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in Costa Rica in March 2017

We are very proud of the students featured 
in the 2017 CHP Annual, though there are 
other equally deserving Chancellor’s Scholars 
whom we couldn’t recognize here. 

All CHP graduating seniors are profiled in our 
2017 CHP Yearbook, available upon request.

Dr. Kim Graber 
Director of the Campus Honors Program

Elizabeth Rockman 
Associate Director  
and Editor of the CHP Annual

Anne Price 
Assistant Director for Operations

Margaret Cupps 
Office Support Specialist

Brian Moffitt  
Director of the Honors  
Living-Learning Community

Please send all future updates to Annual Editor 
Elizabeth Rockman at rockman@illinois.edu.

CAMPUS 
HONORS 
PROGRAM 
1205 West Oregon 
St.  
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217) 244-0922

FULBRIGHT WINNER 
NATHAN JAMES STABLES (5/16 alumnus, LAS 
Integrative Biology) has been selected for a 2017 – 
2018 Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship in 
Korea.

As an undergraduate, Nathan studied abroad in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, he was an Undergraduate 
Research Assistant at the UI Medical Entomology 
Laboratory. He was a Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute Summer Intern and an Event 
Management Assistant with the Division of 
Campus Recreation. Nathan was a member of 
the Leadership Committee of Alpha Phi Omega 
Service Fraternity, and he served as President of 
No Strings Attached A Cappella. He received the 
Preble Research Scholarship and an I4I Scholarship. 
Nathan graduated as a James Scholar in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, with Integrative Biology 
Honors, and he minored in Business and Chemistry.

The Fulbright Program is the flagship international 
educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S. 
government and is designed to build international 
relations to solve global challenges, and the Office of 
National and International Scholarships administers 
the Fulbright Program at Illinois.

GOLDWATER
DENNIS T. RICH (sophomore, ENG Electrical 
Engineering) was awarded a Goldwater Scholarship 
for Academic Year 2017 - 2018. This summer, 
he is working with Silicon Labs in Nashua, New 
Hampshire, exploring new ways to build and test 
crystal oscillators for processing units. Dennis also 
engaged in research in the Patankar Research Group 
and the Mesoscopic Physics Group. He has been 
active in Formula Electric Racing as a Subsystem 
Leader, and he is a Project Chair for the Guatemala 
Water Project through Engineers Without Borders. 
Dennis will continue attempting to make thin-film 
transistor devices cheaply and efficiently while inves-
tigating the solid-state properties of these devices in 
Dr. Can Bayram’s ICORLab.

The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence 
in Education Program was established by Congress 
in 1986 to honor Barry M. Goldwater, who served 
30 years in the U.S. Senate. The program provides a 
continuing source of highly qualified scientists, math-
ematicians and engineers by awarding scholarships to 
sophomores and juniors from the United States who 
intend to pursue doctorates in these fields.

RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH (junior, LAS Physics) 
was a Finalist for a Goldwater Scholarship, and five 
CHP alums received honorable mention from the 
National Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship:  ROBERT GREGORY ANDREWS (senior, 
LAS Mathematics and ENG Computer Science), 
KENNETH HOFFMANN (senior, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering), ALEX NATHAN KAHN (5/16 alumnus, 
ENG Mechanical Engineering), RICHARD SCOTT 
VACHULA (5/15 alumnus, LAS Geology and 
French), and SHERYL WANG (5/15 alumna, ENG 
Bioengineering).

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE   
As I write this message, it is an exciting time 
for the Campus Honors Program (CHP). 
We were able to acquire some funding to 
give a facelift to the interior of the Honors 
House. The entire interior of the building 
was repainted, and new carpeting was 
installed throughout. Several offices received 
new furniture, and we created an additional 
lounge on the 3rd floor where students can 
come to study, relax, converse, and play 
games. We recognize that our students are 
some of the busiest people on campus, so 
finding a space for them to take a breath 
and bond with other honors students is 
important to us. During the remodeling we 
were temporarily relocated to the Student 
Dining and Residential Programs (SDRP) 
Building to accommodate the need for 
workers to access the Honors House so we 
would be ready for the Fall 2017 semester to 
begin. Many thanks to Nathan Sanden and 
Brian Moffitt for providing this temporary 
space to us. We look forward to sharing pictures with you in the near future.
This past year was particularly special because we celebrated our 30th Anniversary. We kicked off the 
event with an informal Friday evening social. On Saturday we hosted a campus tour, lunch at the 
Honors House, tea at Japan House, and a formal dinner at the Illini Union where Erika Harold, former 
Chancellor’s Scholar and Miss American 2003, provided a highly inspirational talk. After a wonderful 
brunch on Sunday, we said a sad farewell to many former students with the hope they will return in five 
years for our next reunion celebration. 
It was the inaugural year of the Honors Living Learning Community in Nugent Hall which proved 
to be a huge success under the leadership of Brian Moffitt. The student return rate and requests 
from incoming students for beds in this facility was astonishing. Thus, we hope to increase capacity 
next year. A newly initiated Student Advisory Committee along with the Honors Student Council 
provided excellent leadership and suggestions for new and exciting activities. We initiated a more 
formal commencement reception that continued to include lots of food and socializing. Students were 
individually recognized and provided with their honors cords, and Sam Walder and Evan Ramos gave 
outstanding and humorous student remarks. Rachel Briones and Evan Ramos received the Calvin Ke 
Award, and CHP faculty member Jennifer Gunji-Ballsrud received the King Broadrick-Allen Award.
In addition to continuing some of our most popular Scholars Adventurers Series events, new activities were 
incorporated into the program. Chancellor Robert Jones came to the Honors House for lunch with some 
of our student leaders. We also developed a beautiful promotional brochure that we will use to highlight the 
many opportunities the CHP offers. If you would like a copy of this publication, please let us know.
As always, we have many exciting plans in the coming year. Despite the state budget crisis, we have 
continued to offer opportunities to students that only the CHP can provide, and we are planning for 
new activities and trips. This year our Orientation will include CHP t-shirts for incoming students, a 
sit-down breakfast at the Illini Union, and a celebration in the evening where we will welcome students 
to the newly decorated Honors House.
If you are in the area, please be sure to stop by and say hello. 

Best wishes.
Kim C. Graber, Ed.D. 
Director, Campus Honors Program | Professor, Kinesiology and Community Health



4        Campus Honors Program | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | August 2017 Campus Honors Program | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | August 2017       5

by JOEY BRYANT, VIRAAT GOEL, PAIGE KORDAS, and EVAN RAMOS

  You measure the seasons by when the Honors House pulls out the hot chocolate.

  Your friends wonder why you drop so many horticulture facts.

  You’re good at explaining what the Campus Honors Program is to non CHPeople.

  Every day you look in the fridge for leftover CHPizza.

  You take classes that sound ridiculous to all your friends.

  You’re stressed about registration even though you literally have the first slot.

  When you know where you were at 7 AM the day after you moved in freshman year.

  You love our rickety old house where you have to go upstairs to go downstairs.

  You know there’s a basement.

  You know that the basement puts the “best” in “asbestos.”

  You know that the plants in front of the honors house are NOT weeds.

  You know you won’t get any homework done during Fortnight.

  You know who McSteamy is (and where he or she lives).

  When you go to Starbucks but can’t understand why you can’t order a Hundred Years’ War.

  When you know what “blurbing” is.

  When you can impress your friends by saying you’re going to have a power lunch with a professor.

  When you can’t fathom a world in which people actually pay for their coffee, tea, and printing.

  When the snacks in the Hoho lounge constitute half your daily nourishment.

  When you know how to be efficient by recycling old ideas, including lists of ways you know you’re a CHPerson.

  When the Honors House will always be the HoHo in your heart.

CHP 30TH  
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

THE CHP 30TH  
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
(clockwise from top)

Paige Kordas, Alex Kordas, Parrish Smith 
and Dario Aranguiz enjoy 30th Anniversary 
brunch

Chip and Jayne Burkhardt at 30th  
Anniversary Celebration

CHP alums and students enjoy 30th  
Anniversary Celebration brunch

CHP alums Todd Hunter and David  
Grayson at the 30th Anniversary Celebration

During the weekend of October 
14 – 17, the Campus Honors 
Program celebrated its 30th 
Anniversary. Many alums, current 
Chancellor’s Scholars, and CHP 
faculty and staff were on hand to 
celebrate!

Weekend events included tours 
of the Honors Living-Learning 
Community, led by VIRAAT GOEL 
(sophomore, ENG Bioengineering), 
and the Alice Campbell Alumni 
Center, led by RYAN ROSS (5/08 
alumnus, LAS English). After 
lunch at the Honors House, a 
Japan House Tea Ceremony was 
hosted by past and current Japan 
House Directors KIMIKO GUNJI 
and JENNIFER GUNJI-BALLSRUD (5/94 
alumna, FAA Graphic Design), 
and assisted by DARIO ARANGUIZ 
(5/15 alumnus, ENG Electrical 
Engineering) and FELIX WANG 
(5/11 alumnus, ENG Electrical 
Engineering).

Our main event was the Ban-
quet on Saturday, October 15, 
2017, where ERIKA HAROLD (5/01 
alumna, LAS Political Science), 
2003 Miss America and current 
Attorney at Meyer Capel Law 
Firm gave the keynote address. 
Several CHP faculty, including 
CHP Director Emeritus RICHARD 

BURKHARDT and Emeritus Japan 
House Director and former CHP 
Assistant Director KIMIKO GUNJI 
addressed the attendees, Honors 
Student Council Executive Board 
members read “You Know You’re 
a CHPerson When…” (see right). 

Please see the back page of the 
Annual for more photos from this 
special weekend.

CAROL MALMGREN (Assistant and Associate Director for Operations, 1993-2002) couldn’t  
attend the weekend’s events, but below are some excerpts of her message:

“I cannot believe it has been 30 years … so I took some time to ponder what the campus was like 
in those days… Many campus staff did not have personal computers or email addresses in 1990. 
When I began working for CHP in 1993, all CHP staff had email accounts which were used for simple 
communication among administrators, not for sharing documents or communicating with students. 

“…It was a boom time for early adoption of internet technologies. Such concepts as local area 
networks (LAN’s), the world wide web (WWW), establishment of domain names (I grabbed ‘honors’ 
and ‘chp’), and group listservs were relatively unheard of across campus. The CHP website was one 
of the first departmental websites at the U of I, created by our Student Network Administrator – I 
had the privilege of working with terrific students in this capacity. They maintained our two computer 
labs, our websites, our social networking platforms, system backups and made recommendations 
for IT purchases, including the technologies we used in the tiny 212 Honors House classroom. 

“When I became registrar, the work I did at CHP became foundational to the student systems 
projects I implemented, and I often counted on the Chancellor’s Scholars to test the features of any 
new release--especially the rollout of Banner Student Self -Service student information system. To 
this day, many of these experiences inform the consulting work I do on college campuses across the 
U.S. and I will be forever grateful.”

YOU KNOW YOU’RE A CHPERSON WHEN…
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Several students were elected to Illinois Student Senate and related roles in 
March 2017:  SAMUEL LEROY (junior, BUS Marketing and Management) was 
selected the first Speaker of the Senate, and ANNALISA RONCONE (junior, LAS 
Economics) is Chair of Financial Affairs; additionally Aashay Patel (junior, 
ENG Bioengineering) is a Student Senator. 

The Office of the Chancellor, Illinois International Programs, and the 
University of Illinois Alumni Association sponsored the International 
Achievement Awards Banquet on 4/13/17, where several individuals connected 
to CHP were honored. BRITTANY KOTELES (5/11 alumna, LAS Individual Plans 
of Study) received the Charles C. Stewart International Young Humanitarian 
Award, CHP faculty DR. HELAINE SILVERMAN was honored with the Sheth 
Distinguished Faculty Award for International Achievement, and H.E. Rev. 
DR. IVA GLOUDON received the Madhuri and Jagdish N. Sheth International 
Alumni Award for Exceptional Achievement. Earlier in the day, Dr. Gloudon, a 
former Ambassador, met with several Chancellor’s Scholars.

The 5/17 Japan House Newsletter noted:  “We were 
truly honored to co-sponsor an event at Japan House 
with Illini Hillel and the Champaign Urbana Jewish 
Federation. When our tea student, ITAMAR ALLALI 
(LAS Physics), visited Japan with the American Jewish 
Committee, he was fascinated with the intersections 
and similarities in fundamental values between Jewish 
and Japanese peoples. During this special event, he 
shared his experiences, and then performed a tradi-
tional tea ceremony. Thank you so much to Itamar, 
Illini Hillel, and the Champaign-Urbana Jewish 
Federation.”

LAUREN BROOKS (LAS Global Studies) and ALEEZA 

LEDER MACEK (LAS Biology) were members of the 
Ensemble Cast of American Idiot March 30 – April 1, 
2017 in Lincoln Hall Theatre.

KEVIN CHENG (LAS Chemistry) is serving as Chair of the 
Student Organization Resource Fee (SORF) Board in 
Academic Year 2017 – 2018, after serving as an elected 
SORF Board Member, and he will be serving as Vice 
President of Volunteer Illini Projects (VIP), after 
serving as Health Needs Director this past year.

AMANDA COWFER (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology 
and Chemistry) was the Tutoring and Mentoring Chair 
for the American Chemical Society in Academic 
Year 2016 – 2017, and currently is CATSNAP Project 
Coordinator for Alpha Phi Omega. 

KATHLEEN DOWNES (5/15 alumna, AHS Community 
Health) organized the 6th Annual Disability Awareness 
Program “University of Illinois and Beyond” featuring 
Keynote Speakers David and Jen Kuriniec on 
November 2, 2017. Disability-related questions were 
answered by a Beckwith Resident Panel.

VIRAAT GOEL (ENG Bioengineering) in 6/17:  “I’m at 
Mayo Clinic this summer at their Jacksonville campus, 
and I’m doing neuroscience research in Parkinson’s 
Disease neurodegeneration. The city is beautiful, the 
weather is excellent, the facilities are incredible, the 
beaches are fantastic, and it’s an incredible experience 
all around.”

PAIGE KORDAS (ENG Computer Science) was published:  
P.D. Tsatsoulis, P. Kordas, M. Marshall, D. Forsyth, 
A. Rozga, “The Static Multimodal Dyadic Behavior 
Dataset for Engagement Prediction”, in the European 
Conference on Computer Vision Workshops, 2016.

IN THE NEWS

SAM LEROY (BUS Marketing and Management) was featured by the Illinois 
Program for Research in the Humanities (IPRH) with his article “Going for 
it: A Review of ‘Fourth and Long’” in the IPRH “Reading Matters” blog. To 
read his thoughts on John U. Bacon’s book, Fourth and Long: A Fight for the 
Soul of College Football, head over to https://iprh.wordpress.com/2016/10/14/
going-for-it-a-review-of-fourth-and-long/

DANISH MAJID (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) was an Operations Volunteer 
with Avicenna Health Clinic in Fall 2016, and he was accepted to their new 
interpretation team to help bridge the language barrier between healthcare 
professionals and Urdu or French-speaking patients for Spring 2017.

RAJASI RASTOGI (FAA Industrial Design) organized VariABILITY 2017, which 
took place on March 31 and April 1, 2017, which brought “together students 
from different backgrounds to collaborate and understand some ongoing chal-
lenges that people with disabilities experience. The goal is to take an innovative 
approach to disability awareness and advocacy through human centered 
design. This is a great chance to become part of a community conversation  
on inclusion.”  

CHRISTINA SU (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) participated in Illini 4000 in 
Summer 2017, cycling from New York to San Francisco. Illini 4000’s mission 
(as written on http://illini4000.org) is “The Illini 4000 is a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to documenting the American cancer experience through 
The Portraits Project, raising funds for cancer research and patient support 
services, as well as spreading awareness for the fight against cancer through 
annual cross-country bike rides.”  

NEENA TRIPATHY (5/94 alumna, LAS Biology) was interviewed on WCIA3 TV 
in 10/16 in Champaign, Illinois about Hoof and Mouth disease. She is a 
Pediatrician in the Carle Physician Group.

JOHN K. WILSON (5/91 alumnus, LAS Philosophy, Political Science, and History) 
wrote a new book, ‘Trump Unveiled: Exposing the Bigoted Billionaire’ from 
OR Books. John is also co-editor of “Academe” blog and editor of “Illinois 

Academe,” and he has served 
as co-organizer of the Evanston 
Literary Festival (evanstonlit.org) 
and the Chicago Book Expo.

JUHI GUPTA (senior, LAS Molecular 
and Cellular Biology) and AKASH 
PATEL (senior, LAS Molecular and 
Cellular Biology) were featured 
in “SURF Impact Continues” 
in the Winter 2017 edition of 
Interactions, a publication of the 
Mayo Clinic & Illinois Alliance 
for Technology-Based Healthcare.

CHP graduate Juhi Gupta

Chancellor’s Scholar Viraat Goel leads LLC tour for 30th Anniversary Celebration

CHP graduate Rasaji Rastogi leading disability awareness program

Illini 4000 at the Alma Mater

Ambassador Gloudon and Chancellor’s Scholar Connor Reardon

Chancellor’s Scholar Itamar Allali 
presenting at Japan House 
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COURTNEY A. ACKERMAN (ENG Civil 
Engineering):  “My plan for next year 
is to stay at U of I and get a masters 
in civil engineering, and it has 
been confirmed that I will be doing 
research under Professor Guest in 
the civil engineering department!  I 
was awarded the Walter E. Deuchler 

Environmental Engineering and Research Assistantship to help me pursue that 
degree. In the long run, my career dream is to work in the field of renewable 
energy out in Colorado but that may still be a ways off.”

