feel welcome and supported, assuring that the 
success of students is a priority across all levels of the campus 
community. Dr. Guerra Perez joined the University of Illinois 
in 2013 as the Director of La Casa Cultural Latina. In the past 
15 years, Dr. Guerra Perez has devoted her career to finding 
ways to remove social, cultural and institutional barriers 
affecting underrepresented students, so they can successfully 
complete their college education.” 

KIMIKO GUNJI (Art and Design) organized a Yanai Ambassador 
reunion in February 2018 to meet with Dr. Tamura (the 
contact for the ambassadors when they arrive in Yanai), which 
was hosted by the first Yanai Ambassador, Allen Hoover (1990 
alumnus, LAS Chemical Engineering). Kimiko continues to 
teach non-credit tea class and ikebana, and is heavily involved 
in Japan House activities.  

ERIC JAKOBSSON (Molecular and Integrative Physiology) has 
published papers on the biological effects of lithium, including 
an overview of all lithium biology in the Journal of Membrane 
Biology and another specific to how lithium interacts with 
biological membranes in Langmuir. He says that his “CHP 
teaching in Spring 2018 was the high point of my almost five 
decades of classroom teaching. The course was ‘The Evolution 
of the Universe from an Anthropocentric Perspective’. To 
travel with the students through the 13.8 billion years since 
the Big Bang, trying to get the details as well as we could and 
put it all into perspective of how this history formed who we 
are today, was thrilling. In their papers and class discussions, 
the students gave me a tremendous amount. I learned a lot, 
because student questions and perspectives drove me to new 
thinking and researching myself. I now know much more 
about who I am and my place in the universe, but much less 
than I thought I knew.”
ROBERT MCKIM (Religion) co-edited with Colleen Murphy 
and Paolo Gardoni Climate Change and its Impacts: Risks and 
Inequalities (Springer, August 2018), he has edited Laudato Si 
and the Environment: Pope Francis’ Green Encyclical (forth-
coming Routledge, 2019), and he authored Religious Diversity 
and Religious Progress (forthcoming Cambridge University 
Press, December 2018). He writes why he enjoys teaching 
Chancellor’s Scholars: “With such outstanding students, 
teaching is a two-way street, a joint effort, and a privilege.”   

In Summer 2018, he hopes “to do a lot of reading and writing and – in line with the 
themes of the first and second books listed above – to avoid unnecessary travel.” 

MARK MICALE (History) let us know that he is “especially pleased and excited 
to be teaching Summer School this year [2018] at the University of Sydney. 
I will be teaching a summer course to 15 Australian and foreign students on 
‘The History of Psychiatry: Recent Trends.’  After the course, I plan ten days 
in New Zealand.”  Mark received the CHP’s King Broadrick-Allen Award for 
Excellence in Teaching; while he wasn’t at the program due to a scheduling 
conflict, former CHP Director RICHARD “CHIP” BURKHARDT read his remarks 
from the podium, excerpted here: 
“Since, as some of you know, I am retiring from the U of I this year, the prize is 
especially meaningful to me, although also somewhat bittersweet. There is no 
doubt that from the entire span of [my teaching], the classroom work I’ve done 
for the Campus Honors Program has been the very most enjoyable and grati-
fying for me. It is the students who have made the CHP experience so wonderful 
– and not just once, but every semester I’ve worked in the program.
From a teacher’s perspective, what makes Chancellor’s Scholars so special?  A high 
level of intellectual ability; deep curiosity about the world; a dedication to the ideals 
of a liberal arts education; and high academic seriousness about their education, 
combined with hard work and a striking intellectual creativity. Years after the fact, 
I still recall many individual discussions that we had, many ideas that students 
formulated, and many projects that students undertook in our seminars. 
The students in this audience are indeed ‘as good as it gets.’  They make a professional 
career in undergraduate instruction a joy. It has been my pleasure, my honor, and my 
blessing to work with the extended CHP family over these many past years.” 