MUZAMMIL S. ALI (ENG Bioengineering):  “After graduation, I will be going to 
Duke Law School to pursue my J.D. in order to pursue my dreams of public 
and civil justice law.”

ROBERT ANDREWS (LAS Mathematics and Computer Science):  “During the 
summer, I will be interning as a Quantitative Development Intern at Akuna 
Capital in Chicago. This will be my second summer with Akuna; I previously 
interned with them during Summer 2016. In the fall, I will be returning to 
Illinois as a PhD student in the Theory & Algorithms group in the Department 
of Computer Science.” 

ARJUN BALWALLY (ENG Materials Science and Engineering and LAS Philosophy):  “I’ll 
be in Ohio until May, traveling during May and June, and starting at Bain and 
Co. in Chicago in July.”

KEVIN M. BRENNER (ENG Mechanical Engineering):  “After graduation, I plan on 
attending Stanford University to pursue a Master of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering.” 

ZACHARY R. BREWER (ENG Computer Science):  “I will also be earning an 
Aviation degree from Parkland in May. I will spend the summer traveling 
before moving to Boulder, CO and starting my full-time job as a software 
engineer at Google.”

RACHEL S. BRIONES (LAS Psychology):  “I will begin law school at Northwestern 
University Pritzker School of Law starting August 2017. I am currently 
searching for legal internships for this upcoming summer before beginning law 
school.” 

LAUREN BROOKS (LAS Global Studies):  “Following graduation, I will be 
attending Boston University Metropolitan College to pursue a Master’s of 
Science in Arts Administration.”

QUINN CALVERT (ENG Aerospace Engineering):  “I will be working as a Propulsion 
System Design Engineer 1 for United Launch Alliance (ULA) in Pueblo, CO 
starting on June 19th. I’m still figuring out some details (like where I’ll be 
living), but those are my plans for the time being.”

BRIAN CAMPBELL-DEEM (ENG Engineering Physics):  “I will be attending the 
University of California at San Diego to pursue a PhD in Physics, specifically in 
the area of High Energy Theory. I will be moving out to San Diego sometime 
in September to begin my program, and am looking forward to working with 
the great faculty they have, as well as continuing to teach physics as a TA – 
and hopefully lecturer, once I advance to candidacy – which I’m specifically 
passionate about. Eventually, after my PhD (and some postdocs) I hope to 
acquire a position in academia as a professor of physics.” 

SEAN V. CASHIN (ENG Electrical Engineering):  “I have accepted an offer at Texas 
Instruments as an Applications Engineer in Dallas, Texas, starting in June. I 
will be designing electronics hardware and inventing new technology to solve 
problems.” 

ANUJ K. CHOKSHI (LAS Individual Plans of Study):  “I will be spending the 
summer traveling Europe and periodically in the United States. In the fall, I 
will be attending Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine to 
pursue my M.D!  While I don’t know what type of medicine I want to practice, 
I am eager to begin a new experience and journey into a field I am very 
passionate about!”

GRETA DODEN (ACES Animal Sciences):  “This 
summer I have an internship at the ASPCA 
Animal Poison Control Center in Urbana. I’ll 
be reading through case files, trying to find 
trends in the data--whether age or breed increase 
susceptibility to certain substances. I have been 
accepted into the U of I Veterinary Medicine 
program, so I will be attending classes here in 
the fall. I hope to eventually become a mixed-
practice (large and small animal) veterinarian.”

KEVIN DOHERTY (BUS Finance and Accountancy):  
“After graduation, I will be moving to San 
Francisco to work for an upper middle market investment bank called Jefferies 
in its technology group. I will focus on mergers and acquisitions and capital 
raising activities, similar to my internship there this past summer.”

HANNAH DONOHO (ACES Crop Sciences):  “After graduation, I plan on attending 
graduate school at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to study Plant Breeding 
and Genetics, to eventually be a plant breeder in the agriculture field.”

OLUWAMI DOSUNMU-OGUNBI (ENG Mechanical Engineering):  “I have chosen 
University of Michigan for graduate school where I have been accepted to their 
mechanical engineering PhD program. I intend to become a professor.”

OLIVIA NOEL ELKINS (EDUC Special Education):  “After graduation, I plan to 
teach summer camp classes at St. Charles Community College in St. Peters, 
Missouri where my parents currently live. In the fall, though, I plan to return to 
Champaign-Urbana and begin my special education teaching career here! I am 
currently actively looking and applying for jobs in the area and do not know 
yet where I will be teaching.”

KATE FENTON (FAA Theatre):  “Ideally, I’ll be interning at a regional theater.”

ABIGAEL FINKLE (AHS Interdisciplinary Health Sciences):  “After graduation, I am 
excited to be traveling to Europe with my friends! Beginning in August, I will 
be attending medical school at Saint Louis University School of Medicine.”

CHAD FRANZEN (ENG Computer Science):  “In August I will be joining Google as 
a Software Engineer in their New York City office.”

MORGAN FUEHNE (ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering):  “I will be attending 
Duke University in the fall for a Masters in 
Engineering Management.”

ELIZABETH GACEK (ENG Bioengineering):  “My 
post-graduation plans include taking the 
summer off and traveling across Europe before 
beginning my PhD studies in Biomedical 
Engineering at the University of Minnesota 
this fall.”

JOYDEEP GANGULY (ENG Computer Engineering):  
“After May, I plan to be traveling with family, and then eventually working in 
Chicago, with Deloitte Consulting!”

JUHI CATHERINE GUPTA (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology):  “Beginning in May 
2017, I will be working in a biomedical research lab, and preparing to pursue a 
Medical Degree in the following years. I cannot wait to start this journey!”

JOHN RYAN HAMILTON (ENG Electrical Engineering):  “I am currently in progress 
on my job search for what I plan to do post-graduation. I plan to be working 
in the green energy generation industry, trying to do my part in making the 
world a better place.”

KENNETH HOFFMANN (ENG Mechanical Engineering):  “After undergrad, I’ll 
be heading to the Bay Area for an internship and then vacationing before 
attending graduate school at Stanford University in the fall. I will pursue an 
MS/PhD in mechanical engineering, researching controls and energy.”

NEIL P. HUGHES (BUS Finance and Marketing and Management):  “I will be 
traveling and working on a startup over the summer before I begin work in 
Chicago at the end of August. I will be working for a small strategy consulting 
firm in Chicago.”

CHARLOTTE HUNT (LAS Classics):  “After graduating in December, I will 
begin work on my Master’s degree with the Classics Department here at the 
University of Illinois. I look forward to continuing to study with Classics at 
Illinois and beginning my work as a Teaching Assistant. After my Master’s at U 
of I, I plan on moving on to a different school (which school is to be deter-
mined) where I will work on my Ph.D. in Classics.”

KATHERINE R. IUORIO (BUS Accountancy and Finance):  “I will be starting work 
with Ernst and Young in their Risk Advisory Program in July!”

HANNAH R. JAKOBS (BUS Finance):  “After 
graduation, I’ll be traveling for a few months 
before I start work. My cousin, a few of my 
friends, and I will be doing Birthright in Israel 
in early June, and then extending our stay and 
traveling throughout Europe for a month or 
so after that. After my travels, I’ll be moving to 
New York City to work as a consultant for EY 
in their Business Advisory Program focusing 
on Financial Service Organizations. I’m sad to 
leave the University of Illinois but I’m excited to 
see where my future takes me!”

ANJOLIE JOSE (LAS Psychology):  “After graduation I plan to take a gap year 
while applying to grad schools.”

JULIA KOMRSKA (LAS Chemistry):  “I hope to teach chemistry in the Northwest 
suburbs this upcoming fall, and I’m currently applying to jobs right now.”

NICK KORTENDICK (ENG Computer Science):  “I will be working as a Software 
Engineer at Google in the San Francisco Bay Area upon graduation.”

SONAM KOTADIA (LAS Global Studies and Germanic Languages and Literature):  “I 
will be attending Sciences Po in Paris for an MA in International Security.”

ANJANA KRISHNAN (ACES Natural Resources and 
Environmental Sciences and ENG Civil Engineering):  
“I’m going to be working with a sustainable 
development nonprofit in Uganda called Brick 
by Brick. I’ll be designing rainwater harvesting 
systems, managing construction projects using 
a local and sustainable brick, and consulting 
on miscellaneous outreach and community 
development projects.”

MARY LAVOIE (ENG Computer Engineering):  
“After graduation, I will be starting work 
at Produce Pro, a software company in 
Woodridge, IL, as a software developer.”

HAOXUAN (HENRY) LI (BUS Accountancy):  “I will be working for IBM as an 
Analytics Consultant in the Fall of 2017.”

KATHRYN LILLIE (ACES Crop Sciences):  “Upon graduating this May, I plan to 
attend graduate school here at the University of Illinois to earn my master’s 
degree studying weed science. After earning my master’s degree, I plan on either 
going on to obtain my PhD, or working for a crop protection company.”

ATHENA LIN (ENG Materials Science and Engineering):  “This summer I will begin 
working as a semiconductor packaging engineer at Texas Instruments in 
Dallas, Texas. I plan to attend graduate school after a few years of working. My 
long term life goal is to be a professor someday and strive to promote educa-
tional innovation at-scale within engineering education.”

POST-GRADUATION 
PLANS OF RECENT 

GRADUATES

CHP Computer Admins Christina Ernst, Zach Brewer, Abhishek Nigam, 
and Zach Mabry

Greta Doden

Morgan Fuehne

Hannah Jakobs

Anjana Krishnan



10        Campus Honors Program | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | August 2017 Campus Honors Program | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | August 2017       11

JEFF LU (ENG Computer Science):  
“I have a job lined up at One 
North Interactive in Chicago as 
a developer. They are a website 
consulting firm, and I would be 
working on both the front-end and 
back-end development of a website.”

CHLOE M. MARSHINSKI (BUS 
Actuarial Science and Statistics):  “After graduation, I will be working as an 
actuary at CNA Insurance in Chicago.”

MOLLY MCGHEE (ACES Animal Sciences):  “I will be starting graduate school in 
the Department of Animal Sciences here at the University of Illinois in August 
2017 under Dr. Hans Stein for my master’s degree in Monogastric Nutrition. 
I was awarded the Jonathon Baldwin Turner Fellowship from the College of 
ACES to fund my graduate program. My long-term career goal is to work in 
the swine nutrition industry.”

THOMAS M. MCGRATH (ENG Engineering Mechanics):  “I’m in the process of 
applying to a few research training programs/short term positions at various 
places. I plan to pursue a Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering after a year or two.”

OMAR MEHIO (LAS Physics):  “My post-grad-
uation plans are to begin a PhD in Physics 
at the California Institute of Technology in 
September 2017.”

RACHEL MISURAC (ENG Bioengineering):  “I 
hope to spend the summer traveling and begin 
working in Chicago in the fall. I also hope to 
become involved in karate in the city, play with 
my nephews, and continue to work on my 
personal projects.”

VASSIL MLADENOV (ENG Computer Science):  “I’m 
going on a backpacking trip across Europe from May until August, starting in 
Iceland on May 23rd. I begin full-time work at Facebook in Menlo Park, CA in 
mid-September.”

ABHISHEK DEEP NIGAM (ENG Computer Science): “After graduation, I’ll be taking 
some time off to travel, and I’ll be starting work as a Software Engineer at Jump 
Trading in July!”

ALEXANDER C. NODDINGS (LAS Physics):  “I’m currently waiting to hear back 
from graduate programs.”

KELSEY OSWALD (LAS Chemistry):  “I will be teaching chemistry and physics at 
Geneva High School.”

MICHAEL OVASSAPIAN (ENG Electrical Engineering):  “This fall I will be moving to 
Austin, Texas to work for Cirrus Logic, a semiconductor electronics company.”

HYUNBIN PARK (ENG Computer Science):  “I will be working full-time as a 
software engineer at Facebook starting July 2017.” 

AKASH S. PATEL (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology):  “Beginning in May 2017 
and beyond, I will be attending the University of Illinois College of Medicine 
(Chicago) this fall and through the UICOM, I was recently admitted into the 
Innovation in Medicine (IMED) Program.”

DHRUV PATEL (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology): “I will be working full-time 
with the Allstate Corporation as an investments management analyst. I plan 
to pursue a career in healthcare analytics in the long term with the possibility 
of applying to medical and business school in the future to earn my medical 
degree and master’s in business administration in order to bridge the gap 
between medicine and administration.”

VERONICA PETERSON (ENG Computer Science):  “My plan for after graduation is 
to work for as a developer for a proprietary electronic trading firm called IMC. 
I will be in downtown Chicago for this work. I am excited to get started writing 
code to help speed up the trading process and to make it easier and more effi-
cient for traders to complete trades and trade analysis. Outside of work, I hope 
to run a marathon within a year of graduation. I also plan to start volunteering 
with Special Olympics Chicago once I graduate.”

KYLIE A. PETLAK (ENG Computer Engineering):  
“Beginning July 2017, I will be returning to 
Motorola Solutions in Schaumburg as a full 
time embedded software engineer with national 
security clearance. There, I will be building 
custom prototypes for public safety applica-
tions. I hope to further my career exploring the 
interface between hardware and software and to 
continue fostering my passion for art history on 
the side.”

CHANNING P. PHILBRICK, JR. (ENG Electrical 
Engineering):  “Next fall, I will be pursuing an 
M.S. in Electrical Engineering studying Remote Sensing. After completing 
grad school, I intend to pursue a career in the space and defense industry.”

ALEXIS M. POKORNEY (LAS Economics):  “I am currently pursuing two online 
masters: An MA in Applied Economics from American University and an 
MBA in International Organisations from EUCLID University. I should finish 
both next spring. In the meantime, I will be in Georgia, house-sitting for a 
deployed military friend and studying hard. My eventual goal is still to work 
for the State Department or UN in economic policy and development. I have 
also begun looking at private careers in Economic analysis.”

PAIGE POWELL (ENG Information Systems and Systems Technology):  “Beginning in 
January 2017, I will be headed off to New Zealand for a back-packing trip. I also 
have travel road trip plans around the United States and Europe for the months 
leading up to my start-date with KPMG Advisory Practice. I will be starting in 
their CIO Advisory group as a management consulting associate.”

DAVID PROROK (ENG Computer Science):  “After graduation, I plan on spending 
the summer traveling before beginning work. In August, I will be joining 
Facebook as a Software Engineer in Menlo Park, California.”

EVAN A. RAMOS (ENG Computer Engineering):  “I will be joining Charmworks to 
develop Charm++, a parallel programming runtime that manages workloads 
for applications running on everything from private computing clusters to 
the largest supercomputers, including Blue Waters. In my free time, I will also 
provide technical direction for Voidpoint, the independent video game studio 
I co-founded.”

RAJASI RASTOGI (FAA Industrial Design):  “I am going to go home for a while and 
then carry on searching for my next opportunity.”

PATRICK P. REGAN (LAS Chemical Engineering):  “After graduation, our family 
will be taking a short trip over to Ireland to celebrate a multitude of good things 
happening to us, including my father’s retirement and my college graduation. 
Starting in July, I will be working full-time at Valdes Engineering Company. 
They are a multidisciplinary engineering design consulting firm based in 
Lombard, Illinois. I will be working in the process engineering department 
working on various projects in the refining, chemical, energy, and agricultural 
sectors. I have interned several times in the past and have worked on sizing 
relief valves, designing a pilot plant, and helping standardize the calculation 
and checking procedures at the company.”

JENNIFER RICHMAN (LAS Integrative Biology):  “Just two weeks after gradu-
ation, I will be starting a 27 month Master’s of Physician Assistant program at 
Midwestern University. Studying will take up the majority of my free time for 
the next two years, but after that, I will be able to work in any health specialty 
I want right away. I plan to reward myself post-Master’s with a vacation, hope-
fully to Southeast Asia.”

THOMAS ROADCAP (ENG Civil Engineering):  “I was accepted to grad school at 
UIUC with an RA position. I am apparently also in the running to get an 
Illinois Distinguished Fellowship, but I have no idea what the likelihood of that 
is.”

SUMMER ROBBINS (BUS Marketing):  “I have committed to Florida Coastal 
School of Law in Jacksonville, FL. I was accepted into the Scholars program at 
Florida Coastal where I will be pursuing my Juris Doctorate with a full-tuition 
scholarship! Other than heading off to law school, I am also occupying my time 
with preparations to compete in the Miss Illinois pageant for the Miss America 
Organization in June. I recently won a preliminary pageant in December that 
qualified me! I am the current Miss Springfield 2017.”

MADISON ROSS-RYAN (FAA Graphic Design):  “I will be working at Solstice in 
Chicago as a UX Intern this summer.”

NICHOLAS V. RUBLE (LAS English and Economics):  
“I will be working as an I-Star to facilitate 
welcome-programs for admitted students this 
summer. After the summer, I will begin my 
first year of law school at UIUC Law.”

JOHN H. RYAN (ENG Electrical Engineering):  
“After graduating in May, I will begin work as 
a Product/Test Engineer for Texas Instruments 
in Dallas, Texas. In a year or two after that, I 
will pursue further education in a graduate 
program in Electrical Engineering.”

ALLISON RYMUT (ENG Mechanical Engineering):  “I will be taking the summer 
off to spend with family, then I will be moving to Minneapolis in early August 
to start working full time. I was hired as a design engineer for 3M. In the next 
couple years I also hope to get a master’s degree.”