TOM MITCHELL (Theatre) directed All the King’s Men for Illinois Theatre in 
Krannert Center’s Studio Theatre and Hansel & Gretel for Lyric Theatre@Illinois 
in Krannert’s Tryon Festival Theatre, and he staged a reading of Interior: Panic 
(an early one-act version of Streetcar Named Desire) for the Tennessee Williams/
New Orleans Literary Festival and the St. Louis Tennessee Williams Festival. He 
also chaired the celebration of the Department of Theatre’s 50th Anniversary, 
coordinating presentations by alumni and students.

Chancellor’s Scholars presenting final projects  
for Giorgio’s class

CHP FACULTY HAVE 
BEEN BUSY THIS 
ACADEMIC YEAR. 

HERE ARE A FEW 
OF THEIR MAJOR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

Steve Petruzzello speaks at  
2017 Orientation

GLENN DAVIES’ LOCAL ART by Trennedy Kleczewski (BUS Management)

Since 2012, Glen Davies has brought his artist knowledge and inspirational guidance to the Campus Honors 
Program. His class, Experimental Materials in Painting, is like no other due to his diverse journey as a 
professional artist and his dedication to academia. After completing his MFA in painting from the University 
of Illinois in 1981, Davies explored opportunities as a circus/carnival show painter, sideshow banner artist, 
muralist, exhibition curator and college educator.

In the last two decades, the Champaign-Urbana area has had the pleasure of being the canvas for many of 
Davies’ specialized murals. The Champaign City Government Building, the Courier Café, the Orpheum 
Children’s Museum, the Urbana Free Library, and the UI Ikenberry Commons Building, are just a few of the 
spaces where he has transformed blank walls into visual languages for the public to enjoy. In addition to his 
own paintings, Davies has devoted his time to helping students express themselves through different forms 
of art at the University of Illinois.

As a former student, I can say that taking his Experimental Materials in Painting course had been one of my 
favorite college experiences. I learned so much about art techniques such as Assemblage, the history of revo-
lutionists like Frida Kahlo, and most importantly the notion that art is not art because it is beautiful. Art is 
art because it allows someone to share one’s struggles, ideas, or experiences through an interactive medium. 
Thank you, Mr. Davies, for sharing yours and inspiring students like me to do the same. Glen Davies with his artwork
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3 QUESTIONS WITH DAVID YANG 
(2004 ALUMNUS, ENG ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING)

After teaching, consulting, and working in software engineering, 
you co-founded Fullstack Academy in 2013 to provide an immer-
sive software engineering coding bootcamp (fullstackacademy.
com). How did UI help prepare you for this career?

So many great ways - first, it introduced me to my co-founder Nimit Maru 
(B.S. CS 2004) - we met the first day of school and were fast friends. Sec-
ond, UI provided a ton of leadership opportunities – I was on the Engineer-
ing Council, the board of the IEEE and the editor-in-chief of the Technograph 
magazine. Those positions gave me the courage to pursue leadership 
opportunities early in my career. Finally, UIUC’s EE and CS program is top-
notch and I learned from so many great professors and mentors. I studied 
with Jason Zych, Michael Garland, Vikram Adve and Wen-mei Hwu and all of 
them really helped connect fundamental ideas in Computer Science for me 
that I aim to share with our students even today.

How is Fullstack Academy developing, and what are your long-
term goals for the company?

Fullstack Academy has been an amazing ride so far – I get to come to 
work every day with my best friend and help people make a big jump 
in their career. This really is an incredible time in the history of mankind 
when we have raw and generally democratic access to amazing technology. 
I think it’s incredible that one person could build something that could 
reach the entire connected planet overnight. 