MARK D. SCHAER (BUS Marketing):  “In May, 
I will begin an internship in Rockford doing 
journalism and public relations. In addition, I 
have been applying to 12-month internships 
beginning in August all across the country, one 
of which I hope to attain before I go to graduate 
school in Fall of 2018 for my master’s degree.”

CLARE SCHEIB-FEELEY (ACES Natural Resources 
and Environmental Sciences):  “For my post-grad 
plans, I’m still waiting to hear back from intern-
ships for the summer, and am currently in the 
application process to serve in the Peace Corps 
or with Teach for America.”

EMMA SCHUSTER (LAS Biochemistry):  “I will be pursuing a PhD at Northwestern 
University in Chicago through the Driskill Graduate Program in the Life 
Sciences. I plan to focus on pharmaceutical research and hopefully work at the 
interface of lab science and clinical application. I will travel through Europe for 
a month after graduation.”

YULIYA SEMIBRATOVA (LAS Mathematics and Statistics):  “After graduation, I will 
be working at Allstate as a Quantitative Analyst.”

KATELYN SHANAHAN (BUS Supply Chain Management and Marketing):  “Next year 
I’ll be serving as a missionary with Cru in Split, Croatia! I’ll be on a college 
campus, working to reach and disciple students and establish new student 
ministries.”

DANIEL R. SHEEHAN (ENG Computer Engineering):  “I am planning to accept a 
software engineering position that I have been offered at Mindtree.”

MADELINE SIAMBEKOS (BUS Finance and Marketing):  “After graduation, I plan 
to travel Europe with friends and family. I will be starting full-time at PepsiCo 
Chicago as a financial analyst in August 2017.”

SALONI SHETH (FAA Architectural Studies):  “This fall I plan to attend UIUC for 
the joint master’s program in Architecture and Construction Management.”

CONNOR N. SIBLE (ACES Crop Sciences):  “I will be continuing my studies with a 
Master’s degree in Crop Physiology here at UIUC.”

MATTHEW A. SIEGEL (LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology):  “I will be attending the University of 
Illinois College of Medicine at Chicago!”

ROSS W. SKELLY (LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology and Chemistry):  “I will be attending 
medical school at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, and in four short years, I will be a 
medical resident on my way to becoming a  
full-fledged physician! Or at least that’s the  
plan for now.”

POST-GRADUATION 
PLANS OF RECENT 

GRADUATES 
(Continued)

Kylie Petlak

Nicholas Ruble

Mark Schaer

Matthew Siegel

Omar Mehio 
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ultimate practice tool for orchestral music learners (http://trala.io). I then 
will start a projects laboratory to create technologies focused on addressing 
problems associated with sustainability and climate change.”

RYAN WALEK (ENG Computer Engineering):  “After graduating in December, I 
plan to take a couple months to travel Southeast Asia. After that, I am looking 
forward to moving out to the Bay Area to start full time as a software engineer 
(still deciding on the exact company).”

SELENA WALLACE (BUS Accountancy):  “After graduating with a major in 
accountancy I will be completing my CPA exam and working full-time at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Chicago, IL as an Assurance Associate.”

HAILEY WEIDNER (LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology and Anthropology):  “I’m 
currently working in the R&D department at Universal Beauty Products.”

MATTHEW WELCH (LAS Statistics and Actuarial Science):  “I accepted my admission 
for graduate school at Duke, so I will be pursuing a master’s degree in Statistical 
Science starting in the fall.”

ERIC J. WOOD (ENG Mechanical Engineering):  “After graduation, I will be 
continuing with Mechanical Engineering graduate school here at U of I! I will 
be doing research in high-speed combustion and laser imaging technologies.”

RYAN C. WOODS (LAS Philosophy and Psychology):  
“I will be staying in Champaign for the 
summer while I prepare for application to 
graduate school in political and moral 
philosophy.”

CHRIS YIM (ENG Electrical Engineering):  “After 
graduating, I will be working at Viasat as an RF 
Engineering Intern over the summer. After my 
internship, I will be pursuing my M.S. at UIUC 
with a focus on RFICs (Radio-Frequency 
Integrated Circuits).”

ERIC ZHANG (BUS Finance and Accountancy):  “With graduating a semester early, 
I plan to spend 6 months traveling the world (Peru, South America, Tanzania 
- climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro, Australia, New Zealand, South East Asia, and 
all of Europe). Afterwards, I will be starting full time at Citigroup in their 
technology investment banking group in San Francisco, CA.”

ROCK ZHANG (ENG Bioengineering):  “I will be 
working as a Technical Problem Solver at Epic 
System in Madison, Wisconsin.”

XINTONG (CHARLES) ZHAO (FAA Architectural 
Studies) “I was admitted to the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Design. So I’ll be 
pursuing a Master degree in Architecture in 
Philly which I’m really excited about.”

RIKKA SKILLRUD (AHS 
Interdisciplinary Health Sciences):  “I 
am officially attending Washington 
University this Fall to pursue a 
Doctorate in Occupational Therapy 
(after backpacking in Europe for a 
couple months).”

MAGGIE SMITH (ENG Computer 
Science):  “I plan to study abroad in 

Hong Kong this summer and graduate in August 2017. After that, I am moving 
to Seattle to work as a Software Development Engineer at Amazon.”

KYLE SOTTORIVA (LAS Physics):  “After graduation, I’ll be moving home and 
searching for job opportunities that allow me to use the creative, analytical 
thinking skills I’ve learned through studying physics.”

KYLE SUMMERVILLE (BUS Finance):  “I will either be going to Washington 
University in St. Louis or Harvard Law School in the fall.”

PAVEL M. TAMAS (BUS Accountancy):  “Starting 
in late May, I’ll take my first tour of Europe 
in June, visiting London, Paris, the French 
Riviera, Rome and the Vatican, the Greek 
Island of Poros, Athens, the Croatian cities 
of Dubrovnik and Split, and finally Belgrade. 
After the Fourth of July, I’ll fly out to New York 
to begin corporate training for my upcoming 
job as a healthcare investment banking analyst 
at Houlihan Lokey in their Chicago office.”

CHARLES TIERNEY (ENG Mechanical 
Engineering):  “In the fall I will be attending 
Pennsylvania State University to pursue a PhD in Aerospace Engineering. I do 
not currently have any plans for the summer, as I intend to decompress from 
undergraduate studies and prepare for graduate school.”

ASHTON TOWNSLEY (ACES Animal Sciences):  “I am traveling to Greece and 
Germany for a few weeks and then coming back home to work for the summer. I will 
then be attending University of Wisconsin-Madison for Veterinary School in the fall!”

KELLY TWOHIG (LAS Chemistry):  “I have been working as a medical scribe in the 
Family Medicine department at Christie Clinic, a position that I will continue 
after my graduation at the end of the year. I will be attending the Pritzker 
School of Medicine at the University of Chicago in August!”

ALYSSA E. VOLLAND (ACES Animal Sciences):  
“This summer, I will begin graduate school at 
Illinois in the Department of Animal Sciences. 
My focus will be on animal gut microbiology. 
I plan to study the effects of gut health on 
livestock growth rates. After that, I would like 
to work as part of a research team for an animal 
health company.”

SAMUEL WALDER (ENG Computer Engineering):  
“After graduation, I plan on expanding my 
company, Trala Inc., which is creating the 

Rock Zhang

Alyssa Volland

Ryan Woods

Pavel Tamas

Thanks to all the contributing members of the Honors Student Council (HSC), 
and the efforts of the outgoing HSC Executive Board (JOEY BRYANT, VIRAAT 

GOEL, PAIGE KORDAS, and EVAN RAMOS), many events were planned, in-
cluding Power Lunches (with Leslie Looney, Julian Palmore, Billie Theide, 
and Craig Williams), Halloween Party, Coffee Crawl, board game days, 
and many events related to Orientation (co-led by JOEY BRYANT, ALEX 

NODDINGS and EVAN RAMOS).  The HSC also continued to help with the 
7th Annual Freshman Cookout (with invaluable support from Bill Simmons 
from ACES).  And, the HSC continued the tradition of “Penny Wars” Race 
to the Bullseye (faculty/staff won, with freshman a close second!) to 
raise money for “Live Like Luke” in memory of Luke Miller (please see 
page 34 for In Memoriam).  

Tours and visits included Curtis Orchard, Corn Maize at Hardy’s Reindeer 
Ranch, the Arboretum, and Japan House. Food adventures included 
forays to El Oasis, Jarling’s Custard Cup, Kofusion, and Rosati’s.  HSC 
members hosted various 30th Anniversary Celebration events (see page 
5 for more info), and Regression Day was again a hit before Fall 2016 
finals.  In March 2017, HSC continued with the CHP Spring Semiformal 
at the University YMCA, with a theme of science fiction.  HSC contin-
ued to manage the “Equinox Literary and Arts Magazine” (more info on 
“Equinox” is detailed on page 24).  HSC also partnered with the Honors 
Living-Learning Community to engage in movie nights, both at Nugent 
Hall and the Honors House.

FRED Talks continued, and topics included “Bork Bork You Are Doing Me An 
Enlighten,” “Between the Lines – A Brief History of Extramusical Topics in 
Classical Music,” “Around the World in Ten Elections,” “On a High Note: Rea-
sons Why You Should Be Singing, Right Now,” and “The History of DJ’ing.”

Many thanks to the graduating members of the HSC (CHARLOTTE HUNT, 

ALEX NODDINGS, EVAN RAMOS, and ROCK ZHANG, and a big welcome to all 
new members and the incoming Executive members (JOEY BRYANT, VI-

RAAT GOEL, CONNOR REARDON, and JUSTIN TIAO).  The HSC looks forward 
to meeting again on Mondays at 5:00 p.m. in the Honors House lounge, 
and all are welcome to attend!

HONORS STUDENT COUNCIL

Students at 2017 
CHProm

HSC Power 
Lunch with 
Billie Theide

2016 Halloween

HSC Game Day

POST-GRADUATION 
PLANS OF RECENT 

GRADUATES 
(Continued)
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The Honors Living-Learning Community (LLC), 
located at Nugent Hall in Champaign, welcomed 
its first students in August 2016. The average Grade 
Point Average of a student living in the Honors LLC 
is more than a 3.6 on a 4.0 scale. In Academic Year 
2016 – 2017, the Honors LLC had 236 beds filled, 
and for the 2017 – 2018 Academic Year, 49% of the 
residents plan to return. The Honors LLC had more 
than 650 people apply to live in the Honors LLC for 
Fall 2017. The students this past year were involved 
in research, academic co-curricular activities, and 
community service through the mandatory Honors 
LLC course, with eight courses offered this year. 
The Honors LLC established an Honors Abroad 
component, exploring the connections between 
Culture, Society, and Environment in Costa Rica  
(see page 15 for this update).

HONORS  
LIVING-LEARNING  

COMMUNITY

Over Spring Break, I had the 
opportunity to venture to 
Costa Rica on a study abroad 
trip through CHP 199 (The 
Intersections of a People and 
their Environment). It was a truly 
amazing experience. I remember 
being extremely nervous about 

living with a host family because I had never done that 
before. Within moments of meeting my host family 
at the Institute in Costa Rica, I realized that living 
with a host family would be better than anything any 
resort had to offer. The host families turned out to be 
everyone’s most memorable part of the trip. 

My host mom (Mamatica) was Adelaida and she 
had a son, Luis-Roberto. Although I highly suspect 
that Mamatica spoke English, she did not speak a 
word of English to me throughout the trip and I 
will be forever grateful to her for that because my 
Spanish improved ten-fold in the 10 days I was there. 
Any English translation was done through her son, 
who worked as a translator for one of the hotels in 
San Jose. My Mamatica also had a dog who I called 
“perrito” and I would play with him every day when 
I got home. One thing I noticed in Costa Rica is 
that every family has at least 1 animal. For example, 
one of my friend’s families had a 3 dogs, a cat, and a 
chicken and my other friend’s family had a pig!

All the different animals I got the chance to interact 
with was my favorite part about Costa Rica. I 
got to play with numerous dogs and got to hold 
all different types of animals. One day, when we 
stayed overnight at Volcare, a sustainable farm/
nature resort, I got to hold a chicken, chick, duck, 
goat, and got to see pigs, ducks, cats, roosters, and 
2 emus. Costa Rica has a plethora of animals; my 
favorite were the sloths and monkeys, which we 
saw at Manuel Antonio National Park.

Students at the Honors 
Living-Learning 

Community

The Honors LLC has established solid partnerships 
on campus to create a well-rounded experience 
for residents, including collaborations with the 
Campus Honors Program, the Office of Inclusion 
and Intercultural Relations, the Illinois Program for 
Research in the Humanities, and the Study Abroad 
Office. Most importantly UI Honors Deans have 
been engaged with Honors LLC residents through 
a series of  “A Night with the Deans” programs. 

Designed exclusively for James Scholars and 
Chancellor’s Scholars, the Honors Living-Learning 
Community offers special interdisciplinary courses, 
allowing Honors LLC residents greater interaction 
with Honors faculty. Curricular and co-curricular 
aspects of the LLC are designed around the LLC’s 
three pillars:  Inquiry, Civic Engagement, and 
Leadership. For more information about this 
community, please visit:  housing.illinois.edu/honors.

THE PURA VIDA 
EXPERIENCE

By Justin Tiao

Manuel Antonio National Park is the one place one 
must go if visiting Costa Rica. It is the quintessential 
Costa Rica experience. You will be surrounded by 
nature as you walk along one of the trails and then 
you will be amazed by the beaches at the end of these 
trails. They look straight from a screen-saver. Beware 
of the monkeys though! They will try to steal your 
food, but the upside to this is that they will come 
right up to you if you hold out a piece of food.

This trip was not all just fun and games though; the 
class component of this trip taught me more than I 
could ever learn in a traditional classroom. I learned 
about Costa Rican culture through direct interaction 
with the local people, such as the head fisherman at 
the Fishing Co-Op we visited in Tarcoles. I learned 
the concept of Ecotourism, which, at a very high 
level, is just leaving less impact on the environment 
when you go on vacation. This is something I had 
never thought of because all my previous trips have 
been to resorts, which have a very high impact on 
the environment. Along with learning the concept 
of Ecotourism I learned the various ways I could 
cut down on my own environmental impact, such 
as staying quiet when hiking through a forest and 
supporting businesses who use low-impact practices 
such as sustainable farming.

Overall, I had the time of my life on this trip and 
hope to someday study abroad through the Campus 
Honors Program and Brian again. It was both 
extremely fun and stimulating at the same time, 
with Brian forcing everyone to think and reflect 
about what we learned each day. It was truly a Pura 
Vida experience and I highly recommend anyone to 
participate in the trip to Rome that Brian is leading 
next year. Also, if you would like to check out the 
blog and video that I made for my trip, you’ll be able 
to find that at justintiao.weebly.com!

Students doing service 
project in Costa Rica 
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HELAINE SILVERMAN (Anthropology; Director of CHAMP/Collaborative for 
Cultural Heritage Management and Policy) won the campus’ prestigious Sheth 
Distinguished Faculty Award for Outstanding International Achievement. She 
also published the volume Heritage in Action (Springer, 2017), co-edited with 
Emma Waterton and Steve Watson. In that volume her own chapter appears, 
“Heritage on the Go: Abbreviated Heritage on a Mobile World”.

CHP Faculty have been busy this academic year. Here are a few of their major 
accomplishments:

GLEN DAVIES (Art and Design) had his work in the show “Revelations Banner 
Paintings” September 19 – November 20, 2016 at the Frick Center at Elmhurst 
College in Elmhurst, Illinois.

KEVIN ERICKSON (Architecture) had his project “Rope Pavilion” featured in the 
book The New Pavilions by Philip Jodidio, published by Thames & Hudson, 
and his work will also appear in the forthcoming book Mobitecture by Rebecca 

Roke, published by Phaidon. Additionally, “5x5: Participatory Provocations,” a 
traveling exhibit featuring the work of 25 young American architects addressing 5 
contemporary issues, will be on view at The Center for Architecture in New York 
City from July 11 - September 9, 2017; Erickson co-curated and contributed to the 

show, which has been on display at four venues throughout the US over the past 16 
months (information about the exhibit can be found at www.5x5exhibit.com).

PETER FRITZSCHE (History) was singled out by The New York Times on 11/23/16 
for “100 Notable Books of 2016” alongside selections by Annie Proulx, Jeffrey 
Toobin, Adrienne Rich, and Michael Chabon:  AN IRON WIND: Europe Under 
Hitler, by Peter Fritzsche, as a deep reflection about World War II’s moral chal-
lenges for civilians.

GRACE GIORGIO (Communication) had a SIIP Strategic Innovations Instructional 
Program grant renewed for second year to support public speaking clinics for 
Engineering students and to develop public speaking materials, supporting her 
to make short animated videos on public speaking skills. Giorgio also hosted the 
first debate competition of the Lincoln Hall Debate Series, with support from an 
anonymous Communication alumnus, with student debaters competing for cash 
prizes before a large audience of their peers. She had the following published:  
“A Whitelash Love Story” as the introduction to a special edition of Qualitative 
Inquiry on the election outcome and “Family Feuds are Forever” and “Let the 
Guilty Speak” in Qualitative Inquiry.

KEVIN HINDERS (Architecture) was invited to present at the Rowe/Rome 2017 
City of Good Intentions Conference (June 21-23, 2017). He was also on the 
Scientific Committee for the conference and led a conference session. 

ROBERT MCKIM (Religion) is publishing three books, each of which is closely 
related to the subject of the CHP course he taught in the Fall of 2016. He notes of 
his course in Fall 2016:  “I always assign a lot of reading and a lot of short writing 
assignments based on the readings and these are due when the readings are to be 
discussed; so a good deal of pre-class reading, reflecting, and writing is required. 
I like this approach because it ensures that everyone is prepared for class, at least 
when it works well. I have never before had the experience of all students always 
doing all of the readings and all of the assignments in addition to usually being 
ready to say something insightful about the topics to be discussed. A terrific 
group of students. Perhaps they have, say, friends or siblings or significant others 
who are just like them and who would take my course next time around!”

BRUCE MICHELSON (English, Emeritus, and Emeritus CHP Director) was 
appointed in March to a two-year term as a Fulbright Ambassador, one of about 20 
veteran scholars and Fulbright awardees representing the program nationwide and 
in the US territories. He’ll be on the road next fall and spring, giving talks on the 
competition – and also of course on Mark Twain! – on campuses near and far.

THOMAS MITCHELL (Theatre) adapted and directed a performance called “St. 
Louis Stories” made up of five unpublished stories by Tennessee Williams in 
Spring 2017. The production was performed in Urbana at the Station Theatre, 
then invited to perform at the Le Petit Theatre in New Orleans and at the St. 
Louis Tennessee Williams Festival. 

ROBERT RUSHING (French and Italian) let us know his book, titled Descended 
from Hercules: Biopolitics and the Muscled Male Body, came out from Indiana 
University Press, and he won the American Association for Italian Studies award 
for best Film/Media Studies book. This past semester, a volume of essays on the 
television series Orphan Black that he is co-editing with Prof. Andrea Goulet 
(Penn) received a publication contract from Intellect Books, and should appear 
under the title Orphan Black: Performance, Gender, Biopolitics. Rushing was 
named Acting Head of French and Italian for the upcoming academic year.

FACULTY NEWS

BILLIE THEIDE (Art and Design) had her work purchased for inclusion in two 
important collections, The Kamm Foundation in Los Angeles, CA and the David 
Charak Collection in St. Louis, MO. She serves as one of three US advisors/
mentors for Talente, the prestigious international crafts and design competition 
for young makers, travelling to Munich, Germany, March 5-12, 2017 to attend 
Talente 2017, Internationale Handwerksmess, and Jewellery Week 2017. Theide’s 
work is included in the invitational exhibition, “I.M.A.G.I.N.E. Peace Now: The 
Innovative Merger of Art and Guns to Inspire Peace” at the Society of Arts and 
Crafts in Boston, MA, which opened February 27, 2017 and continued through 
June 10, 2017; the exhibition is accompanied by a full-color hardbound book of 
the same title. 

CRAIG WILLIAMS (Classics) has been appointed as an Associate of the Center for 
Advanced Study for 2017-2018, enabling him to pursue research on his project 
on Native American writers’ use of knowledge of Ancient Greece and Rome. His 
article, “The Rhetoricity of Gender and the Ideal of mediocritas in Vitruvius’ De 
architectura” was published in Arethusa 49, and his chapter “Friends, Romans, 
Errors: Moments in the Reception of amicitia” is in production for Roman Error: 
Classical Reception and the Problem of Rome’s Flaws (Forthcoming, Oxford 
University Press). He notes that “teaching my course CLCV/CWL 220 (“The 
Animal Self”) for CHP in Spring 2017, I can only repeat that being able to discuss 
a range of literary texts with intelligent students from a variety of majors was 
nothing but a pleasure. And in an example of excellent timing or serendipity, this 
past semester I was able to take my students to two cultural events in town directly 
relevant to the course: Deke Weaver’s production of *Bear* at the Station Theater, 
and a Culture Talk with Deke Weaver and Barry Lopez at the Krannert Center.”

Equinox is the CHP literary and arts magazine started in Spring 2013, which 
includes poetry, visual art, nonfiction prose, and fiction prose by many 
talented Chancellor’s Scholars. Charlotte Hunt and Sam Walder served 
as the 2017 Executive Board, and they were joined by Sofia Garfias-Yi as 
Submission Reviewer. Three Chancellor’s Scholars were Copyeditors, three 
oversaw Layout, and Lauren Solberg designed the cover. 

CHP Student Computer Administrators (Zach Brewer, Christina Ernst, 
Zachary Mabry, and Abhishek Nigam) helped create the journal as an 
on-line publication. For more info, see:   
http://honors.illinois.edu/docs/Equinox_v7.pdf.

EQ
U

IN
O

X
Chancellor’s Scholars in Grace Giorgio’s COMM 199 class

Chancellor’s Scholars in Kevin Erickson’s ARCH 199 class
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THANKS TO THESE GENEROUS DONORS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT TO THE CHP
July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

 
With these gifts we can continue to offer quality programming to Chancellor’s Scholars.  
 (All donors marked with an asterisk have given previously.)

*Matthew G. Byron (2000 alumnus)
*Dr. Christian Carrico (1992 alumnus) and Elizabeth Gipson
  Joshua M. Cemenska (2003 alumnus)
*Stephen Chenney and Dr. Christine E. Heitsch (1994 alumna, matched by Google)
*Travis E. Cleveland and Dr. Rhiannon N. Ardisana-Cleveland (2009 alumna) 
*Ryan M. Collins (2006 alumnus)
*Daniel and Kelly A. (Paulini, 2004 alumna) Conroe
  Daina (Kazlauskas) Danovitch (1998 alumna)
*Allison C. Dehnel (2010 alumna)
  Rachel Delston
*David A. Fike (2001 alumnus)
*Seth T. Gammon (2000 alumnus)
  Johanna M. Gemperline (2011 alumna)
*Nathan R. Gerby (2011 alumnus)
*Professor Kim C. Graber (CHP Director and CHP faculty)
*Professor Kimiko Y. (Emeritus CHP faculty member) and Ken Gunji
*Jeffrey M. Harshberger and Dr. Grace A. Giorgio (CHP faculty member)
*Kirk and Emily M. (Bloemer, 1995 alumna) Hartke
*Professor Hans Heinrich Hock (CHP faculty member) and Dr. Zarina M. Hock
*James J. Jay (2002 alumnus)
*Hsiang Lan Ke and Jeng Shyong Ke – Calvin Ke Memorial Fund
*Smita Kini (2001 alumna)
*Keith S. Labedz (2001 alumnus)
  Jeffrey S. Lale (2013 alumnus, matched by Benevity Community Impact Fund  
  and Apple, Inc.)
*Gloria and Dennis K. Lee (1990 alumnus)
  Erin S. Leighty (2005 alumna, matched by Allianz SE/Pimco Foundation)
  Margaret Y. Lin (1990 alumna)
*David J. Luedtke (2010 alumnus)
*Matthew K. Macomber (2014 alumnus)
*Luiz F. Mendes (2008 alumnus)
*Seth W. Orr (2012 alumnus, matched by Microsoft) and Harrison A. Hakes
  Dr. Ebrahim S. Patel (1996 alumnus)

*Robert A. Petersen (1998 alumnus)
*Carl M. (2007 alumnus) and Erin Press
*Maureen V. Reagan (1991 alumna) and Bruce A. Zimmerman
*Dr. Rachel E. Reem (2003 alumna)
*Michael W. Roberson (1993 alumnus)
  Alison and Dr. Kevin Rockmann (1999 alumnus)
*Karen S. Roll-Gardener (1990 alumna) and Brian McSpadden Gardner (1992     
  alumnus)
  Kenneth M. Shaevel (2015 alumnus, matched by GE Foundation)
*Julie K. and Stephen P. Shaffer
*Jeffrey S. (1990 alumnus) and Hope W. Shamberg
*Sergei S. (2008 alumnus) and Hayley Shevlyagin
  Amy D. (Courtin, 1993 alumna) and David L. Sohl
  Philippa N. Soskin (2003 alumna)
*Julie M. and Andrew R. Tucker
*Professor Thomas S. (CHP faculty member) and Julia B. Ulen
*James C. Vary, Jr. (1993 alumnus)
*Dr. Thomas D. and Kay B. Wilson (matched by State Farm Companies Foundation)
*Ashley A. and Steve B. Wooden (2001 alumnus)
*John C. Zeman (2008 alumnus) and Kathleen M. Lenzini (2008 alumna)
*Dr. Michael Zielinski (1994 alumnus)

$1-99 ~ Scholars Level
  Braden L. Anderson (2013 alumnus)
*Sarah E. (Losh) Bakker (2009 alumna)
*Craig R. (1990 alumnus) and Caryn B. Caffarelli
*Katherine L. Castree (2010 alumna)
*Scott M. Catlett (1998 alumnus, matched by Takeda Pharmaceuticals International, Inc.)
  Jessica Chen (2014 alumna)
  Michele D. (Sharon) Cohen (1991 alumna)
*Adam M. Crandall (2007 alumnus, matched by United Technologies Corporation)

  Kimberly A. Daul (2012 alumna)
*Dr. Carl L. Dohrman (2002 alumnus)
  Michael S. Eichner (2013 alumnus)
*Neal K. Groothuis (2002 alumnus)
*Roxana Hadad (1999 alumna)
*Christopher D. and Whitney J. (Werich, 2001 alumna) Heard
  Selina N. (Lai) Herman (2003 alumna)
*Terrie and Harold Kallal 
*Cheryl and Dr. Darrel (Emeritus CHP faculty member) Kesler
*Sophia J. Lee (2008 alumna)
  Julie E. (Guzman, 2013 alumna) and David Libonate
  Douglas A. Litteken
*Karen D. (LeMieux) Maikranz (1991 alumna)
  Anna K. Mast (2016 alumna)
*Marie A. Mayer (2007 alumna)
*Ryan M. and Jennifer (Cutts, 2004 alumna) Mokos 
*Roxanne A. Moore (2007 alumna)
*Jean E. Patterson (1992 alumna)
*Joanne L. Pearlman (1997 alumna)
*Alexander and Deborah (1995 alumna) Plager
*Morgan S. Polikoff (2006 alumnus)
*Artillery G. Riewaldt and Katrina A. Bromann (2006 alumna)
*Jessica N. Sweet (2009 alumna)
  Dr. Eric R. Weeks (1992 alumnus) 
*Whitney B. Wyckoff (2009 alumna)

If there are any errors, please inform Elizabeth Rockman (rockman@illinois.edu) immediately 
so a correction can be made. In order to adequately acknowledge the generosity of our 
donors, we plan to begin including a list of donors’ names on our website. If you would prefer 
not to have your name included on the list, please inform Elizabeth Rockman.

$2,500 and up ~ Director’s Level
*Jeof McAllister (1994 alumnus)

$1000-2,499 ~ Highest Honors Level
*Jeanne M. Gatto (2006 alumna)
*Jean Q. He (2005 alumna) and Dr. Michael A. Munie (2004 alumnus)
*Root and Nathan and Elysia Y. (Jiang, 1999 alumna) Root

$500-999 ~ High Honors Level
*Professor Richard W. (Emeritus CHP Director and CHP faculty member) and
  Jayne A. Burkhardt, Jr. – Calvin Ke Memorial Fund and Keith Kelroy Convocation Fund
*Bevan Dobberpuhl and Anne Marie Conry (2002 alumna)
  Christopher R. Eichenseer (1996 alumnus)
*Thomas A. Insel (1995 alumnus)
*Hsiang Lan Ke and Jeng Shyong Ke – Calvin Ke Memorial Fund
*Kristine (Klinger, 2010 alumna) and David Kijowski (2010 alumnus)
*Dr. J. Michael and Barbara Jane Moore
  David O’Connor (2001 alumnus) and Caroline West
*Amanda K. (Leonard, 2000 alumna) Benjamin H. Shanbaum (2001 alumnus)
*B. Joseph (CHP faculty member) and Mary P. White

$100-499 ~ Honors Level
*Timothy J. Allison (2001 alumnus)
*Eric A. and Denese L. Anderson (matched by Motorola Solutions, Inc.)
*Juan and Rebecca C. (Walther, 1998 alumna) Andino
*Paul E. Arroyo and Professor Antoinette M. Burton
*David E. Beckman (1992 alumnus)
*Dr. Eugene E. and Antonia A. Beiriger
*Roderick C. and Julie (Nochumson, 1991 alumna) Berthold
*Dr. Jonathan T. and Sarah L. (McKibben, 2001 alumna) Black

CHP alums Amanda and Ben Shanbaum 
family at 30th Anniversary Celebration

Chancellor Robert Jones with 
Chancellor’s Scholars

2016 New Student Cookout CHP graduate Charlotte Hunt shows her artwork

WHAT YOU SUPPORTED

Donors enable the Campus Honors Program to provide many special events and 
opportunities for students that might not otherwise be possible. We use funds to 
support such things as student research and travel abroad, power lunches, the 
continuation of our student art project, new equipment, and other activities that 
positively facilitate the student experience in honors.

We thank all our donors for this significant help to the Campus Honors Program!

ALUMNI RESPONSES TO “WHY I GIVE”

Antoinette Burton:  “Congratulations on 
30 years! CHP is a campus gem.”

Christopher R. Eichenseer (8/96, FAA 
Photography):  “The Campus Honors Pro-
gram was a big part of my college life and 
I’m happy to give back. Thanks!

Andrew R. and Julie M. Tucker:  “We 
are grateful for the fine educations our 
son (James Tucker, 12/12 alumnus, LAS 
Chemistry) and daughter (Sarah Tucker, 
12/15 alumna, LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology) received from Illinois. We are also 
grateful for the merit aid they received as 
out-of-state students.”

Daina Danovitch (5/98 alumna, LAS Biol-
ogy):  “I have been reflecting on how much 
the CHP helped me to get where I am in life 
today, in a career that I am so grateful for. 
Thanks!! I hope this can help you help the 
next generation of scholars.”

Douglas A. Litteken:  “My wife and I are 
alumni (who met and got married at UIUC), 
and we want to pay it forward to future 
generations of Illini.”

Roxana Hadad (12/98 alumna, LAS English 
and Spanish):  “CHP was an important part of 
my time at UIUC.”

James Jay (5/02 alumnus, LAS Political 
Science and English):  “The CHP was a 
highlight of my time at Illinois.”

Whitney Wyckoff (5/09 alumna, MED 
News-Editorial):  “CHP provided me opportu-
nities and funding while I was a student.”

Mrs. Kay B. and Dr. Thomas D. Wilson:  
“Our son John (K. Wilson, 5/91 alumnus, 
LAS Philosophy, Political Science, and 
History) had a wonderful education and 
experience in the honors program.”

We are pleased to announce that the first 
E. Graham Evans, Jr. Scholarship is being 
awarded to an incoming Chancellor’s Scholar 
from the Department of Mathematics. 

We extend our tremendous appreciation to 
Matthew J. Rodriguez (5/99 alumnus, 
LAS Physics and Mathematics) who has 
generously endowed this scholarship in 
honor of his former teacher and mentor.

APPRECIATION OF NEW ENDOWMENT/SCHOLARSHIP   

If you are interested in sup-
porting the Campus Honors 
Program in our mission to sup-
port undergraduate students, 
please see https://www.hon-
ors.illinois.edu/Help%20Sup-
port%20the%20Campus%20
Honors%20Program.shtml for 
giving opportunities. We ap-
preciate any help that furthers 
innovation and learning.