Longer term, what we do as a business is provide education that helps 
people move into tech careers. I try to not do too much prediction of what 
exactly that looks like - 10 years ago we didn’t have the iPhone and it was 
only 2 years ago that bitcoin entered public consciousness and mobile and 
blockchain development are both rapidly growing fields today. I believe rapid, 
outcome-driven education will be a long-term need of our economy since the 
pace of innovation is changing so quickly. I had an amazing undergrad experi-
ence at UIUC and that base layer was able to let me reinvent myself several 
times over my career. At Fullstack we want to make those later transitions as 
seamless and powerful as possible for our students.

How did the Campus Honors Program impact your undergraduate 
experience, and what advice would you give to current and future 
Chancellor’s Scholars?

 The CHP was 
definitely amongst 
my top reasons 
for choosing UIUC 
(I went to Uni High 
and my mom was 
a professor in the 
business school 
as well). Having 
classes that were 
CHP-specific helped 
make the large 
UIUC community 
very intimate and 
many of my friends 
are still from those 
classes. I had an 
amazing literature 
seminar and the 
conversations still resonate with me today. I also studied an Intro to Law 
class with [CHP] Professor [Tom] Ulen – his views on the theory and practical-
ity of the law are things I use in making legal judgments today. 

Some advice I would give to college students:

In 10 years the things that you stressed about will all be behind you (final 
exams in particular). Although I still have nightmares of having gone 
through a whole semester without studying having a final tomorrow. That 
being said, I do recommend keeping your GPA up – as someone who 
hires a lot it really shows me someone who’s conscientious and will follow 
through on tasks.

UIUC has so many amazing programs and student groups – you can 
choose a breadth or depth strategy but definitely you should be spending 
a significant portion of your free time meeting other students.

I never traveled abroad but have come to regret it. One lesson I’ve come 
to learn is your responsibility load only increases as you age. I remember 
thinking: “I can’t take a semester off because I want to take some class 
with my friends...” but now the idea of taking even a month off seems 
daunting (with family, startup etc.)

CHP alum David Yang and family

ALUMNI PROFILES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

In the Spring 2018 semester, GIOCONDA GUERRA PEREZ 
taught a CHP course on immigration. Gio wanted to help 
students explore immigration from a humanistic, rather than 
legal, perspective. Students were exposed to both historical 
and modern immigration issues and practices. In addition, 
Gio cleared up any misconceptions, or “fake news,” relating to 
immigration. However, Gio often emphasized that her goal was 
not to change political opinions but rather to simply provide a 
comprehensive understanding of immigration issues.

To truly transform the students’ perceptions on immigration to 
factual knowledge, Gio talked about her own experiences, as she 

CHP 199 
ON-IMMIGRATION: 

A GLOBAL 
PHENOMENON 

WITH LOCAL 
IMPLICATIONS 

by Lauren Gherna 
(LAS  English)

immigrated from Panama as a college student, invited guests to 
speak about their experiences as immigrants or their experi-
ences working with immigrants, and took the students on field 
trips to see immigrants and immigration specialists in their 
own environments. On the last day of class, every single student 
shared something they had learned. Not a single student shared 
a statistic or law. All the students described a fundamental 
shift in their perspective on the impact of immigration on 
our society. Gio took her knowledge and transformed it into a 
course that embodies everything CHP stands for.

vations were primarily 
motivated by the need to 
fit their clients’ primary 
needs – not dissimilar to 
what Kevin refers to as 
adding “value.”

However, the most 
important part of the 
class was hands-on. 
Armed with X-Act 
knives and various types 
of paper, we were to 
draw and build our own 
designs for a wall and 
pavilion. No matter what we drew, we had to change it; these were designs that 
were fundamentally iterative. Our hypothetical clients had certain demands 
that had to be met, but we only had so much material. Eventually, a form would 
emerge that fit. There were often late nights of cutting card stock, all to hone in 
craft, which Kevin saw as a critical skill. In fact, he defined it as “what allows a 
building to endure.” Although many of us became sick of cutting and folding 
paper, we were forced to innovate and, in some cases, compromise. After all of it, 
something that worked was finally created, and we were glad. 