HOW TO HELP  
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CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM  
AWARD WINNERS 2016-17 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND HONORS

Fulbright Grant (national, all expense for one 
year of graduate study or research abroad)

NATHAN STABLES, 5/16 alumnus, LAS Integrative 
Biology

Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship (national 
award for juniors and seniors with outstanding 
research potential in mathematics, science, and 
engineering)

DENNIS T. RICH, ENG Electrical Engineering
National Institutes of Health Fellowship (summer)

WESLEY TUNG, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology

U.S. Department of Energy Science 
Undergraduate Laboratory Internship  
(DOE-SULI)

ALEEZA LEDER MACEK, LAS Biology

FINALISTS IN NATIONAL 
COMPETITIONS
Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship (honorable 
mention)

RACHEL EMMA CLARKE SMITH, LAS Physics

National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate 
Research Fellowship (honorable mention)

ROBERT GREGORY 
ANDREWS, LAS 
Mathematics and ENG 
Computer Science
KENNETH HOFFMANN, 
ENG Mechanical 
Engineering
ALEX NATHAN KAHN, 
5/16 alumnus, ENG 
Mechanical Engineering
RICHARD SCOTT 
VACHULA, 5/15 alumnus, 
LAS Geology and French
SHERYL WANG, 5/15 alumna, ENG Bioengineering

REGIONAL, STATE, AND ALL-
CAMPUS AWARDS
Bronze Tablet (University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, awarded to the top 3% of each 
college’s graduating class)

KEVIN M. BRENNER, ENG Mechanical Engineering
RACHEL STEPHENIE BRIONES, LAS Psychology

BRIAN C. 
CAMPBELL-DEEM, ENG 
Engineering Physics
ANUJ K. CHOKSHI, LAS 
Individual Plans of Study
GRETA KAY DODEN, 
ACES Animal Sciences
KEVIN ALAN DOHERTY, 
BUS Finance
OLIVIA NOEL ELKINS, 
EDUC Special Education
CHAD D. FRANZEN, ENG Computer Science
BRETT ALEXANDER GLASNER, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering
JUHI C. GUPTA, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
KENNETH A. HOFFMANN, ENG Mechanical Engineering
ANNA LOUISE CHARLOTTE HUNT, LAS Classics
SONAM KOTADIA, LAS Global Studies and Germanic 
Languages and Literatures
CHLOE MARIE MARSHINSKI, LAS Actuarial Science 
and Statistics
VERONICA R. PETERSON, ENG Computer Science
JOHN H. RYAN, ENG Electrical Engineering
YULIYA SEMIBRATOVA, LAS Mathematics and Statistics
KATELYN SHANAHAN, BUS Supply Chain 
Management and Marketing
MATTHEW ALAN SIEGEL, LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology
ROSS WILLIAM SKELLY, 
LAS Molecular and 
Cellular Biology and 
Chemistry
RIKKA SKILLRUD, AHS 
Interdisciplinary Health 
Sciences
ASHTON E. TOWNSLEY, 
ACES Animal Sciences
KELLY TWOHIG, LAS 
Chemistry
ERIC JAMES WOOD, ENG Mechanical Engineering

Cozad New Venture Competition (Technology 
Entrepreneur Center)

SAM WALDER, ENG Computer Engineering

Edith and Harry Darby Leadership Scholarship 
(Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, for 
junior students based on outstanding academic 
merit and high achievement and excellence in 
campus leadership)

SAMUEL LEROY, BUS Marketing and Management

Hoeft Technology and Management Program 
(graduating seniors, minor for engineering and 
business students)

ARJUN BALWALLY, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering and LAS Philosophy
KEVIN BRENNER, ENG Mechanical Engineering
KEVIN DOHERTY, BUS Finance and Accountancy
OLUWAMI DOSUNMU-OGUNBI, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering
NEIL P. HUGHES, BUS Finance and Marketing and 
Management
NICK KORTENDICK, ENG Computer Science

Homecoming Court (all-campus, comprised of 
10 top male and female senior leaders)

ANUJ K. CHOKSHI, LAS Individual Plans of Study
MADISON ROSS-RYAN, FAA Graphic Design
RIKKA SKILLRUD, AHS Interdisciplinary Health Sciences

Illinois for Illinois (I4I) Study Abroad 
Undergraduate Student Scholarships 
(International Programs and Studies)

JOHN BORN, ENG Electrical Engineering
REBECCA HAIGHT, LAS Chemistry
HAOXUAN LI, BUS Accountancy
GRACE LIU, EDUC Elementary Education
NICHOLAS MARK, ENG Mechanical Engineering
LAURA OLANDER, ACES Animal Sciences
KEVIN PERALTA, ENG Mechanical Engineering
VICTORIA WALLACE, LAS Integrative Biology and 
Global Studies
LORALEE WILSON, ACES Animal Sciences
ERICA YU, FAA Architectural Studies

Innovation Certificate Program (ILEE, 
Technology Entrepreneur Center)

DAVID PROROK, ENG Computer Science

Leadership Certificate (earned through the 
Illinois Leadership® Center)

ANUJ K. CHOKSHI, LAS Individual Plans of Study

James Newton Matthews Scholarship (a four-year 
renewable campus-level award, graduating seniors)

LAUREN BROOKS, LAS Global Studies
OLIVIA NOEL ELKINS, EDUC Special Education
JENNIFER RICHMAN, LAS Integrative Biology
RIKKA SKILLRUD, AHS Interdisciplinary Health Sciences

Miss Springfield 2017

SUMMER ROBBINS, BUS 
Marketing

Susan Teegarden 
Morrison Leadership 
Award (Student Affairs, 
for sophomore or junior 
students who hold 
significant leadership 
positions on campus)

KEVIN CHENG, LAS 
Chemistry

President’s Award Program (University of Illinois, 
graduating seniors)

QUINN CALVERT, ENG Aerospace Engineering
EVAN A. RAMOS, ENG Computer Engineering
KYLE SUMMERVILLE, BUS Finance

Provost Scholarship (Office of the Provost, 
graduating seniors) 

COURTNEY A. 
ACKERMAN, ENG Civil 
Engineering
KEVIN BRENNER, 
ENG Mechanical 
Engineering

Senior 100 Honorary 
(all-campus, top seniors 
based on academic 
standing and 
involvement, initiative, 
and leadership in 
campus and community activities)

KENNETH HOFFMANN, ENG Mechanical Engineering
ATHENA LIN, ENG Materials Science and Engineering
MADELINE SIAMBEKOS, BUS Finance and Marketing

Stamps Scholarship (graduating seniors, Stamps 
Family Charitable Foundation, Inc.)

KEVIN BRENNER, ENG Mechanical Engineering
ANUJ K. CHOKSHI, LAS Individual Plans of Study

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
King Broadrick-Allen Award for Excellence in 
Honors Teaching (Campus Honors Program)

JENNIFER GUNJI-BALLSRUD, Japan House and Art 
and Design
Calvin Ke Memorial Student Leadership Award 
(Campus Honors Program, graduating seniors)

RACHEL BRIONES, LAS Psychology
EVAN RAMOS, ENG Computer Engineering

CHP Honors Student Council Executive Officers 
for 2016 – 2017 (elected by their peers)

JOSEPH BRYANT, LAS Physics
VIRAAT GOEL, ENG Bioengineering
PAIGE KORDAS, ENG Computer Science
EVAN RAMOS, ENG Computer Engineering

CHP Outstanding Senior Award (23 seniors, for 
academic excellence and CHP participation)

BRIAN CAMPBELL-DEEM, ENG Engineering Physics
KEVIN DOHERTY, BUS Finance and Accountancy
OLIVIA NOEL ELKINS, EDUC Special Education
CHAD FRANZEN, ENG Computer Science
JUHI CATHERINE GUPTA, LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology
KENNETH HOFFMANN, ENG Mechanical Engineering
SONAM KOTADIA, LAS Global Studies
CHLOE MARSHINSKI, LAS Actuarial Science and Statistics
MICHAEL OVASSAPIAN, ENG Electrical Engineering
AKASH S. PATEL, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
VERONICA PETERSON, ENG Computer Science
THOMAS ROADCAP, ENG Civil Engineering
JOHN H. RYAN, ENG Electrical Engineering
YULIYA SEMIBRATOVA, LAS Mathematics and Statistics
KATELYN SHANAHAN, BUS Supply Chain 
Management and Marketing
MATTHEW A. SIEGEL, LAS Molecular and Cellular 
Biology

ROSS W. SKELLY, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology 
and Chemistry
RIKKA SKILLRUD, AHS Interdisciplinary Health Sciences
ASHTON TOWNSLEY, ACES Animal Sciences
KELLY TWOHIG, LAS Chemistry
MATTHEW WELCH, BUS Actuarial Science and Statistics
ERIC WOOD, ENG Mechanical Engineering
RYAN WOODS, LAS Philosophy and Psychology

CHP Out-of-State Scholarship (for nonresidents 
entering the program as freshmen, graduating 
seniors)

ARJUN BALWALLY, ENG 
Materials Science and 
Engineering and LAS 
Philosophy
ZACHARY BREWER, ENG 
Computer Science
JOYDEEP GANGULY, ENG 
Computer Engineering
ALEXANDER NODDINGS, 
LAS Physics
SELENA WALLACE, BUS 
Accountancy

CHP Special Merit Scholarship (graduating 
seniors, awarded to an average of two entering 
Chancellor’s Scholars annually)

MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES Animal Sciences

2017 CHP Summer Research Awards

ITAMAR ALLALI, LAS Physics and Astronomy, 
Magnon Inflation with Professor Peter Adshead
PHILIP KOCHERIL, LAS Chemistry, Methane 
Transitions with Professor Ben McCall
FANTING KUNG, AHS Speech and Hearing 
Science, Functional Communication with 
Professor Raksha Mudar

2017 CHP Summer Travel Awards

JULIA BECCUE, LAS Chemistry, Costa Rica (LAS)
LILY BENIG, ENG Bioengineering, Malawi (IVCF)
MICHELLE BROWN, LAS Chemical Engineering, 
Madrid (IPENG)
MARGARET RICHARDS, ACES Animal Sciences, 
Seattle (Internship)
LAUREN SOLBERG, LAS Economics, Granada (SAO)
LORALEE WILSON, ACES Animal Sciences, 
Botswana (ACES)

CHP graduate  
Kenneth Hoffmann

CHP graduate  
Rachel Briones

CHP graduate  
Ashton Townsley

Chancellor’s Scholars named to Homecoming Court

Class standing indicated (i.e., freshman, sophomore, etc.)  
are as of the 2016-17 academic year.

CHP graduate  
Summer Robbins

CHP graduate  
Courtney Ackerman

Kimiko Gunji and Jennifer Gunji-Ballsrud

CHP graduate 
Joydeep Ganguly
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COLLEGE AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND 
RECOGNITIONS

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Agricultural Communications Outstanding 
Senior Award (Department of Agricultural 
Communications)

KRISTA TEMPLE, ACES Agricultural 
Communications

Waco W. Albert Memorial Equine Scholarship

GRETA DODEN, ACES Animal Sciences
MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES Animal Sciences

H. Paul Bateman Congeniality Award 
(Department of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering)

LUCIA DUNDERMAN, ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering 

Bauling/Pershing Memorial Award (Department 
of Agricultural Engineering)

ALEX BRAUMAN, ACES Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering

D.E. Becker Swine Industry Scholarship 
(Department of Animal Sciences)

MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES Animal Sciences

Bode, Dr. Loren, Memorial Scholarship 
(Department of Agricultural Engineering)

JORDAN BLAKE BANKS, ACES Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering

Dr. Philip and Carol Buriak Award (Department of 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering)

ALEX BROCKAMP, ACES Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering

NRES Outstanding Senior Award (Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences)

CLARE SCHEIB-FEELEY, ACES Natural Resources 
and Environmental Sciences

Outstanding Senior in Animal Sciences

MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES Animal Sciences

Jonathan Baldwin Turner (JBT) Graduate 
Fellowship (College of Agricultural, Consumer, and 
Environmental Sciences)

MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES Animal Sciences

Jonathan Baldwin Turner (JBT) Scholars 
(College of Agricultural, Consumer, and 
Environmental Sciences)

HANNAH DONOHO, ACES 
Crop Sciences
MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES 
Animal Sciences
CLARE SCHEIB-FEELEY, 
ACES Natural Resources 
and Environmental Sciences
CONNOR N. SIBLE, ACES 
Crop Sciences
ALYSSA E. VOLLAND, 
ACES Animal Sciences

Paul E. and Rose A. Woodson Scholarship 
(College of Agricultural, Consumer, and 
Environmental Sciences)

GRETA DODEN, ACES Animal Sciences

COLLEGE OF APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

Silvio and Loretta Corsetti Scholarship (Division 
of Resources and Educational Services)

KELLY MACK, LAS Math and Computer Science

Helga M. Deutsch Scholarship (Department of 
Kinesiology and Community Health)

SARAH BRENNAN, AHS Kinesiology

Barbara Williams Hodson Scholarship 
(Department of Speech and Hearing Science)

MEGAN ROOME, AHS Speech and Hearing Science

Mary Jane Neer Scholarship (Division of 
Resources and Educational Services)

AMANDA COWFER, LAS Chemistry and Molecular 
and Cellular Biology

Matthew A. Odelius Award (for a resident of 
Beckwith who demonstrates leadership while 
balancing academics)

KATHLEEN DOWNES, AHS Community Health

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Mary Sparks Alley Scholarship (Department of 
Business Administration)

ERICA HACKETT, BUS Marketing

Business Honors Program (graduating seniors, 
40 students per year in the College of Business)

KEVIN DOHERTY, BUS Finance and Accountancy
NEIL P. HUGHES, BUS Finance; and Marketing and 
Management

KATHERINE R. IUORIO, BUS Accountancy and Finance
PAIGE POWELL, BUS Information Systems and 
Information Technology
SUMMER ROBBINS, BUS Marketing
KATELYN SHANAHAN, BUS Supply Chain Management 
and Marketing
SELENA WALLACE, BUS Accountancy

Business International Programs Scholarship

ERICA HACKETT, BUS Marketing

Lawrence I. and Barbara Field Scholarship 
(College of Business)

SUMMER ROBBINS, BUS Marketing

Golder Scholar for the Investment Banking 
Academy

KEVIN DOHERTY, BUS Finance and Accountancy

Leiby S. Hall Scholarship (College of Business, to 
juniors and seniors for academic merit, leadership 
activities, and community involvement)

SPENCER COPELAND, BUS Accountancy
HAOXUAN LI, senior, BUS Accountancy

Cynthia and Dan Helle Scholarship (College of 
Business)

KATHERINE R. IUORIO, 
BUS Accountancy and 
Finance
SUMMER ROBBINS, BUS 
Marketing
KATHERINE SHANAHAN, 
BUS Supply Chain 
Management and 
Marketing
MADELINE SIAMBEKOS, 
BUS Finance and 
Marketing

Robert R. and Alyce K. Lauber Scholarship 
(College of Business)

NATHAN GAERTNER, BUS Accountancy

Robert Mautz Honorary Scholarship (College of 
Business, to one accountancy major for academic 
performance and leadership)

SELENA WALLACE, BUS Accountancy

Kenneth W. Perry Scholarship (Department of 
Accountancy)

RACHEL JACOBY, BUS Accountancy

Anthony J. Petullo Leaders in Business 
Scholarship (College of Business)

KATHERINE HACKER, freshman, BUS Curriculum 
Unassigned
HAMED KADIANI, BUS Accountancy

Neal and Laurie Price Family Scholarship 
(College of Business)

MOHAMMED KHAN, BUS Curriculum Unassigned

Randall and Elizabeth Rochman Scholarship 
(College of Business)

KATELYN SHANAHAN, BUS Supply Chain 
Management and Marketing

Anna Lou Johnston Roth Scholarship (College 
of Business)

KERRI ELSON, BUS Curriculum Unassigned
ELIZABETH HEFFERNAN, BUS Curriculum Unassigned
HAMED KADIANI, BUS Accountancy
SUMMER ROBBINS, BUS Marketing

Thomas and Carlene Shade Scholarship 
(College of Business)

MELANIE BERG, BUS Accountancy

Michael G. Small Scholarship (College of 
Business)

NEIL P. HUGHES, BUS 
Finance; and Marketing 
and Management

COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION

Donald E. and 
Margaret P. Stillwell 
Scholarship (College of 
Education)

OLIVIA NOEL ELKINS, 
senior, EDUC Special 
Education

COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING

William L. and 
Elizabeth A. Ackerman 
Scholarship (College of 
Engineering)

DARIO PANICI, ENG 
Nuclear, Plasma, and Radiologic Engineering

Alwan Scholarship (Department of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering)

CHRISTINA ERNST, ENG Computer Engineering

George and Cynthia Anner Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering)

MOLLY FANE, ENG Electrical Engineering

Ira O. Baker Prize (Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering)

THOMAS ROADCAP, ENG Civil Engineering, 1st Prize

Gerson B. Bilow Scholarship (Department of 
Materials Science and Engineering)

JOSHUA KHAZANOV, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

Donald L. Bitzer and H. Gene Slottow Creativity 
Award (Electrical and Computer Engineering)

SAMUEL WALDER, ENG Computer Engineering

Bei Tse and May Chao Scholarship (Department 
of Mechanical Science and Engineering)

KEVIN BRENNER, ENG Mechanical Engineering

Chicago Outer Belt Contractors Association 
Scholarship (Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering)

CODY SIMPSON, ENG Civil Engineering

John Deere Foundation Scholarship (College of 
Engineering)

MOLLY FANE, ENG Electrical Engineering
PAIGE KORDAS, ENG Computer Science

Dunn Systems Undergraduate Scholarship 
(Department of Computer Science, for the best 
essays on the impact of technology on business)

HYUNBIN PARK, ENG Computer Science

John and Dorothy Durkin Women in 
Engineering Scholarship

OLUWAMI DOSUNMU-
OGUNBI, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering

Eta Kappa Nu 
Outstanding Junior 
(Department of 
Electrical and 
Computer Engineering)

ALEC WASOWICZ, ENG 
Electrical Engineering

Exelon Corporation Energy for Education 
Scholarship (Department of Nuclear, Plasma, 
and Radiological Engineering)

WILLIAM R. BROCKSCHMIDT, ENG Nuclear, 
Plasma, and Radiologic Engineering

Jules D. Falzer Scholarship (Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering)

JOHN H. RYAN, ENG Electrical Engineering

William L. Fourney Scholarship (Department of 
Mechanical Science and Engineering)

THOMAS M. MCGRATH, ENG Engineering 
Mechanics

Arthur L. Friedberg Award (Department of 
Materials Science and Engineering)

ATHENA LIN, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

A.G. Friederich Memorial Award (Department of 
Mechanical Science and Engineering)

KENNETH HOFFMANN, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering

C. W. Gear Award (Department of Computer 
Science outstanding senior)

ROBERT ANDREWS, ENG 
Computer Science and 
LAS Mathematics

Donald W. Hamer 
Scholarship 
(Department of 
Materials Science and 
Engineering)

JULIA BRODECKI, ENG 
Materials Science and 
Engineering

CHP graduate 
Molly McGhee

CHP graduate 
Katherine Shanahan

CHP graduate 
Neil Hughes

CHP graduate 
Olivia Elkins

CHP graduate Samuel Walder speaking at CHP Graduation

CHP graduate 
Oluwami Dosunmu-Ogunbi

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM  
AWARD WINNERS 2016-17 (continued) 

Class standing indicated (i.e., freshman, sophomore, etc.)  
are as of the 2016-17 academic year.

CHP graduate 
Robert Andrews
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Harold and Ruth Hayward/Tau Beta Pi 
Scholarship (College of Engineering)

PIERCE HADLEY, ENG Bioengineering
MARY LAVOIE, ENG Computer Engineering

IEEE/ECE Central Illinois Section Scholarship 
(Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
and Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

CHRIS YIM, ENG Electrical Engineering

Illinois Engineering Premier Scholarship

BRANDON MURCHISON, ENG Aerospace 
Engineering

Illinois Mechanical Engineering Scholarship 
(Department of Mechanical Science and 
Engineering)

CHARLES TIERNEY, ENG Mechanical Engineering

Illinois Space Grant Consortium Scholarship 
(National Aeronautics and Space Administration)

KATHERINE M. CARROLL, ENG Aerospace 
Engineering

ISE Service Award (Department of Industrial 
and Enterprise Systems Engineering)

MICHAEL GALE, ENG Industrial Engineering

Kaiser Aluminum Scholarship (Department of 
Mechanical Science and Engineering)

OLUWAMI DOSUNMU-OGUNBI, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering

Knights of St. Patrick (College of Engineering, 
highest honor for leadership, character, and 
contribution to the college)

OLUWAMI DOSUNMU-OGUNBI, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering
ATHENA LIN, ENG Materials Science and Engineering

Duncan H. Lawrie Award (Department of 
Computer Science)

NICK KORTENDICK, 
ENG Computer Science

O. A. Leutwiler Award 
(Department of 
Mechanical Science 
and Engineering)

ERIC WOOD, 
ENG Mechanical 
Engineering 

Frank D. and Irene M. Low Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

KYLIE A. PETLAK, ENG Computer Engineering

Robert C. MacClinchie Scholarship (Department 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering, to one 
outstanding junior for scholastic excellence and 
leadership in outside activities)

NATHAN BEAUCHAMP, ENG Electrical Engineering

Mildred Mattux and Lisle Abbott Rose 
Scholarship (Department of Industrial and 
Enterprise Systems Engineering)

MADELINE SCHULZE, ENG Industrial Engineering

Robert W. McCloy Memorial Award 
(Department of Aerospace Engineering, for 
outstanding performance in design activities)

KATHERINE M. CARROLL, ENG Aerospace Engineering

Michael A. Miller Aerospace Engineering 
Innovation Award

CHANNING PHILBRICK, ENG Electrical Engineering

Robert E. Miller Scholarship (Department of 
Mechanical Science and Engineering)

THOMAS M. MCGRATH, 
ENG Engineering 
Mechanics
ALLISON RYMUT, 
ENG Mechanical 
Engineering

Frank C. Mock 
Scholarship 
(Department of 
Electrical and 
Computer Engineering)

ALEX SHEN, ENG Computer Engineering

Oakley Family Foundation Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

CHRISTINA ERNST, ENG Computer Engineering

John R. Pasta Award (Department of Computer 
Science, outstanding junior)

PAIGE KORDAS, ENG Computer Science

Larry D. and Carol Rakers Scholarship 
(Department of Materials Science and Engineering)

COLLIN ANDERSON, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

Professor N. Narayana Rao Scholarship 
(Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering)

ALEC WASOWICZ, ENG Electrical Engineering

Sam Sachs Memorial Scholarship (Department 
of Mechanical Science and Engineering)

KEVIN BRENNER, ENG Mechanical Engineering

William R. Schowalter Award (College of 
Engineering)

PIERCE HADLEY, ENG Bioengineering

James N. Snyder Award (Department of 
Computer Science)

ADA ROSA, ENG Computer Science

Robert M. Stephens Engineering Scholarship 
(College of Engineering)

BRIAN CAMPBELL-DEEM, ENG Engineering Physics

H. L. Wakeland Undergraduate Leadership 
Award (College of Engineering, for a junior or 
senior who has demonstrated outstanding 
leadership)

OLUWAMI DOSUNMU-OGUNBI, ENG Mechanical 
Engineering

Charles and Lucille Wert Scholarship 
(Department of Materials Science and Engineering)

ATHENA LIN, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering

Carroll C. Wiley Traveling Award (merit award 
to recognize an outstanding student in highway 
engineering)

THOMAS ROADCAP, 
ENG Civil Engineering

Bob Zieba Memorial 
Scholarship 
(Department of Civil 
and Environmental 
Engineering)

KYLE BATHGATE, ENG 
Civil Engineering

COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS

James R. Shipley Award (School of Art and 
Design, for the year’s outstanding student)

MADISON ROSS-RYAN, FAA Graphic Design

Talented Student Award (College of Fine and 
Applied Arts)

RAJASI RASTOGI, FAA Industrial Design
MADISON ROSS-RYAN, FAA Graphic Design

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

John Martin Ankenbauer Memorial Scholarship 
(School of Chemical Sciences)

ISAAC NATHAN STRAIN, LAS Chemical 
Engineering

Oliver J. Bell Merit Scholarship (Department of 
Molecular and Cellular Biology)

WESLEY TUNG, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology

Beryl Bristow/Commonwealth Edison Award 
(Department of Physics, for a woman in physics)

HANNAH MANETSCH, 
LAS Physics

Theodore L. and 
Audrey C. Brown 
Scholarship (College 
of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences)

CLAUDIA DUDZIK, LAS 
Chemistry

Chemical Engineering 
Alumni Award (Department of Chemical 
Engineering)

ELIJAH BENJAMIN KARVELIS, LAS Chemical 
Engineering

Laura B. Eisenstein Award (Department of 
Physics, for its outstanding female senior)

RACHEL SMITH, LAS Physics

John A. Gardner Undergraduate Summer 
Research Award (Department of Physics)

ITAMAR ALLALI, LAS Physics

James K. Grant Scholarship (School of Chemical 
Sciences)

VIVEK VERMANI, LAS Chemical Engineering

Vincent O. Greene Scholarship in Mathematics 
(Department of Mathematics)

LUCAS TROJANOWSKI, LAS Mathematics

Hach Scientific Foundation Scholarship

JULIA KOMRSKA, LAS Chemistry
KELSEY OSWALD, LAS Chemistry

Illinois Mathematics Excellence Scholarship 
(Department of Mathematics)

BRODERICK PORTELL, LAS Actuarial Science

Lubrizol Scholarship (School of Chemical 
Sciences)

ALEX ORR, LAS Chemistry
ROSS W. SKELLY, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology 
and Chemistry
KELLY TWOHIG, LAS Chemistry

Peter C. and Gretchen Miller Markunas 
Scholarship (School of Chemical Sciences)

ALEXANDRA LAMTYUGINA, LAS Chemistry

Edward I. Onstott Scholarship (Department of 
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering)

AWELE BILL UWAGWU, LAS Chemical Engineering

Phi Beta Kappa (Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Honorary for top 1% of junior class or top 3% of 
senior class) 

MICHAEL OVASSAPIAN, 
ENG Electrical 
Engineering
MATTHEW A. SIEGEL, 
LAS Molecular and 
Cellular Biology
ROSS W. SKELLY, LAS 
Molecular and Cellular 
Biology and Chemistry
MATTHEW WELCH, LAS 
Actuarial Science and 
Statistics 

State Farm Actuarial Scholarship (Department 
of Mathematics)

SARAH DERANGO, LAS Actuarial Science
ANDRE KOHN, LAS Actuarial Science

Ralph E. Telford Scholarship (Department of 
Chemistry)

CLAUDIA DUDZIK, LAS Chemistry

COLLEGE OF MEDIA

Cord, Goldie and Marcus, Scholarship 
(Department of Journalism)

CHARLOTTE COLLINS, MED Journalism

Paul C. Fulton Scholarship (College of Media)

NICOLE BERTRAND, MED Advertising

Eleanor Garm Hemminger Scholarship (College 
of Media)

ARMANDO SANCHEZ-MONSIVAIS, MED 
Advertising

Marilyn Miller Kaytor Scholarship (College of 
Media, for students studying journalism)

CHARLOTTE COLLINS, MED Journalism

CHP graduate 
Eric Wood

CHP graduate 
Thomas McGrath

Chancellor’s Scholar 
Hannah Manetsch

CHP graduate 
Michael Ovassapian

CHP graduate 
Thomas Roadcap

CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM  
AWARD WINNERS 2016-17 (continued) 

Class standing indicated (i.e., freshman, sophomore, etc.)  
are as of the 2016-17 academic year.



26        Campus Honors Program | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | August 2017 Campus Honors Program | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | August 2017       27

VINCENT ABEJUELA (5/16 alumnus, LAS Physics and Molecular and Cellular 
Biology) in 6/17:  “I will be going to Midwestern University in Downers Grove 
for osteopathic medicine this fall. Thanks to CHP again for writing me a letter of 
recommendation!”

ADAM AUSTIN (5/07 alumnus, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) in 1/17:  
“When 2016 came along life flipped on its head as we welcomed two foster children 
into our little apartment, a 4-year-old and a 1-month-old. We purchased a lovely 
little home in Wheaton (my hometown and definitely not where I ever expected 
to end up!). At the same time, I was ready to move on from my job to something 
more challenging, and I took a job at Allstate. My colleagues are brilliant and the job 
strikes just the right balance between the comfortable and the unfamiliar, so I’m not 
out of my depth but I’m also constantly learning. So needless to say this past year 
has been a whirlwind. We just found out we’ll have the kids at least until December 
2017 and maybe even beyond that, so we have our work cut out for us. All in all, 
a most exciting and busy time!  Now that we’re settled into the house and have a 
good routine going as a family, we’re even talking about how we can incorporate 
some more social time and personal care-taking into our lives. I want to get back 
into rock climbing, something I did a bit of in Davis, maybe tinker around with my 
much-neglected guitar, and start exploring financial analytics as a hobby. (Wow, 
that last one sounds pretty boring when I put it that way.)  And of course I’ll be 
making time for the occasional squirrel hunt with an old friend from U of I.”

MEENA (BABU) BANASIAK (12/06 alumna, ENG Materials Science and 
Engineering) in 8/16: “I wanted to let you know that I have a new son at home 
now!  Vishaan James Banasiak was born at 2:24am on Sunday, July 24, 2016. He 
weighed 6 lbs 12 oz and was 20 inches long. He is doing well and I am enjoying 
my maternity leave with him very much. Sadly I won’t be able to attend the CHP 
reunion this fall, but I know it won’t be terribly long before Joe and I bring the 
whole family back to campus.”

PARAS BAXI (12/06 alumnus, ENG Electrical Engineering) married Anupama 
Chundury in Carmel, Indiana in 3/17. In attendance were Neha and ANKEET 

PATEL (5/07 alumnus, ENG Computer Engineering), JANET PAVESE (5/07 
alumna, LAS Biochemistry) and Dan Hvala.

KATRINA BROMANN (8/06 alumna, BUS Finance) in 8/16:  “I got my copy of the 
CHP Annual 2016 in the mail, and lo and behold, there was a picture of me and 
my then-boyfriend-now-husband on page 18!  It was so unexpected and made me 
laugh out loud for sure. :)  My husband particularly liked it, because he thinks that 
people might assume he was in CHP now. I’m pregnant with my 2nd kiddo, due in 
early December. Art and I both like to travel back to CU – it still feels like home!”

KATIE CASTREE (5/10 alumna, AHS Community Health) in 8/16:  “After 
spending the first four years of my healthcare administration career at Hospital 
Sisters Health System (HSHS) in Illinois, I have now accepted the position of 
Operations Excellence Project Manager for Accumen Inc. Accumen’s mission 
is to partner with healthcare systems to deliver clinical laboratory excellence 
through sustainable improvements in cost, quality, service, and outreach growth 
opportunities. My role is a key player in delivering on the quality and profitability 
objectives of our clients. I am based in St. Louis, MO.”

ANNIE CEDEROTH (5/14 alumna, ACES Agricultural and Biological Engineering) 
in 6/17:  “Great news! I got into both Davis and Cornell, and I accepted at Davis’s 
Viticulture and Enology graduate program for the fall.”

IAN CLAUSEN (5/08 alumnus, LAS English and Religious Studies) in 7/16:  “As 
of August, my family and I (we have two daughters now, Ainsley (3 1/2) and 
Emma (2)) have moved to Philadelphia, where I took up a post-doc at Villanova 
University. I must bring good luck with me, for the basketball team went on to win 
the NCAA my first year. We’re very well situated at Villanova, and should be here 
for another year unless something dramatic happens (I do have an interview with 
the University of Aberdeen, so we could be returning to the UK after all!). As for 
work, I’m currently finishing up a book, which is contracted with Bloomsbury, and 
which is based on my dissertation on Augustine and ethics. And as for teaching, I’ve 
enjoyed the first round of freshman courses I taught, and will be diving in again in a 
short while: two great books courses and one Ethics course, plus some conferences 
and travel and way too many weddings….  I hope all is well at CHP.”

MEGAN CUNNINGHAM (5/06 alumna, LAS Political Science) in 9/16:  “I’m back 
in Chicago after a decade on the East Coast. After a wonderful adventure, it’s 
awfully nice to be home again.”  Megan is Managing Deputy Commissioner for 
the Chicago Department of Public Health.

PATRICK IAN DRAPER (5/05 alumnus, ENG Engineering Physics) in 5/17:  “I’ve 
enjoyed reading the CHP newsletters each year and thought it was a good time 
to send an update. After leaving UIUC, I went to grad school at the University of 
Chicago, where I got my Ph.D. in theoretical particle physics in 2011. In 2007 I 
married my best friend Karen, who got her M.D. at UChicago at the same time. 
After grad school we moved to California, where I did postdocs at UC Santa Cruz 
and UC Santa Barbara and Karen did an internal medicine residency and gastro-
enterology fellowship at Stanford. Last fall I joined the faculty at UMass-Amherst 
and had an exhilarating first year as a new assistant professor. This summer 
Karen is finishing her fellowship and joining a GI practice in Massachusetts, and 
we’re celebrating our tenth anniversary in June. We’ve had a great time living in 
the Midwest and on the west coast and we’re looking forward to exploring New 
England together. I have many excellent memories of CHP, and was particularly 
influenced by GEORGE FRANCIS’ Hypergraphics course (and his barbecues!).”

SANJIT DUTTA (5/16 alumnus, ENG Mechanical Engineering) in 10/16:  “Work has 
been off to a slow start which has been good in terms of giving me time to transition 
in. I’ve been settling into New York for the past few months and it’s a great (but very 
expensive) place to be! There’s all kinds of things to do and I think I’ll be exploring for 
quite a while. Hope all is well between the cornfields :D.”

MAX ELLITHORPE (12/11 alumnus, LAS Political Science):  “I’m currently living in 
Philadelphia and just started a postbac pre-med program at Temple University. 
Assuming I get a solid GPA and MCAT score, I have a seat reserved at Temple’s 
medical school. I’m really excited to be back in school studying something 
completely different. While I thought I enjoyed politics and the corporate world, 
I’m realizing that I’d like to contribute more to the community and think that 
medicine would be the best way for me to do that.” 

ALUMNI NEWS

DANA FAGER (5/12 alumna, LAS International Studies) in 3/17:  “Today I am 
reaching out with happy news, as this past month I have received letters of accep-
tance to Georgetown University’s MSFS Program and to George Washington 
University’s Master of Global Communication Program!  I believe that CHP 
letters of recommendation played a big role in helping me get accepted to these 
programs; thank you so much for believing in my potential and for kindly 
submitting the letters on my behalf. The wonderful academic and professional 
experiences that you enabled me to have at UIUC in the CHP, as well as CHP’s 
support for my post-graduation endeavors, both made me a more competitive 
grad school applicant and helped prepare me for the challenges I will face as a 
graduate student. I want to thank CHP for providing all these enriching opportu-
nities through which I could grow and learn; they have had a huge impact on my 
life and I am sincerely grateful to CHP!”

ALICE FOREMAN (5/10 alumna, LAS Earth Systems, Environment, and Society) 
in 8/16:  But, I have other exciting news as well!  I did this five week Montessori 
training for adolescent teachers in Huntsburg, Ohio, this summer, and when I 
got back at the beginning of August, my boss called me to give me a promotion!  
Our head science teacher in the Jr. High program decided to leave, so they made 
me the new head science teacher!  It’s super exciting, and I’ve been geeking 
out for two weeks thinking about all the cool things that I’ll be able to do with 
the students!  It’s quite a bit of planning work, since I’ll be teaching an entirely 
different subject, but there are so many positives!”

SAMANTHA GEORGE (5/16 alumna, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) in 4/17:  
“I’ve been accepted to medical school at St. Louis University! I’m still waiting to 
hear back from a couple other schools, but until then I’m just grateful to have been 
accepted. Thank you to CHP for help during the application process and for writing 

a letter of recommendation for me. I really appreciate the support you provided 
throughout my college experience and the space for reflection during our talks. 
I’m especially grateful that our conversations helped me in my decision to take a 
gap year and serve with City Year. It’s been a difficult but good year, and I know I 
wouldn’t have had the courage to pursue this experience without CHP’s support.”

DAVID GOESE (5/11 alumnus, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology) in 4/17:  “After 
a long time of hoping to visit Japan (inspired by Professor KIMIKO GUNJI), finally I 
am traveling to Tokyo and Kyoto next week!  

I graduated University of Illinois in 2011 and went on to medical school at the 
University of Chicago. It was a wonderful place for medical school, and I was 
able to work in underserved, low income neighborhoods on the South Side of 

Chicago to improve community health, volunteer for 
science fairs and education, and work in free medical 
clinics. During 4th year of medical school I also 
worked at a primary care clinic in Santiago, Chile for 
1 month, and also traveled to India to teach and stay 
at a children’s orphanage in the northern part of the 
country in a city called Haridwar (http://sriramfoun-
dation.org/).