Despite his relative youth, Kevin can become pensive about his career. In our 
conversations, he recalled, “I won’t be able to build a thousand buildings in my 
lifetime. I’ll be happy to build one hundred and have fifteen really great ones.” 
Yet, perhaps pensive may be the wrong word. Kevin is content with the future 
of his career, and he looks forward without fear. He’s fine with not being one of 
the “starchitects” he admires; he’s busy constantly flying between New York and 
Champaign as it is. Well, Kevin, here’s hoping your estimate of your life work is 
short by nine hundred buildings.

CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLAR REFLECTIONS  
ON KEVIN ERICKSON ARCH 199 CLASS
by Carson Wang (DGS Pre-Engineering)

Traditional wisdom says that architects don’t bloom until age fifty. Traditional 
wisdom seems to have been mistaken about PROFESSOR KEVIN ERICKSON. He’s 
still in his thirties, yet his list of achievements makes it sound like he’s already hit 
his stride. He has his own studio in New York City, a tenured professorship at the 
university, and a seat on the Van Alen Institute’s Program Leadership Council, an 
organization that supports new design. And he races cars in his free time. Sure, 
he’s far from the celebrity status of Frank Gehry, but he once worked alongside 
him. Plus, he still has lots of time.

For Fall 2017, Professor Erickson (or Kevin, as he prefers his students call him) 
taught ARCH 199, entitled Architecture + Innovation, for Campus Honors. 
Special consideration was given to the innovation part of the title, clearly an 
important idea in his work. Kevin’s architecture occupies a unique niche of 
moderation; it is neither radical nor conservative, remaining grounded in prag-
matic problem-solving while still embracing contemporary ideas. “I try to keep 
everything as simple as possible and find one moment to be innovative,” he told 
me. “For me, the number one criteria of every project is that it has to be a design 
that adds value: it has to be simple enough so everyone can understand it, but it 
[also] has to be forward-thinking and innovative. It has to do something new.” 
Case in point: Kevin’s 2012 “ROPE Pavilion” installed in Winnipeg. Built to keep 
ice skaters warm, it forms a simple brown shell, but closer inspection reveals that 
the exterior features a single strand of rope more than a thousand feet long.

In class, Kevin’s design philosophy translated to frequent case studies of innova-
tions made in countless major projects, such as Rem Koolhaas’s Seattle Public 
Library and Rafael Viñoly’s 432 Park Avenue, as well as a visit to an archi-
tecture studio where Kevin was experimenting with a robotic arm. It is worth 
mentioning that, while both case studies pushed architecture forward, their inno-

Student work from Erickson’s ARCH 199 class

Ken Gunji, long-time friend to the CHP and husband of Kimiko Gunji (who 
served as the CHP Assistant Director for International Affairs for 10 years, and 
Japan House Director for 15 years subsequent) passed away on Septem-
ber 20, 2017. As excerpted from his obituary, Ken Gunji was “born in Los 
Angeles, California on May 25, 1934, Ken Gunji soon became an ‘accidental 
exile’ when his parents returned to Japan prior to December 7, 1941. He then 
traveled back to the US in 1949 to Chicago, Illinois, where he attended high 
school, and in 1953, he was the first Japanese-American in Chicago to be-
come an Eagle Scout. He earned his B.S. and M.S. at the University of Illinois; 
he served two years on active duty with the US Army, retiring 25 years later 
from the Illinois National Guard with the rank of lieutenant colonel. After active 
duty, he worked in student services for the University of Illinois and Parkland 
College for 32 years.

In 1966, Ken began a one-year pen-pal correspondence with a young 
Japanese woman named Kimiko. Her letters drew Ken back to Japan, and, 
within two weeks of meeting Kimiko, he married her. This past August [2017] 
they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. He had two loving daughters, 

Tricia and [CHP professor] Jennifer [Gunji-Ballsrud]....  