“Since then I graduated medical school and moved on 
to an Internal Medicine residency at Emory University 
in Atlanta, Georgia. I am currently in my 2nd year, and 
it is 3 years long. I work as a doctor at four different 
hospitals in the Atlanta area, including a large public 
hospital for the urban poor, Grady Hospital (https://
gradyhealth.org/). I have a primary care clinic where I 
take care of about 50 patients with a variety of medical 
problems. I work with the homeless, with patients with 
HIV, cancer, heart disease, diabetes, and everything 
in between. I feel I have learned so much in the past 
year and a half. During residency we get three 1-week 
vacations a year. I love traveling very much, and have 
wanted to go to Japan ever since [KIMIKO GUNJI’S] 

class and earlier. I plan to visit many temples, attend tea ceremonies, see Japanese 
gardens, and visit markets.”

MARY M. HAPP (5/16 alumna, ACES Crop Sciences) in 6/16:  “Today is my 2nd day 
of grad school at the University of Nebraska, and it’s going well (so much different 
than an undergrad though)! Just got my project summary and can’t wait to get 
started! I’m also going to get to go to a workshop in China this September. Thank 
you for a wonderful 3 years!”

REBECCA HARRIS (5/05 alumna, LAS Biology and Biochemistry) in 5/17:  “We 
are moving to Boston the last weekend in June. I’ll be at Boston Children’s for 
my pediatric endocrinology fellowship. Andrew will be at Beth Israel for his 
emergency medicine education fellowship.”

CHP alums enjoy 30th Anniversary Celebration brunch
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Excerpted from a 2/17 press release about EMILY POYNTER JENKINS (5/04 
alumna, ENG Civil Engineering) - (BS ‘04, PhD ‘15):  “Farnsworth Group is proud 
to announce the continued growth of our Champaign office with the addition of 
Emily Jenkins, PE, CFM, PhD, where she acts as a Senior Engineer. Emily brings 
over 10 years of experience in civil and ecological engineering, specializing in 
floodplain modeling as a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM), stream restoration, 
and wetland design. Emily earned her Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
from the University of Illinois, and then went out on to earn her Master of Science 
in Ecological Engineering at the University of Maryland. Emily also earned her 
PhD in Agricultural and Biological Engineering from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign in 2015. Most recently, Emily worked at the Illinois Water 
Survey as a Hydrologic and Hydraulic Engineer.”

CATHERINE KEMP (5/16 alumna, ACES Natural Resources and Environmental 
Sciences) in 6/17:  “I accepted a position in Anchorage, AK and moved up here at 
the end of January! I’m an AmeriCorps VISTA in the mayor’s office, sponsored 
by a nationwide nonprofit called Cities of Service. I’m part of a cohort of VISTAs 
working in ten cities (including Boulder, Chicago, NOLA, and Pittsburgh) across 
the country on projects related to community resiliency. In Anchorage, we’re 
focusing on food security, because Alaska is so reliant on food imports and there’s 
a growing movement (pardon the pun) focused on local food production on a 
commercial, personal, and community scale. So I’m working on a few community 
and school garden projects, which is a lot of fun. I’m also getting some experience 
with higher-level food policy work. Working in local government has been a 
really awesome experience so far. The mayor and his staff are great. And Alaska is 
incredible!! I’m not sure how I’ll be able to return to flat Illinois after living in a place 
where I can drive 20 minutes and climb up a mountain…”

ETHEL LIAO (5/15 alumna, BUS Information Systems and Information Technology 
and Business Process Management; and LAS Earth Systems, Environment, and 
Society) in 8/16:  “I just returned from a month of [GE Renewable Energy] 
company training in Budapest, Hungary, and am now already starting my 3rd (!!) 
DTLP rotation at GE. Moving from Atlanta, to Philadelphia, to upstate New York 
has definitely been a big change in pace!”

LINDSAY (GEHRIG) MARTINEZ (5/06 alumna, LAS Psychology) in 9/16:  “We are 
still in Peoria and I am at Caterpillar...also working on an MBA at Bradley. We are 
planning to visit the in-laws in Nicaragua over Thanksgiving and going to visit 
Panama after Christmas.”

EMILY MARZOLPH (8/13 alumna, LAS Integrative Biology and Anthropology) 
in 9/16:  “I am still in Rhode Island and I teach bio and chemistry, 9th and 10th 
grades, and am now in my 3rd year here at the same school and recently finished 
an M.Ed. here over the summer. I’m officially “done” with TFA, and I went 
through the alumni event back in June. If you have anyone there who is consid-
ering applying and wants info on it, feel free to send them my way.”

MEGAN LINDGREN (5/15 alumna, LAS Economics and Statistics) in 4/17:  “Thank 
you so much for providing a recommendation letter for my law school applica-
tions. I’m very excited to say that I’m heading to the University of Chicago this fall. 
From the first time I visited, I loved the intellectual environment and people there. 

I couldn’t imagine a better place to study behavioral law and economics. I really 
appreciate how encouraging CHP has always been, both while I was at Illinois and 
in the past two years. It has meant a lot to me to have your unwavering support, and 
I can only hope I can provide such excellent guidance to my own students in the 
future. I’ll keep in touch as I tackle this next adventure, and please don’t hesitate to 
reach out if there’s anything I can do to help the wonderful CHP family!” 

SARA (GIBBS) MEHTA (5/08 alumna, LAS International Studies) in 5/17:  “We 
are headed to Paris and Iceland with PRASHANT (MEHTA’S, 5/07 alumnus, LAS 
Chemical Engineering) brother and sister-in-law and cousins. Should be fun!  
China was amazing. Lots of great food and interesting sites to see.”

CLARA MOUNT (5/14 alumna, LAS English) in 9/16:  “I’m an Executive Assistant 
right now for True Health, which is a pretty neat Federally Qualified Health 
Center in Central Florida. We serve uninsured and underinsured patients and we 
have programs to assist them in applying for community/government benefits. 
I’m proud of the work we do here and I came in at a good time to make a real 
difference in the organization of the company. They’ve recently realized I’m a 
good writer so they have put me to work drafting a lot of letters/correspondence 
with patients, and I’ll most likely be helping to rewrite all of the company’s 
policies and procedures sometime over the next six months...fun stuff. The 
Executive Team is a wonderful group of people and I love working with them. 
I’m considering going back to school. Through my work experience I’m realizing 
I have a knack for business operations so I guess that is on the table for me this 
time... We’ll see what happens!”

MICHAEL MUNIE (5/04 alumnus, LAS Mathematics and ENG Computer Science) 
in 9/16:  “JEAN HE [8/05 alumna, ENG Computer Science and LAS Finance] 
is pregnant and we’re 
expecting the baby around 
Thanksgiving!  I’ve been 
working on a few projects 
of my own and also been 
doing consulting for a 
startup in California so I’ve 
made a few trips out there.”

STEFANIE PANSCH (5/13 
alumna, LAS German and 
Atmospheric Science) in 
10/16:  “I started substitute 
teaching last week – it’s 
been interesting but not 
especially stressful so far.”

MORGAN POLIKOFF 
(5/06 alumnus, LAS 
Mathematics): “Since 
my last update, I was 
tenured and promoted 
to Associate Professor of 

CHP alum Michael Munie and CHP Director Kim 
Graber at 30th Anniversary Celebration

Education at the University of Southern California Rossier School of Education. 
I’m researching fun topics like Common Core Standards, standardized testing, 
and teachers’ use of curriculum materials. My husband and I have been living in 
Los Angeles now for six years and plan to stay here for the foreseeable future. If 
anyone in CHP has questions about educational research or life in LA, I’d be glad 
to answer them!” 

HANNAH RICKEY (5/15 alumna, LAS Anthropology and Spanish) in 12/16:  “Well, I 
got the job! :)  I’m starting work at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin right after the 
holidays and I’m so excited! It is exciting. It’s closer to all my homes, and a couple 
of my really close friends from U of I are in Madison. But yes, it’ll be a whole new 
adventure all over again! Can’t wait to update on how it goes.”

SARAH (VORREITER) SETTANNI (5/14 alumna, LAS History) in 10/16:  “My school 
year has been off to a great start so far this year, and Jake and I had a great time 
on our road trip this summer! We travelled to the West Coast for one of the first 
times, and we were able to camp in several National Parks, so it was really fun!”

NATHAN STABLES (5/16 alumnus, LAS Integrative Biology) in 6/17:  “I’m really 
excited to be in Korea for the next year. I’ll be teaching English there through the 
Fulbright program. I’m actually in Cuba right now sending this message!  After 
the year in Korea, I’m contemplating a grad program or some other positions, but 
nothing is set in stone as of now.”

In 10/16, JENNY (MIKSANEK) STROUSE (5/06 alumna, LAS Molecular and 
Cellular Biology) sent Chancellor’s Scholars a big box of Ghirardelli Double 
Chocolate Hot Cocoa packets and a large box of Swiss Miss packets of hot 
chocolate with marshmallows, noting “Hi CHP!  Always loved fall days sipping 
Swiss Miss and coffee at the CHP house. Wanted to pass it forward!”  

RUTH TEKESTE (5/12 alumna, LAS Psychology) in 11/16:  “I am doing well 
teaching 10th grade English at Hansberry, and ROBYN BESANA [5/12 alumna, 
Social Work] is a school social worker at a middle school in the same network as 
me. This past summer we backpacked through Western Europe, which was quite 
a joy, albeit a bit chaotic with everything that was going on. On a side note, I am 
back at my parents’ home and stumbled upon our CHP graduation newsletter, 
which mentioned the Japan trip I attended. That was the trip that launched my 
travel bag, so it was a nice thing to reminisce about.”

RICHARD VACHULA (5/15 alumnus, LAS Geology and French) in 8/16:  “Just 
recently, former CHP instructor, ANNA STENPORT, and I published a paper 
together in the journal Media, Culture & Society. Our collaboration actually began 
though CHP. In my final semester at Illinois, I decided to take the CHP course 

ALUMNI NEWS (continued)

entitled ‘Arctic Narratives.’ As a student doing Arctic Paleoclimate research, I was 
very interested in learning about the humanities side of the region. In any case, after 
several revisions and peer reviews, my term paper span-off into the article that we 
published [Polar bears and ice:  cultural connotations of Arctic environments that 
contradict the science of climate change, Media Culture & Society, 2016]. Thanks 
so much for all that CHP has done for me! I truly enjoyed my time in the program. 
Feel free to tell current students to keep taking CHP courses after they’ve fulfilled 
their requirements - who knows, it could end in publication.”

CHARLEY WILLIAMS (5/94 alumnus, LAS Mathematics and ENG Computer 
Engineering) in 1/17:  “I’m living in Villa Park, Illinois just west of Chicago. 
I’ve been married for 17 years to my amazing wife Karen who’s an elementary 
school teacher and a graduate of Augustana College in Rock Island. We have 
three wonderful kids. Right after U of I graduation I was a high school computer 
science and math teacher for six years, but now I’m managing a team of software 
developers at the hedge fund Citadel in downtown Chicago, where I’ve been for 
almost 13 years. Outside of work when I’m not coaching or volunteering with 
my kids’ activities, I’m trying to remain active as an advocate for K-12 computer 
science education. A few years ago I started the first Illinois site for the Microsoft 
TEALS program (https://www.tealsk12.org), which creates partnerships between 
tech professionals and high schools to create new computer science courses. 
(I worked with DePaul College Prep on the northwest side of Chicago and we 
started their first AP Computer Science class which is now in its third year.)  
After that I’ve been coaching FIRST LEGO League robotics teams with my kids 
and their classmates (http://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/fll).”

NICHOLAS WISSEMAN (5/03 alumnus, LAS Anthropology and History) continues 
to write book reviews on a monthly basis, found at http://www.nickwisseman.com/
home/category/book-review; these book reviews include Wool by Hugh Howey, The 
Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman, The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, The 
Revenant by Michael Punke, Outlander by Diana Gabladon, and Bird by Bird by Anne 
Lamott. He is working on a new novel, and his other works (which include The Red 
Wraith, House with a Blue Door, and Outcasts) are available for order.

KEVIN WOLZ (5/13 alumnus, ENG Civil Engineering and LAS Integrative Biology) in 
4/17:  “I was in Washington DC at the March for Science!  We actually won’t be 
leaving for France until the end of August. I plan to defend sometime in July, so 
we’ll still be here all summer.”

Please continue to forward updates to rockman@illinois.edu so your news can be 
included in future newsletters.

We send our best wishes to JULIE WOOLSEY who is now working in the College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental Sciences alongside former CHP staff member, SUSAN SCHMALL-ROSS. It is my 
pleasure to inform you that ANNE PRICE has been selected as the new Assistant Director. Anne brings a 
wealth of experience and knowledge with her into the position. Her passion for students and dedication 
to their academic success and personal well-being make her the perfect person for our program.

TRANSITIONS
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PAT BASU (5/00 alumnus, ENG Mechanical Engineering)

*AFTER UI, YOU EARNED A MD AND MBA FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF CHICAGO. HOW DID YOUR UI EXPERIENCE HELP SHAPE AND 
ENCOURAGE YOUR INTERESTS?

My U of I experience shaped, motivated and prepared me in so many ways. 
From an academic standpoint, studying at one of the nation’s top engineering 
schools taught me how to approach complex problems and solve them. This 
thinking was applied to complex systems such as the human body and to help-
ing improve the nation’s health care system and education system. 

From a preparedness standpoint Illinois gave me the foundation and confidence 
to succeed. While medical school forced you to memorize far more things 
and business school emphasized excellent communication and social skills, 
engineering was the only time I ever found myself racking my brain to figure 
something out. Illinois engineering was pound-for-pound the most rigorous cur-
riculum I’ve ever gone through including medical school, business school and 
specialization as a radiologist. 

From a leadership standpoint I ran successfully as our business school cohort president as well as our 
Medical School Dean’s Council (the 4 year equivalent of class president). When it came to running for both of 
those offices, I recalled that I had been selected by peers to the Student Senate, Student Alumni Ambassa-
dors and Homecoming Court at Illinois. So, I thought of the fact that the 30,000 strong Illinois student body 
was 60 times larger than my MBA class and 300 times larger than my med school class. 

A key skill when I select medical students or hire doctors is their ability to relate and empathize with as wide 
a variety of humanity as possible. When it came to connecting with patients from all walks of life I’d already 
honed these skills by learning from the friends I’d made on one of the most diverse campuses in the world 
here at the University of Illinois. 

*HOW DID YOUR APPOINTMENT AS A WHITE HOUSE FELLOW AND SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO 
THE PRESIDENT IN 2010 INFORM YOUR SUBSEQUENT WORK IN THE HEALTH FIELD?

To be selected to serve as a White House Fellow was incredible honor and privilege and hope that future 
Honors Program Graduates will consider this in 10-15 years. It has informed the way I look at healthcare, 
business, government and society. To be able to see and work on the nation’s most challenging problems is 
eye-opening, experiential and motivating. Specific to health care it underscored for me just how broken real 
access to health care is for millions of Americans. That insight helped me to start Doctor On Demand to help 
increase access to care. I also saw how perverse many of the incentives are in health care between provid-
ers, payers and patients – and I help manage large businesses that aim to better align incentives to deliver 
high value care.

*HOW DID THE CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM IMPACT YOUR UNDERGRADUATE EXPERIENCE, 
AND WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO CURRENT AND FUTURE CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLARS?

The Campus Honors Program was the number 1 reason I chose Illinois over private institutions in Chicago, 
California and the Northeast. It gave me a chance to be among and learn from not just the best and brightest 
in Illinois but from around the nation. The program is amazing and in some ways I only realized its wisdom 
after the fact. My advice would be to immerse yourself fully to the Campus Honors Program. A truism in life 
is that the more you put in the more you get out. Try to meet as many of your fellow Chancellor’s scholars, 
take all the amazing small classes which were some of my favorite to this day, get to know the professors 
who wrote some of my excellent letters to medical school and business school and hang out at the Honors 
House – even in my glass corner office overlooking the city today I often reminisce about getting work done 
and hanging out with friends at the cozy Honors House! I am sure I speak for all CHP alums when I would say 
don’t be afraid to reach out to us as alumni for any assistance or advice – Good Luck!
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*AFTER LEAVING UI, YOU EARNED A LAW DEGREE FROM 
HARVARD AND A PUBLIC POLICY MASTER’S FROM PRINCETON 
WITH THE HELP OF THE JACK KENT COOKE SCHOLARSHIP, YOU 
WORKED FOR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ATTORNEY, AND YOU ARE NOW PUBLIC 
POLICY COUNSEL FOR GOOGLE. AS AN UNDERGRADUATE, 
WHAT STRENGTHENED YOUR INTERESTS AND SHAPED YOUR 
ASPIRATIONS?

I’ve always been interested in understanding complex systems. Electrical 
engineering, law, and policy each gave me insight into this in their own ways. 
One of my most influential experiences at U of I was a freshman year trip 
to Washington DC with about 20 other students sponsored by the Campus 
Honors Program. It was a weeklong exploration of the interaction of politics, 
journalism, and the presidency, and it opened my eyes to what the world of 
public policy looked like. The CHP group that attended represented a wide 
range of disciplines and backgrounds, and I just loved getting the perspective of so many interest-
ing students as I discussed our experiences on the trip. It helped me to realize that there was a 
real benefit to a cross-disciplinary understanding of public policy, and that my interest in engineer-
ing and technology was a useful perspective.

*HOW HAVE YOU COMBINED YOUR PUBLIC POLICY AND LAW KNOWLEDGE AND 
SKILLS TO IMPACT THE GREATEST CHANGE?