Ken joined Champaign Rotary in 1976. He served as sergeant-at-arms, sec-
retary, and board member before serving as WGRC (World’s Greatest Rotary 
Club) President in 1986-87. For 1998-99, Ken became the second Champaign 
Rotarian to receive the Rotary Foundations’ Citation for Meritorious Service. 

Ken’s life outside of work and Rotary was also committed to “Service 
Above Self.” He has long been an a volunteer leader for the Boy Scouts 
of America, serving as president of Prairielands Council and as area

President. Ken was a longtime baseball coach for the Babe Ruth Youth 
League; he served on the Chanute Aerospace Museum Foundation, Cham-
paign Public Library Foundation, Crimestoppers, Salvation Army Board, 
and for many other local organizations.”

A memorial service was held at the I Hotel Chancellor Ballroom on Octo-
ber 7, 2017, where many CHP alumni and friends honored his memory.

IN MEMORIAM
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activities, but what truly made the class stick out to those who took it was the 
study abroad trip to Italy itself.

The trip took place 
March 16 - March 
26, 2018, and took 
students from 
Urbana-Champaign 
to Rome and back 
again. While there, 
we saw some of the 
most famous sites 
in Rome, including 
the Colosseum, the 
Roman Forum, the 
Vatican Museum, 
the Sistine Chapel, 

and the Great Synagogue. We traveled around Rome by foot and by bus to take 
in all the sites we could, both historical and cultural. This, however, was only 
part of the trip; the main educational portion of the trip came in the form of 
multiple labs and varied experiences we received while in Rome.

We had an opportunity to make our own pasta, and learned about all the many 
different kinds of pasta available to us while in Italy. We had a cooking instruction 
session with a Roman chef, preparing Roman meatballs, stuffed Roman arti-

HONORS LLC TRIP TO ROME, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

Honors LLC students in Rome

NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION 2017
There were several exciting changes to the Cam-
pus Honors Program New Student Orientation held 
on Friday, August 25, 2017. The Orientation began 
with a breakfast buffet at the Illini Union, which 
included icebreakers, a keynote address by Profes-
sor STEVE PETRUZZELLO, (Kinesiology and Com-
munity Health) and information from ANTOINETTE 

BURTON about the Illinois Program for Research 
in the Humanities. CHP staff and Honors Student 
Council officers also informed new freshmen about 
the Campus Honors Program.

Later in the afternoon, students attended an Open 
House at the Honors House, complete with a DJ, 
Jimmy John’s sandwiches, popcorn, cotton candy, 
and many delicious desserts throughout the 
house. New students toured the house to learn 
the function of each room and entered a raffle for 
fun giveaways!  It was a fun and informative start 
to the CHP year.

Chancellor’s Scholars at Orientation picnic

choke, tiramisu, and stuffed squash flowers. We visited multiple different styles 
of markets within Rome, from the most to least traditional. We went to an urban 
farm on the outskirts of Rome and saw how olives and fruits are grown within 
the boundaries of the city. But perhaps most interestingly, we were able to visit a 
farm out in the countryside and a separate vineyard. This farm, outside of Rome, 
had its own set of medieval ruins. There, we made cheese from sheep’s milk 
and saw how pigs are kept on the farm. Later that day we traveled to a vineyard, 
where we saw not only how grapes are grown but also where wine is fermented 
and bottled. 

The final part of the trip was two days that allowed students to travel around 
Rome and the surrounding area on their own, without prior planning or 
instruction. This was a lesson in individuality and self-planning, and was also a 
great bonding experience. Students were able to work together to plan their days 
according to their own interests, and bonded over buying train tickets or figuring 
out the way around Florence. 