The workplace is an inter-disciplinary zone, and UIUC helped me to prepare to succeed in the real 
world. For example, in my role as a government attorney, when I defended America’s marine life 
protection laws at the World Trade Organization, I did so by leading a team of 15 people with very 
diverse skills. As the lead attorney on a complex case, I had to feel comfortable interacting with 
and managing experienced people with a range of expertise - from scientists at technical agencies 
to trade analysts. In many real world settings, engineers do not simply work only with engineers. 
Lawyers do not work only with fellow lawyers. Now in the private sector I am working directly with 
Google product engineers to factor global public policy trends into future innovations. Just like 
in my previous role, my new responsibilities require me to move between expert groups and to 
help combine efforts to advance the public good. The Honors House serves as exactly the kind of 
place to get students accustomed to speaking across disciplines and cultures. 

HOW DID THE CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM IMPACT YOUR EXPERIENCE AT UI, 
AND WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO CURRENT AND FUTURE CHANCELLOR’S 
SCHOLARS?

CHP was an absolutely essential part of my growth and development at UofI. I have fond memo-
ries of sitting at the Honors House chatting with a group of the most engaging and fun students 
and professors at the university. As an engineering student, it is easy to get caught up in your 
narrow field of study, but through CHP I was really able to broaden my knowledge, which has help 
immensely in my multifaceted career. And without the support of the incredible CHP staff, I would 
not have been able to get through the grueling graduate school and Jack Kent Cooke scholarship 
application process. My advice to Chancellor’s Scholars would be to take full advantage of all the 
CHP offerings and immerse yourself in the community. It will benefit you in ways you can only 
begin to imagine.
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GREG CRIMMINS (5/02 alumnus, LAS Cellular and Structural Biology)

AFTER FINISHING YOUR PHD IN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY FROM 
BERKELEY, YOU STARTED A COMPANY TO DEVELOP NEW 
CANCER DRUGS (REMEDYPLAN.COM). HOW DID UI HELP 
PREPARE YOU FOR A CAREER IN RESEARCH?

UIUC was the key to starting my scientific career, actually. I went to UIUC 
thinking that I would major in philosophy or history. I was taking a very 
broad range of classes as part of the liberal arts degree, and I found 
that I loved chemistry and biology. My sophomore year I got a job in the 
Whitmarsh lab with a very talented scientist, Adriana Ortiz-Lopez, and 
she essentially taught me how to do research. We were focused on the 
molecular biology of plants, and I really loved working in the lab - I loved the 
flexible hours working late at night with the seedling plants, I loved the thrill 
of discovery (even the small daily ones), and I loved the feeling of moving 
science and society forward, even if it is just the tiniest possible nudge. 
I was hooked on research after that, though I moved into other fields of 
study. Also, the classes were remarkably good - great professors and TAs, 
and all the resources you needed to learn how to learn to be a scientist. 
One of my TAs from UIUC ended up being the co-founder of our company! 
We randomly ended up in the same PhD class at Berkeley, and we kept in 

touch after grad school and ended up starting a company together. So, hey, you never know what 
will happen at a great university like UI, you might start a company with one of your TAs.

HOW IS REMEDY PLAN DEVELOPING, AND WHAT ARE YOUR LONG-TERM GOALS  
FOR THE COMPANY?

Remedy Plan is still very small and lean, but growing and developing quickly. We recently closed 
our seed funding round, hired a new scientist, and scaled up our drug testing efforts. The 
research is going very well and we are in a really exciting period where we are seeing the results 
from the experiments we have been planning for a long time. My long term goal is to develop our 
novel cancer drugs and get them into the clinic as quickly as possible. This will involve either rais-
ing a Series A round of funding in a year, or partnering with a Pharmaceutical company, or both. 
I view Remedy Plan, and other small biotech companies doing the hard work of early stage drug 
development, as a critical missing piece of the puzzle between basic research and pharmaceutical 
drug development.

HOW DID THE CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM IMPACT YOUR UNDERGRADUATE 
EXPERIENCE, AND WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO CURRENT AND FUTURE 
CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLARS?

There are pros and cons to being at a large state university. One of cons is that it can feel a little 
impersonal at times, in a class full of 500 students. I ended up liking that environment, because 
I liked learning on my own with periodic guidance from the professors and TAs, but I think the im-
personal part was also made a lot easier by the CHP. The CHP felt a little bit like a second home, 
with smaller classes and events and the feeling that you could always stop by. The advice I would 
give to current and future Chancellor’s Scholars is: pick a goal and run like hell after it, and don’t 
be afraid to ask for help along the way - people love to help. You’re surrounded by some of the 
best support one could ever imagine: a great university, and a great honors program. You might 
as well try to do something amazing. Last piece of advice: old people like me love being asked for 
advice - look how long my answers to these questions are! Asking for advice opens a lot of doors, 
just don’t believe all of it (but believe some of it). Got it? Easy. Good luck.

TOM INSEL (5/95 alumnus, LAS Mathematics)

YOU ARE CURRENTLY A DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS AT 
GRACENOTE, WHICH CONNECTS MILLIONS OF AUTOMOBILES TO 
VARIOUS MEDIA, WHERE YOU HAVE BEEN SINCE 2000. HOW HAS 
YOUR WORK CHANGED AND GROWN WITH TIME?

Our business grew from identifying CDs for software products to include 
music, video, and sports metadata for a wide range of connected devices such 
as cars, televisions and phones. I started as an individual contributor, ended up 
managing a department as the business grew, and hope to transition into an 
architecture role. However, I think how the industry has changed in the same 
time is more interesting.

In 2000, most servers were individually managed, and provisioning a new web 
server began with ordering new hardware and waiting for delivery. Now, it could 
be nearly immediate using virtualization or cloud computing and configuration 
management tools that allow you to write code that defines your infrastructure 
instead of building it by hand. The same tools ensure that if you need even a 
hundred more servers, they will all be identical to the first, and that we spend 
less time fixing broken systems because they can be replaced in minutes.

As a very practical consequence, Christmas used to be a big deal because too many people play-
ing with new toys at the same time could overwhelm our services. Now, we don’t worry because 
we can easily adapt to changes in traffic.

WHAT ARE A COUPLE OF YOUR MOST NOTABLE MEMORIES OF THE CAMPUS 
HONORS PROGRAM, AND WHICH ASPECTS OF THE CHP DO YOU FEEL MOST 
SHAPED YOUR UNDERGRADUATE DEVELOPMENT?

The most valuable opportunity for me was the chance to interact with other students and faculty 
in a wide range of disciplines that I wouldn’t otherwise have experienced – through CHP classes 
such as 100-series honors classes with Professors Francis and Berenbaum and activities includ-
ing the opportunity to travel in Japan with Professor Gunji. I still talk to people I played cards with 
in the Honors House twenty five years ago.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO CURRENT AND FUTURE CHANCELLOR’S 
SCHOLARS?

I am not sure that I would recommend taking my advice in general, but you can never have too 
much ice? Beyond that, don’t be afraid to reconsider your path every now and then. For example, 
I am pretty sure that I made the right choice when I started graduate school, and equally sure it 
was right when I dropped out. 

ANNE RIVAS (5/09 alumna, LAS Integrative Biology and ACES Animal Sciences)

AS AN UNDERGRADUATE YOU EARNED TWO DEGREES, YOU ARE A DOCTOR IN 
VETERINARY MEDICINE, AND YOU ARE CURRENTLY IN RESIDENCY AT THE BRONX 
ZOO FOLLOWING A ONE-YEAR INTERNSHIP AT A SMALL ANIMAL SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
IN SAN DIEGO AND A ONE-YEAR INTERNSHIP AT THE MARYLAND ZOO IN BALTIMORE. 
WHICH RESEARCH AREAS HAVE INTERESTED YOU THE MOST, AT UI AND BEYOND?

I have found that I am drawn to working with birds - starting with a poultry nutrition project during under-
graduate, and more recently focusing on fungal disease (aspergillosis) in a variety of avian species.

ALUMNI PROFILES (continued)
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WHAT ARE YOUR LONG-TERM GOALS IN WORKING WITH ANIMALS AND 
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION?

My long term goals are to be a veterinarian at a zoo where I also have an opportunity to 
do some research as well as work with free-ranging North American wildlife. I also really 
enjoy teaching, and hope to find a position that enables this either through mentorship in 
a residency or internship program, or through veterinary student preceptorships. 

WHAT WAS MOST IMPACTFUL TO YOU IN YOUR EXPERIENCES WITH THE 
CAMPUS HONORS PROGRAM, AND WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO 
CURRENT AND FUTURE CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLARS?

 CHP was the defining factor of my undergraduate experience. Beyond making life-long 
friends, I developed appreciations for things I would not necessarily have sought out 
on my own at the time. To current and future Chancellor’s Scholars, I would say to take 
advantage of everything offered through CHP, because 10 years from now when other 
details of undergrad have faded, you will still remember all those different flavors at that 
apple tasting, that performance of “Henry IV Part I” at Krannert, and how to sit just so 
during a Japanese tea ceremony.

ALUMNI PROFILES (continued from page 33)

Undergraduate Research Symposium (URS) or URS Week presenters:
SARAH ACKENHUSEN, LAS Chemistry
LILY BENIG, ENG Bioengineering
ANISH BHATTACHARYA, ENG Electrical Engineering
AAKASH CHOUBAL, ENG Mechanical Engineering
AMANDA COWFER, LAS Chemistry and LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology**
GRETA DODEN, ACES Animal Sciences
ALEXANDER ERWIN, LAS Atmospheric Sciences
JOHN GRAFT, ENG Electrical Engineering
JUHI GUPTA, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
ANVITA HARIHARAN, AHS Community Health
ELIJAH KARVALIS, LAS Chemical Engineering
SONAM KOTADIA, LAS Global Studies
FANTING KUNG, AHS Speech and Hearing Science
ALEXANDRA LAMTYUGINA, LAS Chemistry
AUBREY LASKOWSKI, LAS Mathematics and Computer Science
ATHENA LIN, ENG Materials Science and Engineering
MOLLY MCGHEE, ACES Animal Sciences
LAURA OLANDER, ACES Animal Sciences
ARMANDO SANCHEZ-MONSIVAIS, MED Advertising
MATTHEW SIEGEL, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology
NIKHIL SHIVA, ENG Bioengineering
ROSS SKELLY, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology 
and Chemistry

MADELINE SPONHOLTZ, LAS Biochemistry
WESLEY TUNG, LAS Molecular and Cellular Biology**
ELENA WILSON, LAS Biochemistry
ALAN YANG, ENG Electrical Engineering
SEAN ZWICKY, AHS Kinesiology
**Lunch-time presenter

Illinois Scholars Undergraduate Research Symposium  
(ISUR) presenters:
ELIZABETH GACEK, ENG Bioengineering
KENNETH HOFFMANN, ENG Mechanical Engineering
CHARLES TIERNEY, ENG Mechanical Engineering

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

HORMOZD GAHVARI (5/03, ENG Computer Science) passed away October 3, 2017; 
excerpted from his obituary:  “Hormozd Gahvari of Livermore died Oct. 3, 
after a long and courageous battle against Ewing’s Sarcoma. Gahvari was born 
on Dec. 25, 1981, in Blacksburg, Virginia. He graduated high school in 1999 
from University Laboratory High School in Urbana, Illinois. He earned his 
Ph.D. in Computer Science in 2014 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. He also received a master’s in Computer Science from the University 
of California, Berkeley in 2006, and a bachelor’s in Computer Science from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2003.

“He first came to Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) in the 
summer of 2010 as a summer intern and returned again in 2011 and 2012. He 
immediately stood out, because he was a brilliant computer scientist, who was 
able to quickly master new research topics, form bridges between disciplines 
and come up with creative solutions to difficult problems. He’s also remembered 
for his outgoing, cheerful personality. In 2014, Hormozd was selected as the 
first Sidney Fernbach Postdoctoral Fellow in the Center for Applied Scientific 
Computing at LLNL, a position he started with a lot of energy and ambition.

“Hormozd’s hobbies included running, weightlifting, backgammon, photog-
raphy and following his favorite sport teams. He was particularly devoted to the 
University of Illinois basketball and football teams, as well as the Chicago Cubs, 
Bears, and Bulls. Hormozd showed great courage and perseverance during his 
illness. He was an inspiration to all who knew him.”

THOMAS KOVACS, who taught for the Campus Honors Program for many years, 
passed away, and the following is excerpted from the 4/7/17 Champaign Urbana 
News-Gazette:  “Thomas George Kovacs of Urbana passed away from compli-
cations due to pneumonia and the sudden onset of a rare form of leukemia 
on Monday, March 20, 2017, at the Siteman Cancer Center of Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital in St. Louis, MO.

“Tom was born on Sept. 8, 1939, in Budapest, Hungary. In 1944, during 
World War II, Tom fled Hungary with his family to Germany. They lived in 
Fischen before immigrating to America in 1951, where Tom made his home in 
Lakewood, Ohio. Tom was a high school All American swimmer. He received 
a full scholarship to Ohio State University, where he received his Master of Arts 
as an artist and graphic designer. He was co-captain of the Ohio State NCAA 
champion swimming team in his senior year. He missed swimming in the 
1960 Olympics by a fraction of a second. He retired from the Art and Design 
Department in 1999, though taught for the Campus Honors Program for years 
after his official retirement. He loved traveling during his teaching years to 
Poland, Japan and Duluth.

“Tom’s personal artwork spanned many styles: pencil and charcoal drawings, 
paintings, wood and linocuts, poster making and computer imaging, to name 
a few. He was passionate about his family, swimming, fishing, bird watching, 
camping, hiking, biking and the Japan House in Urbana. Most recently, Tom 
and Sue had retired to Clark-Lindsey Village in Urbana. He was loved by 
everyone who knew him. He was an extraordinary man of kindness and 
strength, humor and intelligence.”

PAUL MAGELLI, who taught for the CHP for many years, passed December 
5, 2017, and a 12/6/17 article in the Champaign Urbana New-Gazette noted 
that “he was so lively, positive and proactive with his health, those who knew 
Paul Magelli Sr. well figured he’d be around forever. ‘He’s one of those guys you 

just thought was going to live to be 100 years old,’ said Jeff Brown, a dean at the 
University of Illinois’ College of Business. Mr. Magelli, a business professor and 
founder of Illinois Business Consultants, didn’t make it to 100.

“Mr. Magelli had a long, decorated career in academia which featured stints 
at Wichita State, Drake, Metropolitan State and Parkland College, where he 
served as president from 1987-89 before moving across town to the UI. Most 
recently, though, he drew attention for his quest to become the oldest man to 
reach the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro. In 2011 he attempted the climb at the 
age of 79, though a variety of conditions prevented Mr. Magelli and his team 
from reaching the peak. Plans were in place for a return in August, but during 
a pre-climb evaluation, it was discovered that Mr. Magelli had two bad heart 
valves and narrowed vessels. He had surgery to fix these issues, but suffered 
damage to his lungs, which he fought during the final months of his life. For 
his Mount Kilimanjaro climb, Mr. Magelli had teamed with doctors from the 
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota to create an ongoing study of human adaptation 
to hypoxia, lung-fluid regulation and cardiac changes at altitude. Even as he 
battled the health issues in what would turn out to be his last few months, Mr. 
Magelli was still determined to climb Kilimanjaro.

“In addition to starting Illinois Business Consultants, Mr. Magelli was 
instrumental in the MBA program and helped establish the Academy for 
Entrepreneurial Leadership through a grant from the Kaufman Foundation. ‘You 
can’t exaggerate the kind of impact he had on people. He was smart and gracious 
and cared so deeply about people. I honestly cannot think of anyone who had 
such a deep impact on so many people,’ Brown said.”

LUKE MILLER, grandson to long-time CHP employee MARGARET CUPPS, passed 
3/11/17, and as excerpted from the Champaign Urbana News-Gazette:  “Luke 
was a sophomore at Champaign Centennial High School and was a member of 
the Charger archery team and the golf team, and was awarded an academic letter 
in fall 2016. He was one of the top male shooters in the State of Illinois with a 291 
average in 2017 out of 300 points and excelled in the sport not only as an athlete, 
but as a teammate and demonstrated excellent sportsmanship. In 2016, at the 
National NASP Archery Tournament in Louisville, Ky., he placed in the top 1 
percent of shooters with a 293 out of 300 points, making him the No. 55 shooter 
out of nearly 13,000 total participants.

“He was also a talented budding artist and participated in many art classes at 
Centennial. He recently had his art displayed at a juried show at the Illini Union 
Art Gallery. Luke also began working with the Urbana Park District Urban 
Planning Department in the summer of 2016 where he was learning about park 
management and natural resources, which he was interested in as a potential 
career. Luke was an active member of the All School 4-H Club where he was 
president, vice president and treasurer during his eight years in 4-H. He was 
instrumental in mentoring younger 4-H’ers in their projects and encouraging 
them to get involved in other 4-H activities. 

“Luke had a passion and a zest for life and did nothing at less than 100 percent. 
He was often called an ‘old soul’ by many because of his maturity and compassion 
for others. He loved fishing for hours at subdivision ponds, photography, geology, 
Cardinals baseball, golfing and spending time with his family and friends. He had 
a big personality and will be missed dearly by so many whom he touched.”

Honors Student Council have pledged funds from Penny Wars to Luke’s memory.

IN MEMORIAM

Chancellor’s Scholar Amanda CowferChancellor’s Scholar Armando Sanchez-Monsivais

The 10th Undergraduate Research Symposium (URS) and Illinois Scholars Undergraduate Research Symposium (ISUR) took place April 26, 2017 in the Illini 
Union and other locations. Below are the Chancellor’s Scholars who presented or co-presented their research at these events. For more information on student 
presentations, go to http://undergradresearch.illinois.edu/researchweek.html

ANNE RIVAS (continued from page 33)

Anne Rivas with a patient
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