By the end of the trip, we all had grown much closer as both a class and as 
friends. That was another learning experience, too, except it was learning 
about other people, and learning how to get along. This trip, with spectacular 
students and educational excursions, has certainly become one of the defining 
moments of my existence. This is true of many students upon their return from 
study abroad, both Honors-run or otherwise. I hope to one day return to Rome 
and to study abroad for a longer period of time. The Campus Honors Program 
and the Honors Living-Learning Community had so much to do with this, and 
so they continue to stimulate and invigorate the minds of students.

GRADUATION 2018
The Graduation Reception and 
Ceremony was again a big hit, as 
CHANCELLOR ROBERT JONES 
once again provided remarks, 
and CHP Director KIM GRABER 
corded graduates. Student 
speakers AMANDA COWFER 
and SAM LEROY gave inspired 
comments, and Calvin Ke Awards 
were given to AMANDA COWFER, 
SAM LEROY, and PARRISH 
SMITH. MARK MICALE received 
the Broadrick-Allen Award, 
accepted graciously on his behalf 
by RICHARD “CHIP” BURKHARDT, 
Emeritus CHP Director.

TRANSITIONS We were delighted to welcome TAMI IREN FAZIO as our 
new Office Manager on October 1. She came to us from 
the Computer Science Department where the training she 
received enabled her to help the CHP to update to more 
current technological practices. Tami enjoys the variety of 
responsibilities this position offers, as well as working with 
the talented and diverse group of Chancellor’s Scholars. 
What she appreciates most is working with staff who set 
the bar for excellence high, recognize new opportunities, 
and act decisively to make the most of them. Tami lives in 
Champaign, and shares her life with David, her wonderful 
husband, and their four beautiful children.

It is with mixed emotions that we announce 
that MARGARET CUPPS, who has been with 
the CHP since 1995, has decided to retire 
effective September 1, 2018.  She has 
been engaged with many changes over 
her tenure at CHP, including the move from 
paper to electronic admissions reviews, 
moving our photos to digital, and staying 
current with our ever-changing classroom 
technology.  We wish Margaret all the best 
as she plans to spend more time with 
friends and family!

During Margaret’s tenure at the CHP, she has enjoyed being 
the welcoming voice at our front desk, and she notes, “I 
have enjoyed talking to parents on the phone….I would find 
myself commiserating with them that there is so much to 

learn when you send your student to college…especially 
first-time students” She also has fond memories of our stu-
dents, including CLIFF REDEKER “who visited my husband and 
me after he returned from Japan as the Yanai Ambassador” 
and PARISH SMITH “who was always willing to help with any 
extra programs we were hosting.  

Margaret enjoyed the many CHP events with which she as-
sisted as well, emphasizing that “Convocation programs were 
wonderful for the students and for me. Reading the books were 
sometimes a challenge, but meeting the authors and spending 
time with them were great experiences.”  Margaret prepped 
our classroom every day, and noted, “I am very thankful for 
more automated computer and flat panel TV setup currently in 
the classroom.”  She adds that “setting up the AV was good as 
I got to know many of the professors who taught for us,” includ-
ing GRAHAM EVANS, KIMIKO GUNJI, STEVE HELLE, JIM HANSEN, 
and the late TOM KOVACS, to name a few.

In reflecting on her contributions, Margaret states that, “In 
some small way or another I have been in contact with over 
3,600 students in the CHP over the past 24 years.  I have 
been most impressed with the abilities of these young adults 
– to handle their academic workload as well as do construc-
tive activities on behalf of the university, the community and 
the world in their never-ending quest to help, by learning and 
doing. The motivation for these students is to make the world 
a better place.  They have done that for me in their smiles 
and visits. I think back on those of the past fondly and hope 
for the best for the current and future Chancellor’s Scholars.”

Margaret Cupps
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Stop by the Honors 
House when you 

are in town to 
see the exciting 
renovations and 

have a cup of 
coffee or cocoa!

Visit http://honors.
illinois.edu/ often 
to see what our 

amazing students 
are doing!

Painted by Richard “Chip” Burkhardt, 2011


